The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
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folklore of higtory. His name was changed to Isad and he had 12 sons, culminating
in the 12 tribes of Igad—10 of whom virtudly dissppeared from the hidtorica

record some 700 years before the time of Chrigt.

The search for the lost sons of the biblicd patriarch Jacob has long since entered the

Indeed the identity and wheresbouts of the “logt 10 tribes of Isad” is one of the
great myderies of ancient world higory. Where those Igadites went and who their
descendants are today is shrouded in mystery and has simulated greet interest and periodic
debate. The hope of tracing thar movements and finding ther present wheregbouts has
ingoired many a curious searcher.

If there are logt tribes, then where are they today? From the Japanese to the
Amgican Indian to the Afghans and to other ethnic groups dmost every group of people
outsde the Middle East has a one time or ancther been 0 identified as the answer to the
mystery by some enthusiastic seeker.

But the above peoples do not fulfill the biblicd criteria, lacking many of the
essentid identification Sgns, and are not accorded serious congderation in our quest for
the logt tribes. In true fact the peoples of northwestern Europe and the lands they colonized
are the only legitimate contenders.

One key figure in the solution to this ancient mystery is the patriarch Joseph, whose
dory is told in the book of Geness. He was one of the 12 sons of Jacob. Joseph's two sons,
Ephram and Manasseh were adopted by their grandfather as his own and ther names
count very heavily in the mygery.

Where are Joseph’ s descendants today?

As unbdievable as it may sound to modern ears, we bdieve that Joseph’'s progeny
are found in those areas of the globe which have been populated by the English-spesking
or Ango-Saxon peoples of modern times. We bdieve that they can be identified as the
peoples of the former British Commonwedth of nations and the United States of America.

In one important respect the dory of the meteoric rise of the Anglo-American
countries is the incredible ascent of Joseph written large on the pages of 19th and 20th
century higtory. But even more vitd isits 9gnificance and meaning.

Jug as Joseph was sold into davery, the 10 tribes of lsad found themsdves
removed from the land of their inheritance in the 8th century B.C.E.! Theresfter, these
northern tribes disappeared from the view of higory (2 Kings 17:18). The trall they left is a
myserious, uncertain one. Congdent, hard and irrefuteble evidence of ther long
northwesterly journey gppears dmogt impossible to find.

!Before the Common Era (replaces B.C.)
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However, the tdl-tde Sgns that do exid, combined with a right undersanding of
biblicd higory and prophecy, confirm that the various nationd groups descending from
the tribes or nations of 1sradl will exigt prior to God' s intervention a the close of this age.

It is the avowed purpose of this dudy paper to examine the hisoricd and hbiblicd
evidence tha will hep us determine the location of the descendants of ancient Isragl today,
edablishing why America and Britain became great, and findly showing how this essentid
knowledge affects the future.

Chapter 1

“I Am Your Brother Joseph”
“I am Joseph!” (Genesis 45:3).

Few datements could have made a more datling impact. The eeven middle-aged
men dready sood uncomfortably as mere merchant-traders—tenders of flocks and herds—
before the mogt powerful prime miniger in that ancient world. Now they were astonished
and gpeechless. Could it be? What must have passed through the minds of these shocked
and frightened ligeners who were the very ones responsble for sdling Joseph into
captivity in thefirgt place?

The lagt time they knowingly had seen ther brother, Josgph, was an impetuous and
outspoken 17-year-old. They had waiched as he disappeared into the digance, no doubt
vigoroudy protesing his sde into the hands of Midianite davetraders (Geneds 37:12-28).
How could those brothers have known the incredible adventures—the remarkable ups and
downs through which ther younger ghling hed passed during the intervening two
decades?

Certainly, Josgph’'s experiences had been incredible trangported againgt his will to
Egypt, the dominant power of that region of the world (Geness 37:36); 0ld as a dave to a
highranking Egyptian offidd and officer in the very court of Pharaoh (Geness 39:1-6);
ganing regpectability and pogtion in his newfound place in life, only to find himsdf
fdsdy accused and whisked away to become an inmate in an Egyptian prison (Genesis
39:7-20).

Experiencing yet another unlikdy rise in dation in the midst of his incarceration to
become the chief assgant of the prison warden (Geness 39:21-23); moving literdly from
the prison to the paace, assuming the office of prime miniger under the Pharaoh (Genesis
40-41); and now findly, dramaticaly reveding his true identity before the very brothers
who had sold him into captivity more than 20 years before.
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Joseph in prophecy

Joseph's remarkable gtory became a forerunner of the precise experiences that his
many descendants would undergo on a naiond scde over the millennia tha were to
follow. It is a saga that remains in progress. One purpose of this paper is to make that sory
plan.

Meanwhile back in the 18th century B.CE. court of Pharaoh, until Joseph
identified himsdf before his brothers, they knew nothing of the redity of his life after his
enforced departure from home as the dave of a foreign people. For dl they knew, he had
long since died (see Genesis 44:29).

Even if he was 4ill dive, wha chance would there have been of escaping the
dehumanizing experience of his endavement—of removd from the comfort of his
homeand, and being denied the role of his father's favorite son. Ingead he was treated as
propety to be bought and sold a& the whim of his owner. Cetanly, few things 0
remarkable have ever happened as Joseph’'s ascent from davery to becoming a leader of
the most powerful kingdom of thet region, if not the entire world.

But why does the Bible record the dory of Joseph's trids and tribulations followed
by his ultimate rise to unbdlievable heights?

The adonishing answer is multifaceted. In ancient lgad’s traditions and hidtory,
the gory of Joseph provides a captivating account of an ancient people€'s pedigree and
lineege. At a different leve—fa more important to us today—the life of Joseph was an
acting-out, thousands of years in advance, of one of the mog didinctive and prominent
threads of Western history.

Joseph's intriguing Story holds a vitd key to locating the so-cdled “Logt 10 Tribes’
of lsrael—the descendants of his and nine of his 11 brothers These Isradites disgppeared
from the record of popular hisory around the close of the 8th century B.C.E. when the
Assyrian amiesinvaded and largely swept them from their homdand in Palestine.

More importantly, knowing the identity of the descendants of ancient Israd today
equips us not only with cudd underganding of endtime biblicad prophecies but dso
knowledge about the mord and spiritud changes which God requires of the peoples of the
United States, the United Kingdom, the key Commonwedth naions of Audrdia Canada,
New Zedand and South Africa as wdl as other nations in northwestern Europe.

The historic importance of Abraham

This remarkeble sory begins ewen before the time of Jossph in andent
Mesopotamia with a covenant (agreement) made between the biblica patriarch Abraham
and the Almighty God, probably some time in the mid-19th century B.C.E. It hinges on the
mog important and far-reaching promises and prophecies ever delivered by God to man.
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Even people only cesudly acquainted with the Bible ae somewha familiar with the
monumenta spiritual dimensons of God's promise to Abraham.

God told this patriarch: “1 will make you a great nation; | will bless you and make
your name great; and you shdl be a blessng. | will bless those who bless you, and | will
curse him who curses you; and in you dl the families of the eath shdl be blessed’
(Geness 12:2-3).

This blessng to come on dl naions, we lae learn from the New Testament
goodles, was the blessng of eternd life through the Messah, the one Seed (Gddians 3.8,
16, 29). Thus from the virtud onst of the hiblicd record we can understand God's
intention to offer Soiritud sdvation to the whole of humanity.

The fulfillment of this grest promise was reached a one levd on the fird New
Tesament Passover (31 C.E) with the crucifixion of Jesus Chrig and the consequent
bresking down of the wdl of patition segparaing humankind from God (Mathew 27:51;

Ephesians 2:14).

The sacrifice of Jesus Chrig made it possble for people of dl the nations of the
eath to enjoy a reaionship with the God of Israd who until that time had dedt dmost
exclusvey with the descendants of the patriarch Jacob, dso cdled Igrad.

But is the spiritud dimendon of the promise to Abraham the entire story? What
exactly did God meen by his promise in Geness 122 to make of Abraham a “great

nation’? A doser examination of God's rddionship and dedings with Abraham reveds
one of the most important and least understood aspects of the biblica record.

From Geness chapters 12 through 22, seven different passages describe God's
promises to Abraham. In the initid account (Geness 12:1-3), God tdls Abraham to leave

his homdand and family—a condition preceding the promise For God promised to bless
him and make his name great. His progeny would become grest. A few verses later, God

miraculoudy gppeared to Abraham, promisng his descendants the land of Canaen (verse

Massve material blessngs through Abraham

In chepter 13, the Bible provides us even more deals—knowledge implying a
physcd dimenson tied directly to the promise to Abraham. Following the dramdic
account of his willingness to give the fertile Jordan River plain to his nephew Lot (verses
5-13), we see that God in turn promised dl of Canaan to Abraham forever (verses 14-17).

Moreover, He promised to meke the dill childess Abréhan a faher with
descendants “as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth,

then your descendants also could be numbered” (verse 16).
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About a decade later God again appeared to Abraham in a vison. Notwithstanding
the fact tha Abraham and Sarah remaned childless, God reiterated His promise tha an
heir would “come from your own body,” that his descendants would be as large in number
asthe gars of the heavens (Geness 15:4-5).

A few verss laer, we see that God promised Abraham not only numberless
descendants but specific territory gretching “from the river of Egypt [the Nilg] to the great
river, the River Euphrates’ (verses 18-21)—a swah of teritory including consderably
more than the origind commitment to turn the land of Caneen into the hands of Abraham's
progeny (Genesis 126-7; 17:8; 24:7).

The longest and mog eaborate aticulation of the Promise to Abraham appears in
Geness 17:1-22. As is the case from the earliest record of the promise itsdf, redization of
God's blessngs remans conditiond on Abraham’'s obedience and living of a soiritudly
maure life God admonished him, “I am Almighty God; wdk before Me and be
blamdess’ (Geness 17:1; compare Méathew 5:48).

Abraham—a progenitor of many nations

Remember God promised to multiply Abraham’s descendants. This was a yet-to-be
redity God emphaszed by renaming this patriarch heretofore known as Abran—a name
denoting “faher of Aram,” the location of Abraham’'s origind Mesopotamian homeand.
God tod him, “No longer shdl your name be cdled Abram, but your name shdl be
Abraham ..” His new name meant “father of a multitude’ or “father of many nations’
(Genesis 17:5).

The earliest record of the promise (Genesis 12:1) shows tha the narrator of Geness
introduces the theme of nationhood—a matter of phydcd, materid, and nationd concern.
Indeed, verse 6 daborates on this dimenson of the promise indicating what God intended
to make Abraham: “exceedingly fruitful; and | will meke nations of you, and kings shdl
come from you” (Geness 17:6, see d o verses 15-16).

The maerid nature of this aspect of the promise is further demondrated in verses
89 which makes use of the plurd pronoun “thar.” God sad, “Also | give to you and your
descendants after you the land in which you are a dranger, dl the land of Canaan, as an
evelading possesson; and | will be ther God ... You dhdl kesp My covenat, you and
your descendants after you throughout their generations.”

The Geness 17 account edablishes God's agreement with Abraham as an
“everlaging covenant” (versss 7, 13, 19), binding obligaion requiing God to give the
patriarch’s descendants the Land of Canaan in perpetuity (verse 8). It reinforces the notion
tha God's commitment to Abraham induded not only the Messanic promise of grace—
unmerited pardon for dns committed—and Spiritual sdvation ... but a nationd inheritance

complete with materid possessons, power, and pogtion.
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The gaxth account of the Promise to Abraham agppears in Geness 18 in a seting
immediatdy prior to the dory of the dedruction of the gn filled dties of Sodom and
Gomorrah. Abraham’'s guests (two angds and the “LORD,” YHWH, the Word, who
became flesh, John 1:1)—messengers with news about the divine retribution to come on
the cties of the plan—oconfirmed the soon-coming birth of a son to the 99 year old
Abraham and Sarah, 10 years younger than her husband (verses 10-14).

With God promisng tha He would not “hide from Abraham” wha He would do
(Genesis 1817, s=¢ dso Amos 3.7), the angds visting the aged patriarch reconfirmed that
Abraham would “surely become a grest and mighty nation”—a physcd, materid, nationd
promise in scope and dimendon. They dso afirmed the siritud promise tha “dl the
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him” (Genesis 18:18).

True to the promises of God, about a year after this encounter, Sarah gave hirth to
Isaac (Genesis 21:1-3). But there remained one greet test awaiting Abraham.

The supreme test

The grand dimax of these benchmak accounts comes in Geness 22, one of the
mog interesting and ggnificant events in dl of the Bible In this account we find the
seventh and find eaboration of the promise to Abraham. As the dory of Joseph is an
atting-out in advance of the human higory of the Igadite people so the Sory of
Abrahamis sacrifice of Issec forecads the opening phase of sdvetion higory: the 1
century C.E.? sacrifice of God the Father’s only begotten Son Jesus Christ (John 3:16).

Previous descriptions of the promises show that the blessngs of the covenant
(Abragham’s agreement with God) were dependent on Abraham’s actions and behavior
(eg., Geness 12:1, 17:9). The events described in Geneds 22 trandformed the Covenant,
eevating it to an entirdy new and different level.

This was with very good cause. Much to Abraham's discomfort, God commanded
him to take the son of promise and sacrifice him as a burnt offering atop of Mount Moriah
(verse 2). Truding in God's wisdom, truth, and fathfulness, Abraham did as he was told,
only to be miraculoudy stopped a the very moment he was about to day his son (verses 9
11).

Abraham did not know that in advance. God's words spoken shortly theresfter are
powerful and reveding: “... now | know that you fear God, Snce you have not withhed
your son, your only son, from Me' (Genesis 22:12). In obedience to his God, the patriarch
was willing to rdinquish that which was mogt precious to him (verse 16; compare John
3:16).

His behavior demondrated to the Creator that Abraham was truly a man fit for the
role of “faher of dl those who bdieve’ (Romans 4:11-22; Gdadians 3.9; Hebrews 11:17-

2 Current Era (replaces A.D.)
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19)—that he was auiteble as the progenitor of numberless descendants who would become
the people of God (Genesis 18:19).

It is only a this point in the gory of Abraham tha the promises become
unconditiond. God's assation, “By Mysdf have | swomn” (Geness 22:16) implies that
Abraham is no longer obligated to act in order to receive the benefits of the promise. The
language used in Geness 22 implies that there are now no other parties to the contract
other than God Himsdf.

The narative concludes with a rehearsd of the centrd eements of those things
promised: “blessng | will bless you, and multiplying 1 will multiply your descendants as
the sars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashorgcompare Deuteronomy
2913, Joshua 24:3-4; Acts 7:17]; and your descendants shdl possess the gate of ther
enemies [dl promises of a phydcd, materid, nationd nature—see Geness 24:60]. In your
seed dl the nations of the earth shdl be blessed [the spiritud blessing of Chrigt and making
sdvation avalable to the whole of humanity rather than any single people or nation],
because you have obeyed My voice’ (verses 17-18).

Promises renewed from one generation to another

God repeatedly renewed the promises to Abraham by passing the covenant
(agreement) in succession from the patriarch’'s son Issec (Geness 26:1-5) to his grandson
Jocob (272629, 281-4, 10-14;, 3K59-12—in this last-named account, God changed
Jacob’'s name to “lgrad” meaning “one who prevails with God’) ... and ultimatdy to the
gregt-great-grandchildren Ephram and Manasseh (48:1-22), the sons of Joseph through his
wife from the ranks of Egyptian nobility (41:45).

As is the case with those promises described prior to Genesis 23, accounts of the
passing of the blessng provides additiond evidence that the Abrahamic Covenant included
physica-materid-nationa aspects aswell as the more important spiritua ones.

The Geness 26 account of Abraham's passing of the promise to Issac includes
reference to the title and deed for large amounts of land. The double reference to “dl these
lands’ (verses 3-4) implies an inheritance involving colossal materid benefits

As in previous repetitions of the promise from God to Abraham, we see his son
Issec guaranteed a progeny of dmog limitless proportions, likened again to “the dars of
heaven” (verse 4), reiterating this magnificent promise is repested to | saac.

By right of birth (the ancent law of primogeniture), the physcd blesings passed
down to Isaac should have gone to Esau, the firdborn son (Geness 25:21-26). However,
Jecob, the younger ghling induced his older brother to sdl his Birthright for a mesger
bowl of lentil soup (verse 29-34).
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To insure the acquidtion of the blessings that the Birthright entaled, later Jacob

even tricked his blind and aged faher into pasing the preponderance of the family
inheritance to him in place of his elder brother Esau (verse 18-27).

Issec blessed Jacob saying: “Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven, of
the fatness of the earth, and plenty of gran and wine. Let peoples sarve you, and nations
bow down to you. Be magter over your brethren, and let your mother’s sons bow down to
you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those who bless youl” (verses 28-
29).

But in spite of Jacob's trick to secure the hirthright blessng for himsdf, God
eventudly confirmed the passng of the promises to him in a dream a Padanaram (Genesis
28). In the account describing this event, we learn that Jacob’s descendants would spread
throughout the entire earth, “spread[ing] abroad to the west and the eedt, to the north and
the south” (verse 14). No wonder the gpodle Paul later identifies Jacob's grandfather
Abraham asthe “her of the world” (Romans 4:13).

Two national identities

In Geness 35 we firg find an interesting and criticdly important new dimenson to
the physica-maerid-nationa aspect of the promise. This passage adds the nove dement
of “a naion and a company of nations’ (verse 11), a concept essentia to the understanding
of where Igad’s descendants are found in modern times. From the Genesis 35 account we

learn that Jacob's descendants will one day comprise two separate and didinct nationd
entities.

Fndly, we see the promise passed by Jacob to Ephram and Manasseh (Genesis
48). The aged patriarch used this occason to place his very name on his two grandsons
(verse 16), implying that many references to “Jacob” or “lgad” in the prophetic writings
of the Bible point primaily to the offsoring of the Pariarch Josgph. Once agan, the
language of the biblicd narator reveds a dealy physca-materid-nationd dimenson to
the promises tranamitted to the fifth generation.

Jacob's blessng on the two boys involved the giving of land “for an everlading
possesson” and the expangon of ther own descendants into “a multitude of people’ (verse
4). Then for a second time, we see articulated the idea of a great nation and “a multitude of
nations’ (verse 19).

1 Chronides 5 adso contributes to our understanding of the promise to Abraham,
paticularly concaning the difference between its soiritud and physcd dimensons This
chepter reminds us that the “chief ruler” would arise out of the house or tribe of Judah
(verse 2, King James Version).

It confirms Jacob’'s prediction that “the scepter shdl not depat from Judah”
(Genesis 49:10), a prophecy which points to both the House of David ruling over the
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Kingdom of Judeh and Igad, and the role of Jesus Chrig as Messah and the One who
would make salvation avalable to dl of humankind (Hebrews 7:14; Reveaion 5:5).

In contrest, the promise of physcd, maerid, and nationd grestness went not to
Judah but rather to Joseph, Jacob's firgborn son by his wife Rachd. In an apt description
of how this promise fdl into Joseph’'s hands, the chronider writes “Now the sons of
Reuben the firgborn of Isag—he was indeed the firgborn, but because he defiled his
faher's bed [Geness 35:22; 494], his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, the son
of lgad, s0 tha the genedogy is not liged according to the birthright; yet Judah prevaled
over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, dthough the hirthright was Joseph's’ (1
Chronides5:1-2).

| sradl’ s future destiny

Perhaps the mogt reveding of dl biblicad passages is found, however, in Geness 49
which describes Jacob's blessngs on and prophecies about dl of his sons  descendants “in
the last days’ (verse 1). The description of those things to befdl the people of Joseph is
monumentd (verse 22-26).

Smilar to the blessng pronounced by Issec on Jacob (Geness 27:28-29), they
included favorable dimae and wesather conditions (the “blessngs of heaven above”
Geneds 49:25); fetile tracts of land and agriculturd abundance abundant naturd
resources essentid to insure nationd economic drength and world  dominance  (those
“blessings of the deep that lies beneath,” Genesis 49:25); generdly pesceful conditions in
which they were to live and grow; and power and influence over the peoples of the world.

Jacob predicted that Jossph would become “a fruitful bough” (Geneds 49:22)—a
people greatly benefited by the “blessings of the bressts and of the womb” (verse 25),
indicating the sizegble populaion of Josgh's seed at the end of the age.

The patriacch adso forecast a time when Joseph’'s “branches [would] run over the
wdl” (Geness 49:22), implying a people broadcast by colonization and imperid
expandon literdly to dl four cormnes of the eath (compae Geness 28:14). Jacob
represents Joseph’'s descendants as a people imbued with military might, ther “bow”
abiding in “drength, and the ams of his hands were made srong by the hands of the
Mighty God of Jacob” (Genesis 49:24).

Only a very few modern nations can lay cdam to the prophetic promises rdating to
economic greatness and superpower status.

Sidebar: “Blessings of the Deep That Lies Beneath”
That the Anglo-Saxon and Cdtic peoples have inherited the richness of the earth is

plan for dl to see Jacob prophesed of such nearly four millennia before these
materid blessngs literdly overtook the British and American people A pat of that
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prediction foretold thet the children of Josgph would fdl her to the “blessngs of
the deep that lies beneath” (Genesis 49:25).

Many examples could be dited to illugrate how time and again during the modern
period, Jacob's words have been fulfilled. One of the most dramatic testimonies to
the fathfulness of God's word comes out of the British imperid sphere in South
Africa Not only did the southern region of the African continent provide the
British with a treasure trove of diamond mines, it yidded the largest diamond ever
found. In 1905, the superintendent of the Premier Diamond Mine made an
unbeievable find.

This 2601 caa diamond, named after Sr Thomas Cullinen who opened the
Premier Ming, is the largest diamond ever found. The Transvad government gave
the “Cullinan Diamond’ as a gift to King Edwad VII who had it cut into severd
pieces. The largest, 530 caas, is found in the scepter of the British monarch.
“Cullinen Two’, a 317 carat diamond, is a pat of the Imperid State Crown. If the
Cullinan Diamond is one of the mog dramdic illudrations of Joseph's inheritance
of the naturd resources of the earth, it is no less remarkable than the gold mines, all
fields, cod and iron deposts dl found in great aundance from the British Ides to
North America or from Audrdia to South Africa These treasures lying deep
beneath the earth bear witness to Joseph’ s modern-day identity .

Bringing his prophecies to a rousing crescendo, Jacob concdludes, “The blessngs of
your father Have excdled the blessngs of my ancestors, Up to the utmost bound of the
evelaging hills. They shdl be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of him
who was separae from his brothers’ (verse 26). In this find and emphatic pronouncement,
we find yet another clue to locate the people of Isradl in the latter days.

While this find phrase is dealy an dluson to the dory of young Joseph's
separdtion from his humen family a age 17, like so many other agpects of the Joseph
gories itisaso highly prophetic.

We should look for the modemnday descendants of Joseph in a seiting where they
are a separated people.. insulated from the progeny of the other Igadite tribes by some
kind of physcd or geographic barier. And indeed, this has been the case with the

descendants of Joseph during modern higtory.
Chapter 2
The Intriguing Historical Origins
Where did the concept that the British and American people are the “Logt 10 Tribes

of lgad” originae? How did it become an underdanding so readily embraced by the
Church of God snce the 1930s?
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We can enlarge our understanding and gppreciaion of how the bdief fits in the

context of recent Church higory by an examindion of the higoricd sdting in which the
concept known as British or Anglo-lsradism devel oped.

The essential historical context

Although the firg truly sophidicated published verson of the belief gopeared in
1840 and predates Darwin's Origin of the Species (1859) by dmost two decades, Anglo-
Igadism was born and grew to maurity in an intdlectud dimate heavily tainted by
erroneous idess of evolution and racia superiority.

Twentieth century critics of Britistlgadisn often cite this intdlectud milieu as
evidence that the concept is Imply one more expresson of the racism aound mid-
century—one piece of the larger fabric of a flaved and prgudicid 19th century world
view.

We mud, however, evduate the literature of any era in its higtorica context,
remembering tha mogs British-lsadl materid was written before Nazi race theories led to
the so-cdled “Find Solution” of the Holocaust. In the 19th century, while Britain and
America were on the ascendancy, the concept that the British and Americans were
descendants of the “chosen people’ was an dtractive and quite plausible idea.

In fact, the concept itsdf is not inherently racisg or prgudicid, any more than Jesus
Chrig was racig in his comments to the Samaritan woman beseeching Him to cagt the
demon out of her daughter (Mathew 15:24). It is interesting that Jesus’ response to this
woman's request for ad was “I was not sent except to the logt sheep of the house of
Israd.” As such, nether Chrig’s minisry nor the premise of Britishlsragdism demand that
we accept wrongheaded notions about inequality among the races of humankind.

S0 the idea of Anglo-lsradism is not inherently racist any more than Chridianity is
inherently violent. It depends on the behavior of its adherents Nather are its implications,
when properly understood, incompetible with New Testament teachings.

God was not racig in the sdlection of Abraham to initiate His plan for the savation
of dl humankind (Geness 123, Gdaians 38, 14). God's choice did not mean He
preferred Abraham’'s race above dl others, but He had chosen to begin His spiritud plan
with just one man and hiswife—and that man was Abraham.

The geography of nations

At the ndiond levd, Abraham’'s descendants—the |sradites—recaived a sSmilar
opportunity. The earth “and its fullness’ bdong to God (Psdm 50:12). A passge in the
Pentateuch suggests that God intended from the beginning of human higtory that various
peoples should inhabit specific territories of the earth. “He st the boundaries of the
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peoples according to the number of the children of Isad” (Deuteronomy 32:8-9; compare
Acts 17:26).

Igadl’s sdection was for the purpose of providing dl the other peoples of the world
with a naiond modd of Godly behavior (Deuteronomy 4:6-8). God intended thet people
of every ndion might imitate Isag’s podtive example and dso recaive the bendfits firgt
given to Jacob (see lsaiah 20:23-24; Zechariah 8:23).

If popular ideas about race affected 19th and 20th century Britishigad literature,
S0 did the expangon of British power throughout the world during the 19th century. By the
beginning of World War 1, English military power and economic influence had created the
largest empire in recorded history.

Predictably, the success of British imperidism fuded the popularity of Britigr
Igadiam. In America, British-lgadism became a kind of a narowly-focused or modified
vason of “Manifes Deginy’—the concept that God favored the territorid expanson of
the United States to facilitate the free development of democracy across the continent and
the acquigtion of new territory as an outlet for America s remarkable population growth.

Those Ameicans who embraced Britishlsradiam caried the notion of “Manifest
Dediny” one dep father, forging a literd link between the mid-19th century expanson of
the U.S. to fill the North American continent and God's unconditiona Birthright conferred
on the descendants of Joseph

Consequently, Britidtlgadism in both Britan and America has often become
asociaed with the negaive connotations of “imperidism.” Some 20th century critics even
dlege that those who embraced Britishtlsraglism were seeking a sdve for the conscience.
This idea is out-of-dae, projecting today’s politicd sengtiviies on an audience tha
viewed the world far differently than most people do today.

To undergand those who accepted Britigtlgadiam, it is essentid to condder the
higorical context in whch these peoples lived. In fact, imperidiam in mid-19th century
Britain was not perceved negativey by the generd public. As for judification of an
empire, many British dtizens saw themsdves as extending the blessngs that had made
Britain grest to less fortunate peoples around the globe.

Indeed, “missonay impeidisn’—the duty to ddiver what was bdieved to be a
superior culture, system, and way of life to the backward peoples of the world—imbued
many British subjects with a sense of both right and responshbility to help the less fortunate
societies of the world to develop.

Therise and fall of the British Empire

At the turn of the 20th century, the British were a people splendidly confident in
ther ability to make the world over for the better and in thar own image. The spirit of
Rudyard Kipling's White Man’s Burden composed “in 1898 a the height of the imperid

Page 12
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

endeavor,” prevalled over any pangs of conscience about interfering in the afars of less

technologicdly and (as was the popular 19th century perception) culturdly advanced
peoples (Christopher Bayly, Atlas of the British Empire, (p. 125).

The generd public congdered the “New Imperidism” which blossomed during the
last quater of the 19th century more a cause cdebre—gving the masses & home
“something to shout about”—than a dan to be expunged from the mord integrity of the
British people.

Of course the British Empire ultimately began to fracture. But this did not begin to
happen until the end of the 19th century. A generd awareness of this process of
digntegration did not devdop urtil the ealy- to mid-20th century, wel &fter the Britight
Isradl movement had reached high pitch.

Compaing the American context and the mid-century spirit of “Manifest Degtiny”
American atitudes were Imilar to British ones across the Atlantic. Mo Americans
enthusadticdly supported the overspreading of the United States across the length and
breadth of the whole continent. The popular American mood was one of beligerent sdif-
confidence.

The movement in America

In Ameica, the 1840s witnessed the find decade of the “Second Great
Awakening,” a time of revivdian diginguished (especidly in the South) by condderable
religious enthusasm and the birth of severd new Chridian denominations. Capitdizing on
a growing interest in the Second Coming, a Baptig minigder named William Miller rode
the wave of this burgeoning interest in religion.

Miller and others effectivdly established the Adventis Movement. Based on his
underganding of prophecies in the books of Danid and Reveation, Miller predicted the
imminent Second Coming in the early-1840s.

But the “Great Disgppointment” of 1843 and again in 1844 came only a few years
after the introduction of Anglo-lsrael teachings in the British Ides Miller’s focus on end-
time prophecy and the return of Jesus Christ crested a mentdity receptive to idess like
BritidtIgadiam.

It is undenigble thet Britis+Isragism was a product of the times. Many who wrote
about this concept were influenced to one extent or another by the theologica interests and
intellectud dimate of the day. However, some writers presented their information more
respongbly than others.

The unfortunate fact tha numerous 19th century Anglo-lsradism  writers
incorporated raciam into their beliefs brings discredit on them persondly rather than on the
essentidly sound core of the concept they sought to goread. The centrd issue is not
whether Britidhtlgadiam is rads, impeidid, or ditig; raher, it is whether the
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fundamenta concept—that the descendants of the 10 tribes ill exis today and are found
among the Anglo-American nations—istrue or false.

More than a few contributed to the basics, but we can only cover one or two names
briefly in this paper.

John Wilson’s remarkable contribution

John Wilson, an Anglicen layman from Chdtenham, published Our Israditish
Origin in 1840 only three years after the coronation of Queen Victoria (1837-1901). This
was the firg full-blown thesis connecting the Anglo-Saxon to ancient Isradl.

Wilson drew on the best of contemporay scholarship and methodology. He mede
paticular use of the work of Sharon Turner (1768-1847), a monumental figure in British
higoriogrgphy  whose multi-volume work, A History of the Anglo-Saxon Peoples (1799-
1805), traces the Anglo-Saxons back through Europe to the Bakan countries and
ultimetely to the Crimea and Caucasus Mountains.

This is jus where we would expect based on the testimony of such biblica
passages as 2 Kings 17:6 and 1 Chronides 5:26. “In the ninth year of Hosheg, the king of
Assyria took Samaria and caried Isad away to Assyria, and placed them in Hdah and by
the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.”

Wilson dso rigoroudy connected his arguments for BritisHsraglism to Scripture.
His knowledge of the Bible was expansve. His impressive lig of publications indudes not
only the foundaiona works on the identity of modern Igad, but a wide range of
theologicd topics, paticulaly ones of interes to pre-millennidigss—those who beieve in
the return of Chrig prior to a Millennid reign. Wilson became a popular spesker and drew
large audiences principaly from the respectable Victorian British middle dass.

Later one of the earliest Britistlgad works to cgpture the popular imagination was
Forty-Seven ldentifications of the British Nation with Lost Israd (1871) by banker and life
insurance office manager, Edward Hine. This man was probably the most dgnificant of
Wilson's immediste successors. He lectured on Britirlsadism before Szable audiences
throughout the British Ides and in the United States during the late-19th century.

Hine damed to have addresssd some 5 million people during his lecture dircuit
career, eeking a venues as predtigious as Exeter Hal. His work represents a certain
coming of age in Britidtlgad thinking. The fact that Hin€s work drew criticism from no
less than the Saturday Review, as wdl as Canon George Rawlinson, a professor of higtory
a Oxfod Univeasty, illustrates the degree to which Britishlgrad idess commanded the
atention of the late-19th century British public.
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The bdief in the churches

In both the U.S. and Britain, the idea of Britidtlsadisn cut across denominetiond
lines dthough a preponderance of Anglo-lgadites in the British Ides very likdy were
Anglican.

Some of the mgor contributors to the literature illustrate the denominationd
divergty of the concept's beievers John Wilson was an Anglican from England; Joseph
Wild was a Congregationdis miniger from Toronto, Canada; John Harden Allen was a
Methodig from the Pecific Northwest; and T. Roding Howlett was a Baptis miniser who
hed pagtoratesin New Y ork City, Washington, D. C., and Philadephia

Bdievers typicdly were nonprosdytizing. They usudly tried to work within the
framework of their own established churches,

However, the Britishrlsrad World Federation was formed in the late-19th century
to bring together many of the various bedievers into an organized body. Headquartered in
Putney, England, it continues to exig today dthough its vigor and influence has dedined
sharply.

However, as the movement grew in drength during the last quarter of the 19th
century, it aso gahered some diginguished and respectable followers. These induded
Chales Pazzi Smyth (1819-1900), Royd Adtronomer of Scotland and Emeritus Professor
of Adronomy a Edinburgh Universty; Colond John Cox Gawler (1830-1882), the Keeper
of the Crown Jewels Fird Sea Lord and Admird Jacky Fsher (1841-1920), as well as
severd members of the British Royd family.

Even Queen Victoria was gpparently intrigued, and one of her direct descendants
was a patron of the movement until her death afew years ago.

For awhile Britidt+lgadism made a sgnificant impact in the British I1des. At one
dage, up to 20 million British subjects were reputed to be active bdievers. In 1845 one of
the leading Tractarians of the Oxford Movement, John Henry Newman, cited his “fear that
the Church of England stood in danger of being taken over by the Chridian Isragl Identity
movement” as one of his reasons for leaving the Anglican Church to embrace Roman
Catholiciam (Petience Strong, Someone Had to Say, pp. 85-86).

Sidebar: “WeAretheLost 10 Tribes!”

If many of those who have bdieved in Britidtlgadism have been criticized as
smpleminded or uneducated, the idea has dtracted its share of prominent people
a wdl. In 1914, one of Britan's gregtest admirds, Jacky Fisher wrote Firg Lord
of the Admirdty, Wingon Churchill, offering advice on navd affars.

American author Willian Manchester recounts how “the od sdt had been
bombarding Churchill with advice, sometimes on profound metters, sometimes on
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triviac ‘Why is the sandard of recruits raised 3 inches to 5 feet 6? ... What d—d
folly to discard supreme enthusasm because it's under 5 feat 6. We are a wonderful
naion! agounding how we muddle through! There is only one explangion—We
arethelog 10 tribed” He was now seventy-four” (The Last Lion, val. 2, p. 440).

An atide in the June 1980 National Message éttributes to Fisher these words when
his nation was “a the pesk of British sea-power... “The only hypothess to explan
why we win in soite of incredible blunders is that we are the logt 10 tribes of Israd”
(ated in O. Miched Fiedman, Origins of the British Israelites, pp. 37, 45 [note
44]). Of such remaks journdig-higorian James Morris obsarves, “Admird Fsher
thought only hdf in jet that they [the Britidh) were the Logt Tribes’ (Pax
Britannica, p. 502).

Sidebar: Modern Archaeology & Britishlsraelism: Flinders Petrie & the
Great Pyramid

In 1865, Scottish Royd Agronomer Chales Plazzi Smyth wrote his cassc work,
Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid. It was this very book which launched the
“father of modern scientific archaeology in Pdesting” Sr Hinders Petrie, on a
predigious career involving the excavaion of more than 50 gdtes and the
publication of 98 books on Middle Eagtern archaeology.

Petrie grew up in a drict Presbyterian home that embraced literdism. Smyth was a
friend of the Petrie family. At age 13, Petrie read his book. At age 27 in 1880, he
went to Egypt with the intention of mathematicdly confirming Smyth's theories
tha the dimendons of the pyramids hdd the secrets of prophecy for the
descendants of 1sradl.

In fact, after two years of work, Petri€s triangulation sysem disproved Smyth's
prophetic speculations. As the work of Petrie and many others who followed him
have convindngly shown, the pyramids wee principdly tombs for Egyptian
roydty.

The results of Petries work appeared in his firg book, The Pyramids and Temples
of Gizeh. His experience a the pyramids induced Petrie to continue with his work
in Egypt, laying the foundation for moden achaeologicd <udies (Biblical
Archaeology Review, November-December 1980, p. 46).

On the oppodte dde of the Atlantic, the lig of Americans who published British
Isad books and articles is a lengthy one. Two of the more well researched and baanced
presentaions incdlude Israel Redivivus by Canadian cdergyman Frederick C. Danvers, a
recognized authority on the Indian Office, the Eagt India Company, and the rise and
decline of the Portuguese empire in Indig; and Judah’s Sceptre and Joseph’s Birthright by
Methodigt dergyman J. H. Allen.
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The United States and Britain in Prophecy

Among this group of bdanced and caefully-reesoned works is Herbet W.
Armgrong's The United Sates and Britain in Prophecy (dl quotations herein are from the
Oth edition, revised, November 1986), firg published in 1942 and regopearing in 10
editions over the next four and a half decades.

This origind volume drew heavily from Allen's ressrch and publications. But
whatever the source of ingpiration, it was Hebet Armgrong's work which made the
asocidion of ancient Isadl with the modern day British and Americans a popular and
widdy accepted belief in the Church of God and beyond.

No humen work is pefect in every deal. Some editions of this book incude
inaccuracies. Like the apogtle Paul, Herbert Armsrong anticipated the end of the age and
an imminent Second Coming bassd on the nationd and world conditions which prevaled
during his own lifetime (1 Thessdonians 4:17). Inaccuracies and erant cosneic detals
notwithstanding, in generd tems his ovedl asessment, like the broad dtrokes of
Chridtian doctrine canonized in the writings of Paul, remains vaid and sound.

Some critics assal not S0 much Herbert Armdrong's predictions or dyle, but the
whole nation of Britishlgadism. They congder it theologicaly and hisoricdly unsound.
This has been especidly true among the critics of Britidhtlgadism a the close of the 20th
century.

Much that in an earlier century might have been accepted as higtoricd proof would
today ether be disegaded or a best conddered circumstantid evidence. To date, the
higorica-criticd method done has not proved the Anglo-Saxon people are Igadite
descent. We mugt be careful, however, not to extend inordinate respect to this specific
methodol ogy.

Biblicad subjects that are accurate, valid, and true—induding the resurrection from
the dead, one of the fundamentad convictions of Chridianity itsdf—cannot be proven
beyond a shadow of a sdentific doubt. Clearly this world's conventiond academic
methodology leaves much to be desred.

If a matter is controversd but neverthdess true, how should a Chrisian understand
it in terms of Scripture? What are the rules that should govern our interpretive perspective,
paticulaly on an issue rdevant to hiblicad prophecy or the identity of the descendants of
ancient Isaed in modern times? These ae the vitd concens we shdl address in the

following chapter.
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Chapter 3

Understanding the Weight of Proof and Evidence

The criteria that Western society uses in this pos-Enlightenment era dipulates that
we dhould scettificdly vaidate dl tha we condder truth or fact. Critics of Anglo-
Igadisn have fdlen victim to this higoricd-criticd method that mandates that only the
scientificaly proved should be believed.

Such a methodology effectively diminates fath as a factor in the equation. By
these dandards—and reminiscent of the worldly Pontius Rlates musng, “Wha is truth?
(John 18:38)—absolutdly certain truth is arare commodity in the human sphere.

Anglican degymen Lesdie Newbigin's discusson of  “ragning  plaughbility
dructures’ is hdpful in reveding how the criteria for defining truth in any age is actudly
an evolving set of dandards (The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, pp. 1-11, 16-39, 6869,
112-113, 199). Newhigin effectivdy shows how any receved opinion—that which is
accepted in society as truth without having to bear the burden of proof—is eterndly
subject to its own peculiar flaws and weaknesses.

Every st of sandards used to measure and evauate truth is based on certain a
priori assumptions that are themsdves vulnerable to scentific probe and chdlenge. As
dandards, vadues, and attitudes evolve over the course of time, recaeived opinion will

aways be something of a moving target.

This kind of subjectivity presents anyone seeking to locate the origins of the Anglo-
Saxons with a very difficult if not impossble task. Any honest searcher quickly discovers
that it is an enormoudy difficult task to search for and then establish clear, incontrovertible
higtorica evidence to support many aspects of the Anglo-Isradl postion.

A missing millennium plus

Clearly ancient lsrad disgppears as a nationd-politicd entity from the higtoricd
record in the 8th century B.C.E. Then the Anglo-Saxons gppear from out of nowhere on
the Northwestern European coastlands around the 5th century C.E. Nealy 1,200 years
separate these two higorical facts. The Anglo-Saxons were part of the Germanic tribes—a
group of vigorous ethnicdly dmilar, and largdy illiterate people dong the northeestern
borders of the 4th-6th century CE. Roman Empire. The Romans generdly consdered
them as barbarians.

The Anglo-Saxons were among thee peoples who migraied toward and eventudly
into Europe during the obscure period between the disgppearance of Igad and the
settlement of the Northwest European coastd regions ... but very little historicad evidence
has survived to document their movements.
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Sidebar: A Curtain Across English History

Scholas ae hampered in answering quedions about “who the Germans were
because the Germans |left no written records prior to thelr converson to mainstream
Chridianity [generdly dating from the conveson of Frankish king Clovis c.
498]... Our knowledge of the Germans depends largdy on information in records
written in the dxth and seventh centuries and projected backward” (McKay, €. d.,
History of Western Society, 3rd ed., pp. 210, 212-214).

Sonificantly, authority on early-British  history James Campbel entitles his chapter
on the peaiod CE. 400-600 “The Log Centuries” Concerning the archaeologica
record of this era, he writes “[I]f in some ways we know very much less of the
fifth and gxth centuries than we do of laer periods, in others we know more...
[However] those who wish for certainty in hisgory and who like to fed the ground
firmly under their feet are best advised to study some other period. For those who
cae to venture into a quagmire, the archeeologicad evidence, and the truly
remarkable intdlectud effort of archeeologists to make sense of it, ae of basc

importance’ (The Anglo-Saxons, pp. 27, 29).

Thus it is that the peiod of Anglo-Saxon sdtlement truly conditutes the lost
centuries of British higtory. Renowned historian, Lord Macaulay writes.

“[Fl[rom this communion [with compardivey cultured Westen Continenta
kingdoms 4ill in contact with the old Eastern or Byzantine Empire] Britain was cut
off. Her shores were, to the polished race which dwet by the Bosporus, objects of
mygerious horrors.. Concerning dl the other provinces of the Western Empire we
have continuous information.

“It is only in Britan tha an age of fable completdy separates two ages of truth.
Odoacer and Tatila, Euwric and Thrasamund, Clovis, Fredergunda and Brunechild,
ae higoricd men and women. But Hengigs and Horsa, Vetigen and Rowena,
Arthur and Mordred ae mythicd persons whose vey exigence may be
Questioned, and whose adventures must be cdassed with those of Hercules and
Romulus. At length the darkness begins to bresk; and the country which had been
logt to view as Britain regppears as England” (The History of England: From the
Accession of James the Second, val. 1, pp. 6, 10-11).

Sr Fank Senton observed in his vaume aout Anglo-Saxon England: “...There
dretches a long period of which the higory cannot be written. The men who played
their parts in this obscurity are forgotten, or are little more than names with which
the imagination of later centuries has dedlt & will.”

The course of events may be indicaive, but is certainly not reveded, by the isolaed
coincidentd references to Britain made by writers of this or the following age. For
the fird time in five centuries Britan was out of touch with the Continent...
Archeeologica discoveries have shown that permanent English settlements were
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founded in Britan during, if not before, the last quater of the fifth century
[tredition places the Saxon ariva in Britain between C.E. 446-454].

But achaeologicd evidence is an unsatisfactory bass for absolute chronology, and
even if the British traditions may be trusted, they do not indicaie the rae a which
events moved between the coming of the Saxons and the edtablishment of
permanent Kingdoms.. The ealy higory of these nations [Saxons and Angles| is
envdoped in the obscurity which overhangs dl Gemany in the age of naiond
migration...

For the next two hundred years the Germanic naions were involved in a movement
which caried them to disant seets, crested new confederacies which caused the
adoption of new racid names... It is only an imperfect story which can be recovered
from these [fragmentary comments of Roman writers or poems|, and there ae
irrecoverable passages of crucid importance in the ealy history of the Angles,
Saxons, and Jutes. Of these nations the Saxons are the leest obscure.. [Ptolemy]
places them on the neck of the Cimbric peninsula, in the modern Holstein” (pp. 12,
11).

Little wonder that Wingon Churchill, in Idand Race, concsdy notes tha in the 5th
century CE. a curtan is dravn agan across English higory. “Theresfter the
darkness closes in” (p. 8). And o, the trall connecting the Isradlites to the Anglo-
Saxons is viewed a unrdiable by some obsavers and the information about
migration of peoples from the Middle Eagt into Europe quite sketchy.

Archaeological evidence not conclusive

To assertivdy mantan the Britistlsad case based on archaeologicd evidence
done is very precaious. Moreover, such evidence provides us with a sword that cuts both
ways. To present that evidence as though it provides an “openand-shut” case for a
paticular point of view creates an illuson of cetanty tha is lacking in substance. The
average layman may be eesly bedazzled by unqudified assartions which inggt that history
unfolded in a certain way and archaeology “proves’ it.

In fact, archaeology spesks with many voices. Indeed, it is one of the most
subjective disciplines of dl the sodd stences As an academic discipline it is in its
interpretive  dimengons, far more atigic than sdentificc. A gngle find can overturn
paradigms—interpretive  perspectives—that have held the fidd for decades. As with dl
higory of antiquity, the scarcity of records mekes the interpretation of evidence

particularly susceptible to revison.

Furious debates rage as to wha many of the most sgnificat finds of biblica
achaeology redly mean. This is litle wonder given the incompleteness of the
achaeologicd record. We would do wel to redize tha many of the scholas and
archeeologits who would ridicule the idea of BritishIgaglisn on archaeologicad grounds
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are the same individuas who use ther craft to indg that there were no early patriarchs like
Abraham, Issac, or Jacob—that these were merdy literary credtions of an ancient world
people in need of pedigree; that there were no 12 sons of Jacob, let done an Igad in more
modern times.

Further, many of today's most cdebraed liberd theologians and teechers of
biblicadl dudies bdieve that there was no Exodus out of Egypt (Exodus 12-15) or conquest
of the promised land as described in the book of Joshua Some on the extreme edge of the
citical school even argue tha there was not any historical Isradl before the time of King
David in the 11th century B.C.E.

Where archaeology helps

Nevertheless, archaeology does yidd evidence that can be employed (on ether Sde
of the argument, of course). It is found in the Middle Eadt, the British Ides, and somewhat
tentatively a various points in-between. Some recent work presents a case that the Anglo-
Saxons were not the wild-eyed savages they are traditiondly portrayed to be. They seem to
have had strong culturd links with the people who had inhabited Britain in Roman days

Writing in Blood of the British: From Ice Age to Norman Conquest (1986),
Catherine Hills shows continuity in the sdtlement of the British Ides ranging from
Megdithic to Norman times She concdudes “Archaeclogy does provide a great ded of
information about the pagt, and we do know more than we used to. But the answers aren't
dways obvious, and we sometimes have to rid oursdves of preconceptions in order to
arive a them. One of those preconceptions is tha dl change equds invason, or,
conversdly, that dl invasons equa change...

“Could some of the ‘Saxons redly have been Britons? Or were there a lot of
Britons dill living in England who have left little or no traces? Nether of these idess is
unreasonable, but neither is easy to demondrate.”

Such a propostion conforms makedly to the traditiond Anglo-lsad hypothess
that more than a sngle wave of Igaditish people sdtled the British Ides over a lengthy
gpan of time.

Nonethdess basad on known exising records, identification of the Anglo-Saxons
as lgadites is impossble to prove beyond a shadow of a doubt. Were these difficulties not
0 formidable, some enterprisng scholar, through use of the higoricd method, would have
proven the identity of Israd and consequently made his career and reputation long ago.
Indeed, even Scripture itsdf implies that God intended Isad to be logt from the view of
man (2 Kings 17:18, 20).
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Weighing proof and evidence

If we are to present the argument by modern scholarly standards, we must maintain
a didinction between compeling proof and cogent evidence. In other words, we can make
use of evidence—samply at different levels of credibility:

Beyond reasonable doubt: No other conclusion can be consdered likely.

Preponderance of evidence Such evidence as, wien weighed againg tha opposed
to it, has more convincing force and thus agreater probability of truth.

Clear and convincing evidence More than a preponderance but not proven beyond
reasonable doubt.

Tangible evidence Materid remans which ae comparatively easy to interpret,
eg., acheeologicd finds like the Rosdta Stone, the Behighun Inscription, or
Shdmaneser’s Black Obdisk.

Circumgtantia evidence: Proven facts that provide a bass of inference that other
factsaretrue.

Given the limitations of the tangible higtorica evidence, the best we can hope for is
ameasure of credibility and acceptance in the world of scholarship.

But the ordinary person, with a far measure of common sense is more eadly
moved to goply fath in undedanding what little perceived higoricd evidence comes to
hand. Did not Chrig say, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and eath, tha you have
hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have reveded them to babes’?
(Matthew 11:25).

The identity of the pogt-captivity 10 tribes of Isgad may lack the evidence to be
condusvely proven (beyond the shadow of a doubt), but it can not be disproved by

higory, archaeology, or any other academic discipline. There is evidence in support of
those who wish to beieve and evidence to the contrary for those who do not.

Grasping the weight of biblical evidence

While there are primary resources that buttress our case, the most dgnificant
primary resource is the Bible itsdf. Do the Scriptures support the idea that the Anglo-

Saxon/Cdtic peoples are descended from Isad? How drongly and what ae the
consegquences?

In fact, without the Bible, there would be little bass or even need for this idea If
the identification of ancent Igad with today’s Anglo-American retions ret on a firm

biblicad framework, the historicad evidence seen in proper perspective can be presented
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accordingly. Ultimately, our judgment on the mater will stand or fdl according to the way
we understand and apply Scripture.

We gand a the end of a millennialong successon of generdtions, each driving to
underdand Bible prophecy in the context of the exiding times. The Brititlgad view is
one way in which the indisputable facts of recent world higory—a sory about the
extraordinary ascendancy and dominance of the Anglo-American people—can be arranged
to make sense of our contemporary circumstance,

Such an arangement adds a powerful dimenson of rdevance of the dory of 19th
and 20th century higory. How do we judify this extreordinary interprettion of the Bible
as gpplied to past events?

The crux of this issue is whether or not God inspires Chridians to have an enlarged
underdanding of Scripture (eg., Danid 10-11; Luke 24:2527) and His will (2 Samud 7:1-
17, Ads 829; 11:12); whether He continues, as He did in Old and New Testament
accounts, to be involved in humen dfars (compae PsAm 75.6-7, Danid 425, 32
2Corinthians 2:12); or whether the prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures were dl fulfilled
by ether ancient Isradl ar Jesus Chrigt.

Our point of departure mugt ret on a sngle, fundamentd concept well-articulated
in a booklet entitted Introduction to Prophecy: “The fact remains the historicd record is a
best sketchy and inconclusve. But the tribes can be located—if we use the clues and
signposts of the Bible itself. What hgppened to the people of ancient Isragl is one of the

little understood aspects of higory. It is vitd to know who they are, if you want to make
sense of the prophecies of the ‘latter days’ There is some fragmentary evidence in higory,

but the proof [emphasistheirg isin prophecy.”

We will find the answers we seek in the prophetic retrogpect (studying the past) and
prophetic prospect (inquiring about the future).

Which nations best fulfill the Genesis prophecies?
In retrogpect as we question the past, we must ask a series of crucid questions.

Wha do the prophecies given by the patriacch Jacob and recorded in
Geness 48 and 49 mean?

Who among today's nations best fulfills the incredible predictions
rdevant to the physicd, nationd blessngs and inheritance promised to
Abraham’ s descendants?

If lgad 4ill exigs (compare Amos 9:9), what are we to meke of the
prophecies yet unfulfilled about a coming punishment on Igaditish
people for ther dns—and on a fa more encouraging note, a re-

Page 23
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

gathering and reunion of the tribes in the land of promise? (eg., Isaah
11:1-12; 48:20-21; Jeremiah 16:14-15; 23.7-8; 31:7-11; 33:7).

Certainly these quedtions are important ones. The way they were answered in the
past has rased serious chalenges. Not the least of these comes from Nationd Endowment
for the Humanities awardwinning American historian, Barbara Tuchman.

She dexribes the mehodology of the Anglo-lsad movement as “a tortured
interpretation of dray passages from the Bible [by which believers have convinced
themsdves that the English are the true descendants of the 10 logt tribes of Israd” (Bible
and Sword: England and Palestine from the Bronze Age to Balfour, p. 82).

Ironicdly, Tuchman's own unique way of presnting Anglo-American and
European higory provides us with some of the most compelling evidence to suggest thet
God's hand has been ative in ddivering the Abrahamic promises to the British and
American people.

At issue, of course, are two matters far larger than Isradl’s modern identity: (1) the
nature of God's cdling (John 6:44, 65) and (2) divine revdaion (Amos 3.7). Does God's
Holy Spirit open the human mind to prophetic ingght?

Jesus Chrigt answers that when “the Spirit of truth” would come, it would “guide
you into dl truth” and “tdll you thingsto come’ (John 16:13).

Understanding the outcome of prophecy subsequently becomes more a matter of
fath than mentd capacity or intdligence quotient. Undersanding and belief  become
products of something orchestrated by God in the individud humen mind—a meatter of the
reveaion of knowledge which, by ordinary physcd human means could not otherwise be
fully grasped or comprehended.

God reveals prophetic truth

Are there times when God reveds future events to his earthly servants today? If we
take the Bible a face vaue, this seems to be the case. Certainly God is able to foretd| the
future. Spesking through the prophet Isaiah, He says. “Remember the former things of ald,
for | am God, and there is no other; | am God, and there is none like Me, dedlaring the end
from the beginning, and from ancient times things tha ae not yet done saying, ‘My
counsd shdl gand, and | will do dl My plessure” (46:9- 10).

The prophet Danid forecet a time when knowledge and the truth of God—
including the meaning of many heretofore obscure or seded prophecies—would increase
(Danid 121-2, 4, 10). As the end of the age gpproaches, this passage suggests that God
will reved various agpects of prophecy to His people The communications revolution
cested by the opening of Interngt and the worldwide web, not to mention the
accompanying proliferetion of home computers gives us some inkling of how Danid’s
predictions might be fulfilled.
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The prophet Amos indicates that those cdled by God will have a specid indght
into how the future will unfold—"Surdly the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveds His
secret to His servants the prophets’ (Amos 37). Jesus Chrig Himsdf declared “No longer
do | cdl you [spedificdly His 19 century gpodles but by extenson Chrigians through Al
timeg servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have cdled you
friends for dl things that | heard from My Faher | have made known to you’ (John
15:15).

Nearly 3000 years later Herbert W. Armdrong eaborated on this generd concept,
writing: “He [God] foretold what would, through the years hgppen to thee dties and
nations [of Middle Eagern antiquity]! In every ingance the prophecies that were then to be
fulfilled came to pass on Babylon, Tyre, Sidon, Ashkdon, Ashdod, Ekron, Egypt, Assyrig,
Chddea, Perda, Greece and Rome. There has not been a missl Those prophecies were
accurate.

“And now, in other prophecies, the same supreme God has foretold precisdly what
is going to happen to the United Sates, the British nations Western Europe, the Middle
Ead, the Soviet Union [dc]... . Great world powers of our time have been, and are, the
United States, the Soviet Union [dc], Great Britain, Germany, France, and other Western
European nations’ (United Sates and Britain in Prophecy, p. ix, 2).

If the Hebrew prophets do not specificdly mention mogt modern naions in their
writings, detalls about modern events and today’s nationstates neverthdess may well be
described in many Old and New Testament prophecies. This can dearly be the case when
one understands and applies the interpretive principles of dudity and forerunners.

Herbert Armstrong observed: “Few have redized it but a dudity runs dl the way
through the plan of God [emphasis ourg in working out His purpose here bdow” (op. dit.,
p. 17). The gpodle Paul writes of a firg and second Adam—the physca human creeted in
the Garden of Eden by God (Geness 1:26, 2.7, 19) and Jesus Chrig, the quickening spirit
(1Corinthians 15:22, 45).

As there was a Babylon in ancient times—the capitd of the Nebuchadnezzar's
world ruling empire (Danid 2.1, 31, 37)—s0 there is a spiritud Babylon prophesed in the
Book of Reveation (17:1-6; 181-4). In gmilar fashion, the congregation of ancient Israd
in the wilderness was a physcd type of soiritud Isad or the New Testament Church of
God (Romans 2:29).

God' sHoly Day plan

One facet of the indght brought by the principle of dudity relates to the Church's
unique underganding of the meaning of God's holy days described in Leviticus chepter 23
and other passages in the Pentateuch. Those specid days provide us with a blueprint of the
“magler plan” of God. Chrigians better understand Chrig’s role as the sacrificid Lamb of
God (John 1:29, 36, Revdation 5:8) by examining the ceremonies tied to the sacrifice of
Passover lambs among the ancient |gradlites (Exodus 12:1-14).
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The paingaking remova of phydca leavening from the home each spring (Exodus
12:8-39) dramaticdly underscores the Chrigian's need to forsske dn (1Corinthians 5:7-8).
The wave sheaf offering and havest a Pentecos enlarges our understanding about the
founding of the New Tesament Church (Acts 2) and the concept of firdfruits (eg.,
Romans 8.23; 11:16).

The Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25) illuminates prophecies about end time
war, tribulation, the resurrection of the just and the ultimate return of Jesus Chrig
(1Corinthians 15:5254; 1Thessadonians 4:16-17). The two goats of Atonement (Leviticus
16:1-28) reved aspects of the sory of the Chrigt-sacrifice and the binding of Satan just
prior to Chrig’s thousand-year reign (Revelation 20:2-3, 7).

The Fesst of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:3443) gives us a dgimpse into the
Millennid reign of Chrig on eath (Revedion 204, 6), ad the Last Grest Day (Leviticus
2336, 39) rexlves the dilemma of how God will eventudly extend sdvaion to the
billions never cdled in the age between Adam’'s dn and the Second Coming (eg., Mathew
12:41-42; Revdation 20:11-12).

Each regpective fedivd season and holy day portrays something specid in the
magter plan of God.

If the principle of dudity megnifies our gpprecidion of God's Holy Days, it ds0
shows how predictions, written by prophets of antiquity for people of old, can have a
double and quite modern application. It gives us the confidence that God will act today as
He has acted in the padt.

Indeed, many prophecies, as wdl as hiblicd dories like those of Abraham or
Joseph, foreshadow the future. Thus the principle of dudity makes possble a variety of
complimentary interpretive frameworks (or legitimate ways of underdanding and gpplying
Scripture).

When fulfilled?

This principle can ds0 diffuse some of the concerns often raised about the physcd,
nationd promises inherited by the descendants of Abraham. Some critics of Britigt
Isradlism chdlenge the idea that these promises were not fulfilled until modern times.

They often explan that Scripture abounds with references in the promises to
Abraham that the patriarch’s descendants would become as the dugt of the earth (Genesis
13:16), the sand on the seeshore (Geness 22:17; 28:14), and the dars of the heavens
(Genesis 15:5; 22:17—compare Deuteronomy 10:22; 28:62).

Many modern commentators vigoroudy contend that these very promises were
fulfilled in Old Tetament times. Numerous verses gopear to butiress ther argument. In
Moses depating message to Israd about to cross the Jordan River and enter the Promised
Land (Deuteronomy 1), the leader of the Exodus dedared: “The Lord your God has
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multiplied you, and here you are today, as the sars of heaven in multitude’ (Deuteronomy
1:10).

Commerting on the conditions prevaling in Solomon's Igad, the narator of 1
Kings wrote “Judah and Isad were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude,
eding and drinking and rgoicdng” (1 Kings 4:20). King Solomon himsdf added to these
asations “Now, O Lod God, le Your promise to David my faher be established, for
You have made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude’ (2 Chronicles
1.9).

These passages gppear to undermine the idea that the promise to Abraham of a
multitude of descendants remained unfulfilled throughout ancient times. There are ways,
however, to resolve these apparent difficulties through the use of Scriptureitsdlf.

But we have to remember the basic biblica principle of undersanding a passage in
its proper context. One needs only to continue reading the passage in Deuteronomy 1.
Moses continued his thought with the prophetic charge, “May the Lord God of your fathers
make you a thousand times more numerous than you are, and bless you as He has promised
you’ (verse 11). There is double and even triple entendre in the bequesthing of blessngs
from God and the fulfillment of many prophecies found in the Hebrew Scriptures.

History forecasts things to come

The Bible abounds with forerunners which cagt a reveding shadow of events yet to
come. At one lewd, the Birthright blessng was inherited by those Igadites who crossed
over the Jordan River and occupied the Promised Land. Hebrews 4:3-11 is rich in
illugrating that both the Sabbath day and ancient Isad’s occupation of Canaan under
Joshua are foraunners of a future esablishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.

Passages like Deuteronomy 1:10-11 demondrate how this kind of dudity—the
successve unfolding of one antetype after anothe—operates as well. It would be nearly
four centuries after Joshuds initid lae-15th century B.C.E. occupdaion of the Promised
Land (Joshua 10:40; 11:23) that Isad would findly fill and dominate Canaan (note Joshua
131).

It took no less than David's persond and politicd savoir fare to bring unity to
these Isradites (2 Samud 24, 5:1-5) who had battled the centrifugd forces of tribadiam off
and on snce Moses had led Isradl to Canaan’ s borders.

However, the unity that David brought to the whole naion of Igad was a picture
of something far greater yet to come The rule of David and Solomon in the 11th-10th
centuries B.C.E. was a forerunner or antetype of Chrigt’s thousand year reign over dl the
eath (Revdation 20:4, 6). Condder how King Solomon's reign is summed up in the Bible
“And Judah and lgad dwdt safdly, each man under his vine and his fig tree, from Dan as
far as Beersheba, dl the days of Solomon” (1 Kings 4:25).
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Prophecy reveds tha the Millennium will be the time of the quintessentid reunion
of the 12 tribes of lgad (Ezekid 37:19, 22)—a prophetic event forecast during the
Davidic-Solomonic era (United States and Britain in Prophecy, pp. 59, 93, 122, 184). At
that future point in higory, dl the Igadite tribes will flourish as never before (eg.,
Jremiah 309, Ezekid 37:24-25). The epoch of the 11th-10th century B C. United
Monarchy was but an imperfect forerunner.

Biblicd scholar Eugene Merill destribes the fragility of the 12-tribed union even
under David's adroit politica leadership: “Once a modicum of unity had been achieved
David was ale to centrdize government in Jerusdlem without sacrificing locd  triba
diginctions and interests. At bedt, however, this was a loose federation, for up till the last
years of his life David had to druggle with the tendency toward fragmentetion, especidly
between Judah and the north...

“The success of his early wars... ateds to his ability to organize the nation, a least
on a temporay bass.. By the time of David's deah.. the old tribd didinctions dill
exiged, but with David there had come a leest a sense of naiond unity in both secular and
Spiritud affairs.

“The United Monachy didntegrated within one genaation following David's
desth. That breskup tedifies to the tentative character of this union” (Kingdom of Priedts:
A History of Old Testament Isradl, 1987, pp. 281-284—se d<0 the Soncino commentary
on “Samud,” pp. x-xi).

The important principle of duality

The success achieved during Igad’s Golden Age under David and Solomon is
itsdf a forerunner of the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Promise to Igad. It is not, however,
the grestest fulfillment. One of the mogst convincing tesimonies to this fact is found in 2
Samud 710 and 1 Chronides 17:9—"... | will gppoint a place for My people Israd, and
will plant them, thet they may dwdll in a place of their own and move no more.”

Concerning this prediction, Herbert W. Armdrong wrote “The prophecy was for
[1] Davids own time for [2] the ultimate fulfillment in the time of the Millennium to
come, and ds [3] far a different time in a different land where these scattered Igradlites
were to gaher, after being removed from the Holy Land, and while that land was lying idle
and in possession of the Gentiles”

The Millennid fulfillment to which he refers will sse “an era that will far surpass
(in grandeur and magnificence) even the reign of King Solomon” (United Sates and
Britain in Prophecy, pp. 59, 93, 122, 184).

To expand somewha on this quotation, a fulfillment of the promise of Abraham's
inheritance came araund 2520 years dfter the inhabitants of Israd’s northern kingdom
went into Assyrian captivity (see Chepter 6). The ultimate fulfillment will, of course, be
redized during the Millennid reign of Jesus Chrig. All fulfillments of the promises to
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Abraham tha precede the Second Coming are antetypes or forerunners which show us the
pattern we can expect to see under the rule of Chrigt (Isaiah 11:9).

Snce the Millennid redization of the promise is the grandest fulfillment, our
concerns in this paper focus on a lessr yet important  fulfillment—yprobably the
penultimate one—between the days of Solomon and the return of Jesus Chridt.

To fully explore that dory, we must address the issue of the “Logt 10 Tribes’ in
more detall.

Chapter 4

Were the 10 Tribes Really Lost?

Author A.S. Geysr reminds us tha “even in the course of the Exile itsdf the
prophets garted to proclam the return of the people and the restoration of the destroyed 12
Tribe Kingdom” (“Some Salient New Testament Passages,” p. 305). Indeed, a belief in the
continuing exisgence of the descendants of these deportees of the Northern Kingdom is
evidenced especidly in the higtory of the Jewish people.

Smon Wiesnthd convindngly agues that pat of the impetus of Columbus’
search for the East Indies was an interest in locating the Lost Tribes (Sails of Hope). In the
mid-17th century C.E., Dutch Rabbi Menasseh ben Isad (inspired by the Sories of world
travder Antonio Montezinos) even wrote a treatiss—The Hope of Israel (1650-1652)—on
the subject. These are but some of the many examples which could be cited.

However, many 20th century higorians and theologians have serioudy chdlenged
the idea that there even was such a phenomenon. Were the Igradites of the Northern
Kingdom ever redly lost?

Growth of ancient |srad into a nation

Before addressng that question, it is essentid to understand the basic contours of
Igadite higory. The people of Isad descended from the 12 sons of the biblicd patriarch
Jacob. At some time probably in the 17th century B.CE., severe famine throughout the
Fertile Crescent drove Jacob and his family to seek refuge in Egypt where Jacob's favorite
son, Joseph, had been sold into davery about two and a haf decades before.

Thanks to the remarkable events in Josgph's life—his unlikdy ascent from a
domedic servant to an Egyptian leader—he was in a key pogtion to bendfit the entire
family (Geneds 454-7) during this time of trid and famine throughout the entire Levant
(41:28-32; 53422; 431-2). Jacob and his family took up resdence in the fertile dluvid
plan of Goshen (45:10-11; 47:1-4) where the children of lsrad remained and grew into a
people (Exodus 1:7) over the following two centuries.
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The egablishment of Egypt's XVIlith dynasty bode ill far the Isalite colony in
the northeest corner of the Egyptian kingdom. Founded by Ahmose | (ca 1570-1546), this
dynegsty very likdy introduced the change in Egyptian policy tha lad the groundwork for
turning Israel into a dave people under harsh Egyptian taskmasters (Exodus 1:8-14).

The anti-lgaelite character of Ahmose's program was probably pat of a larger
naiondig reection agang vaying degrees of Hyksos domination of Egypt running from
Dynagties XIII through XVII (ca 1780-1560). The Hyksos were an Eastern people
ethnicdly related to the Hebrews. Ther dominance in Egypt during the life of Jossph may
help to account for his acceptability as a centrd figure in Egyptian governmen.

The Pharaoh “who knew not Joseph”

The cayptic biblical reference—"Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did
not know Joseph” (Exodus 1:8—may summaize this very pivotd period of Egyptian
higory. If the XVIIith Dynagty is indeed the period being described, Ahmenhotep | (1551-
1524 B.CE) probably folloved his predecessor's leed by indituting the repressve
policies which reduced the Isradlite population to dave labor.

Thutmose | (ca 1524-1518 B.CE) was likdy the pharaoh who ordered Hebrew
babies thrown into the Nile (Exodus 1:15-22). And the famous Thutmose Il (ca 1504-
1450 B.C.E), remembered today as the “Ngpoleon of Egypt,” became pharach around the
time of Moses flight into the wilderness of Midian (Exodus 2:15).

Whenever these events may have occurred, some 40 years after Moses left Egypt,
he returned, only this time to lead Igad on an Exodus out of Egypt (ca 1443 B.CE) ad
eventualy back to Canaan where father Abraham had spent the findl days of hislife.

After crossng the Jordan River and entering the land of promise (ca 1403 B.C.E),
the Igradites spent nearly the next four hundred years attempting to establish themselves as
the dominant nationd presence in the Land of Canaen. This did not occur until the
edablishment in aout 1004 B.CE. of a combined Judahite-lsraglite monarcty (2 Samue
24,5:1-4) under the remarkably charismatic and talented David bern+Jesse.

Only then did Israd findly become the dominant power of the area known as the
Holy Land. After Solomon's rule, the lgadite kingdom split with the 10 northern tribes
exiging as an independent nation for the next two centuries.

Sdebar: Egypt in American Heraldry

The lgadite experience in Egypt was a formative one. Indeed, Egypt was the
location where the 12 sons of Jacob and their families grew into a vast multitude
(Exodus 1.7). From these people God would eventudly form His own specid

naion (195). Shoud we be auprised, then, to find Egyptian symbdliam in
American herddry.
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Perhaps the most conspicuous example is the officid Sed of the United States,
which gppears on the back of the American one-dallar bill. Under the motto Annuit
Coeptis—‘He hath progpered our undertakings’'—we find the Great Pyramid of
Gizeh. This choice of imagery isinteresting in severd respects.

The name “Joseph” deives from Helrew yosafe—‘lé him add’—implying
“progoerity” (compare Genesis 39:2-3, 23). As for the Pyramid of Gizeh, it rests in
Egyptian territory dmogt precisdy a the center of the eath dong the 30th pardld
in longitude and on the 31¢ meridian east of Greerwich. As it gppears on the Sed,
the Pyramid condgs of 13 layers of sone—an dluson to Manasseh's ndiond
numbe—and is missng the cornardone a the top (compare PsAm 118:22; Luke
20:17).

The motto beneeth the Pyramid reads Novus Ordo Seclorum—*New Order of the
Ages” Such a choice is interesting consdering that the establishment of the new
Ameican ndion contributed to the Anglo-American ascendancy—an ascent which
is a type of Igad as God's supreme and modd nation during the Millennid rule d
Jesus Chrigt.

Egyptian imagay was on the mind of many of those who contributed to the
cegion of the new United Saes of Ameica Benjamin Frankling Thomas
Jefferson, and John Adams comprised the origind committee for credting an
officid nationd sedl.

Benjamin Franklin's desgn for the US sed showed Moses lifting his rod and
dividing the Red Sea while in the background Pharaoh’s hogt was overwhedmed.
Although Franklin's desgn was not adopted, the rays emanating from the pillar of
fire in his desgn aurvived to find expresson in the sed tha was ultimatdy
Selected.

Thomas Jefferson origindly proposed that the obverse dde of the sed portray the
liberated children of Igad in the wildemess, led through divine guidance by a
doud during the day and a pillar of fire by night. The motto encirding Jefferson’'s
owvn persond sed reed “Rebdlion to Tyrants is Obedience to God”—words taken
from Oliver Cromwel and the epitaph of John Bradshaw, both among the regicides
of Charles| (1625-1649).

It is gpparent that the founding American fathers saw a pardld between the
Igadite experience of Egyptian bondage and their own perceived colonid bondage
and migreatment under the “tyranny” of an English king. There was far more to the
amilaiities than they ever imagined in the imagery which they sdected for the
United States of America
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|srael’s golden age

If David lad the foundetion for a united Igadite monarchy, it was his successor
and son Solomon who brought Israd to new pinnacdle of power and glory (cf. 1 Kings 3:11-
13, 2 Chronides 1:11-12). Although many of today’'s acheeologids and theologians
eroneoudy dispute the accurecy of the biblicd account, Scripture represents the
Solomonic era as a “golden age’ when “the king made dlver & common in Jerusdem as
gones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland” (1

Kings 10:27).

The language used by the biblicd naraior to destribe Solomon's splendor and
megnificence is the same employed laer by the prophets to represent the coming
millennia age when the Kingdom of God will govern the eath under the rulership of Jesus
Chrig Himsdlf (eg., 1 Kings4:25; Micah 4:4).

The biblicad account of Solomon's reign aounds with Millennid types, petterns,
and foreunners. As many biblicd commentaries will dtest, Solomon—whose name
derives from the Hebrew root word shdomoh meaning “pesceful” or “pescesble’—is
often representative of no less than the quintessentiad Prince of Peace (Isdah 9:6), Jesus
Chrig.

Indeed, the Solomonic age of glory is a hiblicd forerunner of even greaer
fulfillments of the physcd, maerid, and nationd promises made to the descendants of
Abraham. Like dl forerunners or imperfect “types” Solomon's golden age was a shadow
of the redity it forecast. But unlike the yet future Millennid age, it bore within itsdf the
seeds of its own destruction.

The divided kingdom

If Solomon's Igrad bore the form of greater things to come, his methodologies for
kingdom building were not dways Chrig-like. Indeed, by the condudon of his reign, the
Kingdom's rdigious life had grosdy deeriorated (1 Kings 11:4-8). Also disstisfaction
over his high rae of taxaion, enforced labor policdes and insengtivity to concerns
regarding respect fa the teritorid integrity of the tribes north of Jerusdlem hed al resched
dangerous proportions.

When Solomon's son and successor, Rehoboam, met with northern leeders &
Shechem for the purpose of renewing the Davidic covenant of rulership over the northern
tribes (1 Kings 12:1), he vay likdy found himsdf confronted by a disllusoned group of
men intent on having their grievances promptly and effectively addressed (verses 2-5). The
young new king took three days to condder the northern gpped for tax reform and labor
reform, only to mistakenly accept the advice of his younger contemporaries over older,
wiser heads (verses 6-13).

Page 32
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

Rehoboam responded to northern requests with sharp rebuke and a foreboding
promiss “My faher made your yoke heavy, but | will add to your yoke my faher
chagtised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourged” (verse 14).

His wrongheaded, youthful presumptuousness had a predictable outcome. Heeding
the cry, “To your tents, O Igad” (verse 16), the northern tribes rdlied under the leadership
of ther chief spokesman, Jeroboam (verse 2-3, 20) dedaing “What share have we in
David?’ (verses 15-16).

From that momentous separation between Isad and Judah, the Bible bears witness
to a two century-long progresson of 10 different dynadties, presded over by no less than
19 monarchs reigning over what became commonly known as the “Northern Kingdom.”

This new politicad entity, completdy separate from the Kingdom of Judah,
essentidly was comprised of the tribes of Ephram and Manasseh (descendants of the two
sons of Joseph), Dan, Gad, Issaechar, Zebulun, Asher, and Naphtdi. From the establishment
of this independent Igadite monarchy, nationd leadership invarigbly took the northern
tribes away from God.

Sating with King Jeroboam | (ca 931-910 B.CE), the rdigious life of the
kingdom atrophied. Jeroboam dearly midrusted God's forthright and awesome assertion
thet could have launched the Northern Kingdom to remarkable achievement and success.

Through the prophet Ahijah, God had promised Jeroboam: “So | will teke you, and
you shdl reign over dl your heat desres and you shdl be king over Igad. Then it shdl
be, if you heed dl that | command you, wak in My ways and do what is right in My dght,
to keep My datutes and My commandments, as My sarvant David did, then | will be with
you and build for you an enduring house, as | built for David, and will give Isad to you’
(1 Kings 11:37-38).

The crucial snsof Jeroboam

Unhappily, Jeroboam faled to teke advantage of this remarkable opportunity. He
succumbed to the fear that his northern subjects would return to the House of David (1
Kings 12.26). In paticular, he was anwxious that lgadite reigious unity eventudly might
prompt arestoration of politica oneness among the 12 tribes.

To subvet any such devdopment, Jeroboam actudly serioudy polluted the
religious life of his people by erecting golden cadves as idols in both Dan and Bethd (1
Kings 12:28-30). Bdieving that the common obsavance of God's annud fedivas
(Leviticus 23) would rekindle a dedre for nationd unification, he changed the date of the
great fdl fedivd (Leviticus 23:23-44) from the seventh to the eighth month of the Hebrew
cdendar (1 Kings 12:32-33).

Frdly, he summaily dismissed the legitimae prieshood (verse 31, 1 Kings
14:33), a group of men set apat by God's own decree (eg., Exodus 40:15) for the purpose
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of mantaning the integrity of the rdigious life of the nation. To Jeroboam, the Leviticd

prieghood represented a threatening independent power base within his kingdom. They
inherited their office, owed the king nothing, and were largely outsde his contral.

In place of the Levites Jeroboam crested new ecclesadticd hierarchy of “the
lowest” and least experienced people (1 Kings 12:31; 14:33), a group of men who owed dl
that they had and were to the king. Such a caste would have to cater to royd favor to retain
postion. By disnissng the Leviticd priests of the north, the king gained royd control of
the priesthood.

So Jeroboam willfully changed the naiond form of worshipping the true God for
blatant political ressons God wants us to worship Him in His way on His days—not ours
(Deuteronomy 12:30-32).

Thus the fird king of the new Igadite dynasty edtablished an unfortunate,
erroneous patern in rdigious life which ultimatdy led to the dedtruction of the Northern
Kingdom. So important was the impact of the religious changes Jeroboam introduced that
his regn became the sandard againgt which futur e evil in Isradl would be measured.

For the mog pat, Igad’s politicd and ecclesadticd leadership perdged in the Sns
of Jeroboam (eg., 1 Kings 13:34; 15:30; 16:2-3, ec.) virtudly from the foundation to the
collapse of the |sraelite Sate.

In the find andyss God withdrew His protection and blessng, leaving the
northern kingdom to fdl victim, like mogt of other smdl, independent kingdoms across the
8th century B.CE. Fetile Crescent to a new and powerful military presence on the
ascendarcy from about the mid-Sth century. The coming of the Assyrians spelled doom for
lsrad.

The 10 tribes go into Assyrian captivity

The landmark 19th century C.E. discoveries of British archaeologis Auden Henry
Layad dispdled any doubts that the Assyrian kingdom was a formidable force which
ferocioudy dominated the entire ancient Near East off and on from the Sth through the 7th
centuries B.CE. It is indisputable that the Assyrians invaded and conquered the Northern
Kingdom as pat of tha domination. What remans beyond our higtoricad grasp ae the
precise, complete, and irrefutably accurate facts and figures involved.

Some ague tha only a gmdl number of leading people—the northern
intdligentsa—were actudly taken captive by the Assyrians The rest dther fled as
refugess, or assmilaed into the dien populaions trangplanted in the Northern Kingdom (2
Kings 17:24). Others bdieve tha the endavement and removd of Isadites involved
amog the entire northern population. How are we to know who is correct? How many
|sradlites were actudly deported?

Sidebar: Egypt, Assyria, and the British Museum
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For any enthusas of ancent world hisory, a pilgrimege to the British Museum is
an antiquarian's ddight. Ingde its richly filled hdls the vidgtor discovers many of
the mos important achaeologicd remans of the grestest dvilizations and
kingdoms of the ancient world. In particular, one finds an aundance of tressures
which document the histories of the Egyptian and Assyrian kingdoms.

From Egypt we find among many other things the Rosdta Stone—the key to
unlocking one underganding of Egyptian hieroglyphics, the huge granite head of

Amenhotep 1lIl from Kanak; and an impressve assemblage of mummies and
vaious papyri. The Assyrian collection of the British Museum occupies a full
Seven rooms

Included in these treasures are Shdmaneser’s Black Obdisk; the Taylor Prism; the
colossd human headed bulls and lions, and the rdiefs of the Lachish dege royd
lion hunts, and rdiefs from various paace wdls. Those who dgroll through its
corridors leave with a diginct sense of what it might have been like to have lived
during the heyday of Nimrud, Nineveh, and other mgor Assyrian cities.

There is a certain appropriateness that such a large concentration of Egyptian and
Assyrian  records, monuments, and archeeological  atifects resde in  Britan's
nationd museum. For ancient lsrad, the two kingdoms of Egypt and Assyria were
intimately involved in Israd’ s beginnings and endings

As the Bible reveds the tribes migrated to Canaan out of an extended sojourn in
Egypt, eventudly sdtling in that area and edtablishing themsdves in the 11th and
10th centuries B.CE. as the dominant regiond power. After Solomon's rule the
Igadite kingdom golit with the 10 northern tribes existing as an independent polity
for the next two centuries.

The descendants of 10 of the Isradlite tribes eventudly fel victim to the aggressve
expandon of the Assyrian Empire Many of the mod interesting pieces in the
museum’'s  collection provide the best extrabiblicd documentation of the Bibles
acocount of the extinction of the northern kingdom.

Assyrian court records provide specific numbers. The Emperor Sargon |l dams to
have taken 27,290 cgptive from Samaria (Sargon's Annds, 10-18). This number seems
decidedly smdl agang a population that some authorities esimate to have been around
500,000. However, if Sargon's tedimony is a primary resource, it is dso conddered
suspect by most modern-day historians of the period.

The chroniders of Sargon's reign did not produce the record of Israd’s fdl until
svad yeas dter the collgpse of Samaria More importantly, Sargon may have even
faoricated a role for himsdf in the whole mater of Isad’s conquest. Many sholars and
higorians point out other condderations thet reduce to Sargon’'s credibility. “He probably
had no right to tha dam [of teking Samarig, a least not as king. He may have been
Shdmanesar’ sarmy commander” (Shanks, Ancient |sradl, pp. 130-131,154).

Page 35
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

The Assyrian kings

The immedige chan of events leading to Israd’s ultimate fdl and subsequent
messve deportation actudly began  with Tiglahpileser, the Assyrian ruler who
implemented the Gdileen Captivity (734-732 B.CE) taking large segments of the
Reubenite, Gaddite, and the Trans-Jordan Manasdte populaion into  the  upper
Mesopotamian river vdley. In fact, Shdmaneser V was the Assyrian monarch responsible
for the 722/721-718 B.C.E. campaign into the Northern Kingdom.

Ancther observer reminds us that Shdmanesr “was deposed soon afterwards by
another king, Sargon I, whose very name, ‘True King, betrays the suspect nature of his
dam to the throne Sagon moved the Assyrian cgpitd to his own founddion of
Khorsdbed, built in imitation of Nimrud.. In three campagns 734-732 B.CE., Tiglah
pileser overwhelmed the area.”

“Damascus and pat of Igad became Assyrian provinces and many of the
inhabitants were deported. By 718 B.C.E. lsad, which had proven a troublesome vassa
state, was findly diminated and Samaria became cepitd of an Assyrian province. The
Asyyrian king & this time was Shdmanesr V, but he did not have time to commemorate
his achievements in gone, and it was his successor, Sargon 11, who cdamed credit for his
victory” (Julian Reade, Assyrian Sculpture, pp. 33, 45-46).

Findly, consarveive biblicd scholar Eugene Merill observes tha Shdmanesr V
“took Samaria in his lagt year... . Sargon, who probably was not the son of Tiglathpileser,
as some dam, but a usurper, reigned over the vast Assyrian Empire from 722 to 705. One
of Assyrids most militant rulers, he dams to have undertaken dgnificant campaigns in
every one of his seventeen years. In the annals of his first year he takes credit for Samaria’s
fall.

“In actud fact the biblica assertion that Shamaneser V was responsible is correct;
a svad scholars have shown, Sargon cdamed this mgor conquest for his own reign so
that the record of hisfirst year would not be blank” (Kingdom of Priests, pp. 408-409).

Even if Marill is incorrect, might it be possble that Sargon's low figures regarding
deportees reflect a mopping up operation—that the numbers he liss do not indude those
dready taken by his predecessors Tiglath-pileser 111 and Shamaneser V?

The important biblical account

For those who bdieve in the inerancy (absolute rdiability) of Scripture (John
17:17), there is another and far more rdidble source the biblicd record. God warned
through Moses that He would “scater them [lsad] into corners’ and “make the
remembrance of them to cease from among men” (Deuteronomy 32:26, KJV).
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The report of 2 Kings is probably the most essentid biblical testimony: “Therefore
the Lord was very angry with Isradl, and removed them from His sght; there was none left
but the tribe of Judah done.. the Lord regjected dl the descendants of Igad, afflicted them,
and ddivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them from His sght...

“For the children of Igrad waked in dl the $ns of Jeroboam which he did; they did
not depat from them, until the Lord removed Isradl out of His sght, as He had sad by dl
His sarvants the prophets. So Isradl was carried away from ther own land to Assyria, as it
istothisday” (2 Kings 17:18-23).

Granted, there is biblicad proof and indirect archaeologica evidence that there were
representatives from the northern tribes among the people of Judah well dafter Isad’s fdl.
Undoubtedly, some northerners moved to the south in protes of the unlawful practices
introduced by Jeroboam | (1 Kings 12:25-33, 1333, 2 Chronides 11:13-16) and many of
his successors, most notably Ahab and Jezebd (1 Kings 16:28-33, 1834, 18). Such men
and women did 0 in an effort to find an unpolluted reigious ervironment in which to
worship the true God.

It is ds0 quite probable that many northerners headed south permanently to escepe
the Assyrian ondaught of the 8th century B.CE. It is indisputable that the population of
Jausdem expanded gregtly during that very time Igadi acheeologis Magen Broshi
edimates that the population of Jerusdem sweled from about 7,500 to 24,000 as the 8th
century drew to aclose.

Not dl this increase is dtributable to a burgeoning birthrate. Certainly some pious
northerners responded to Hezekiah's rdigious reformation (2 Chronides 30:1-18, 31:1) but
most probably acted out of fear of the oncoming Assyrian invason.

Perhaps the greatest acheeologicd find rdevant to the issue of northerners

relocating in the south is Hezekiah's “broad wal’—20-23 fet wide and located on the
cty’'s wedern ridge Nahaman Avigad discovered this dructure in 1970 (compare 2
Chronides 32.5; Isaiah 22:9-11).

Indirectly rdated is “Hezekiah's Tunnd”—a subterranean channd benegth the city
of Jrusdem to guarantee the city's waer supply in time of sege This archaeologica
feature ateds to the anxieties which the Assyrian invason (2 Kings 18:9-19.37; Isaah,

chapters 36-37) of the late-8th century must have crested.
Evidence of Israd’s presence in Judea

Other frequently cited biblicd passages regarding an Igadite presence in Judea
petan to Asds regn over Judeh (2 Chronides 15:8-9) and King Jodah's reformation
peiod (343, 6, 9; 35:17-18; 2 Kings 23:19-20). Of less ceatanty are the cams that dl
Isradl was restored in the days of Zerubbabd, Ezra, or Nehemiah.
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Many critics of Britidtlsadism vigoroudy mantan that the 6th century B.CE.

Redtoration under Zerubbabd condituted a return of al 12 tribes (compare mention of “dl
Igad” in Ezra2:70; 7:28); not Judah only.

Much is made of the sacrificing of “twelve bulls for dl Isad” (Ezra 8:35—see ds0
6:1617) or references to “lgadites’ (Nehemiah 11:3-4) or Zechaiah's admonitions to
both houses (Zecharigh 8:13). To bring baance to this debate, we must remember that the
ressttlement process was into areas from which the émigrés predecessors had formaly
lived. The names of the returnees accompanying Ezra (eg., Ezra 1.5, 81-15) are Jewish—
not names from northern tribesmen.

Moreover, the Bible mentions only a few locations of the area resdtled which are
not decidedly pat of Judah's teritorid inheritance (Jericho, Bethd, and possbly Ono, and
Nebdla—Nehemiah 7:32, 36-37; 11:31-35). Those dtes that were in the north are located
in the far south dong the border of the territory of the Kingdom of Judah.

We ae likdy looking & areas which were peopled by the southernmogt inhebitants
of the northern kingdom—ones who escaped the net of the 8th century B.CE. Assyrian
captivity—or quite possbly Jews who eventudly drifted north to occupy the land vecaed
by Assyrian deportation. Ezra 1:5 implies that the leaders and organizers of the return were
Jewish rather than Isradlite.

The 12 tribes in the New Testament

The New Testament includes numerous references to “the twelve tribes” Luke 2:36
mentions Anna the prophetess who was from the tribe of Asher. In Acts 3:12, we see Peter
addressng his audience as “men of Igad.” Some critics employ Acts 9:15 to argue that
Paul fulfilled his missonary work to Isragl by preaching to the Jews. Others cite Acts 26:2-
8 and 22-23 to ague tha dl12 tribes worshipped God in the 1¢ century CE. Romans 11:1
and Philippians 3:5 identify Paul not as a Jew, but a Benjamite.

James 1.1 addresses “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.” Findly, some
commentators argue that the sautation in 1 Peter 1:1—"to the pilgrims of the Digperson in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Ada, and Bithynid'—is addressed to non-Jewish | sradlites.

Agan, A. S Geyser convincngly chdlenges those who appropricte these New
Testament versesin thisfashion. He writes:

“In parables and debates he [Jesug taught them [the 12] its [the Kingdom's] nature
and the ggns of its coming, and to pray for it daly. The ‘12" (deven) asked him &fter the
resurrection, ‘Are you now going to establish the Kingdom for lgad? (Acts 1:6). James
perceived ther presence, the latent 12 tribes in the Jewish digperson in and around
Antioch around 46 A.D...

“Paul pronounces a beracha on the Igad of God in the Gddian diagpora is
convinced that dl Israd will be saved and pleads before Agrippa his hope that according to
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the divine promises the 12 Tribe Kingdom will be resored [Gdatians 6:16, Romans 11:26,
Acts 266-7].

“The 12 [gpodles to whom Jesus ddegated his power and authority to exemplify
the ingahering in Gdilee, and who for that occason quite rightly his not the church's,
goodoloi, ae litedly fundamentd to the 12 Tribe Kingdom's redordion as
goocdyptically symbolized in the ‘New Jausdem” (“Some Sdient New Testament
Passages,” p. 310).

In ample terms, there were Igadites as part of a longterm diaspora. In addition to
the digpersed tribes of Igad to aeas outdde Pdedine there were Isradites who had
settled within the boundaries of Judah. Nether the biblicd nor secular records support the
idea that eveary las man, woman, and child of the Northern Kingdom went into captivity
“in Hdah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the dities of the Medes’ (2 Kings
17:6; 18:11—compare Hosea 13:16).

Obvioudy, there were lgadites from the Northern Kingdom who relocated and
assmilated into the Jewish Kingdom. The issue is how many were taken captive and
deported by the Assyrian rulers Tiglath-pileser 111, Shamaneser V, and Sargon 1.

A mass deportation policy

It is dgnificant that Assyrian ruler Tiglah-pilesr inditted a nove policy
concaning the treatment of conquered populaions. Roman Caholic scholar  and
theologian Lawrence Boadt tdls us that the practice of mass deportations “became the
dandard Assyrian policy from that time on... There is good evidence that conditions were
not as bad under the Babylonians as under the earlier Assyrians who had begun the
practice of mass deportations of conquered people back in the eighth century.”

Boadt amplifies his description of Tiglath-pilessr noting thet he would hold “entire
cties repongble if they did not surrender the rebdling king to him. He would often wipe
out a whole populaion or deport them to fa-off lands and replace them with peoples
conquered in dill other pats of his empire’ (Boadt, Reading the Old Testament, pp. 43,
383-334).

Was this a pattern gpplied by the successors of Tiglath-pileser? Historians McKay
and Buckler note that sometimes the Assyrians deported only a portion of a kingdom or
naion. “In other cases they deported whole populaions wrenching them from ther
homelands and resdtling them in drange territories’ (History of Western Society, 3rd ed.,
p. 50). If these secular higtorians argue thus, the Bible seemsto indicate it dl the more.

We must ask whether the biblical assertion that “there was none left but the tribe of
Judah done’ (2 Kings 17:18) should be taken at face vaue. If one accepts the scriptures as
a vdid primary resource, the biblica evidence suggedts it is wiser to ar on the dde of
literd interpretation.
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In predicting the Assyrian overrunning of the Northern Kingdom, the Hebrew seer
Amos propheticdly described the “remnant” that would be left behind: “Thus says the
Lord: ‘As a shepherd takes from the mouth of a lion two legs or a piece of an ear, so shdl
the children of Igad be taken out who dwdl in Samaia ..”” (Amos 3:12). In such a
fashion, Amos poseticaly represents the pdtry population of the Northern Kingdom after
the Assyrian conquest.

Findly, Jewish tradition, which anticipaes an eventud reunion of the physcd 12
tribes as pat of its Messanic eschaiology (see the Soncino Commentary on Isaiah 43:12-
21, Jaemiah 23.6-8, Ezekid 37:19; note dso Jeemiah 3377 and Geyer's “Some Sdient
New Testament Passages,” pp. 305-310), dso strongly supports the notion of logt tribes.

With the exception of the tesimony of an Assyrian king, whose Annds themsdves
ae suspect, there is no specific number assigned biblicdly or othewise to the northerners
deported. Nether is there record of the number involved in any resettlement in or return to
the region of Judea And s0.. we are Hill left with the crucid question: Where then did the
Igraditesgo?

Chapter 5

The Migrations of the 10 Tribes

If Assyria caried the mgority of the Northen Kingdom's populetion into
captivity, where then did those Igadites ultimatdy go? They were last seen heading
Northeas—captives of one of the most feared and warlike people in the ancient Near
Eas. From tha point forward in time these Igadites essentidly vanish from recorded

higtory.

Can we find the tentribe nation of Israd today? If so, where are we to look far the
evidence?

The best place to begin is the Bible itsdf. The prediction of the prophet Amos
expands our underdanding of the record in 2 Kings 17:18-23, a passage which indicates
that the Eternd removed Isradl “out of His dght” with the result that “there was none left
but the tribe of Judah only” in the land of the |sradlite kingdoms.

This prophet from Tekoa in northern Judea tdls us that “the remnant of Joseph”
(Amos 515) would be scatered, but ultimady not logt entirdy from God's view:
“‘Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are on the snful kingdom [Israd as a palitica entity],
and | will degtroy it from the face of the earth; Yet | will not utterly destroy the house of
Jacob, says the Lord. ‘For surdy | will command, and will gft the house [family] of Israd
among dl ndions as gran is dfted in a deve yet not the amdlest gran shdl fdl to the
ground’” (Amos 9:8-9).
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With these passages in mind, we might expect that the migrations of the tribes can
be traced by hintsin Scripture and biblica prophecies. Such is exactly the case.

Where did the “lost tribes’ go?

The Scriptures cited above imply that Isad would be dfted—that they would be
paticpants in a mgor migraiory movement dong with scores of other ethnic groups—and
then be divindy led to and planted in a permanent home. This beng the case, we can
deduce from other passages that Israd’s new land would be located to the north and west
of the Promised Land.

The mogs frequently used verse in this regad is found in the Book of Isaah:
“Surdy these shdl come from afar; Look! Those from the north and the wes, and these

from the land of Snim” (Isaiah 49:12;compare verse 20).

Snce there was no expresson in the Hebrew language corresponding to the
English “northwest,” it does no violence to the meaning of Isaah's predictions to
understand this passage to mean that |sradl would migrate in a northwesterly direction.

But there are other biblicd clues Other sections of Scripture often cited include
Hosea 12:1. “Ephram feeds on the wind, and pursues the eest wind’ [i.e, an expresson
which implies moving to the wed].

Jeremiah provides an interesting cdue as wdl: “Go and prodam these words
toward the north, and say: ‘Return, backdiding Israd’” (Jeremiah 3:11-12).

Sill different passages suggest thet Igrad will ultimatdy be found in an idand
stting. “1 will st his hand over the sea, and his right hand over the rivers’ (Psdm 89:25)
and “Ligten, O coastlands, to Me, and take heed, you peoplesfrom afar” (Isaiah 49:1).

Also, “They shdl come with weeping, and with supplications | will lead them. |
will cause them to wak by the rivers of waters, In a sraight way in which they shdl not
gumble for | am a Father to Isad, and Ephram is My firgborn. Hear the word of the
Lord, O natiions, and declare it in the ides aar off, and say, “He who scattered Isradl will
gather him, and keep him as a shepherd does hisflock” (Jeremiah 31:9-10).

Other miscellaneous references to an idand location include Jeremiah 31:1-3, 9-10;
Issiah 24:15; 41:1, 5, 515, 66:19; and dso Pdm 89:25. In addition, Isaiah 233 implies
that Isradl will be amaritime people (compare Ezekid 17:4-5).

Collectively, dl the passages cited above can be used to make the case that the
captive lgadites eventudly moved from Mesopotamia, ultimatdy sdttling in Northwestern
Europe.
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TotheBritish I1des

The implication is that the descendants of Ephram and Manasseh, on whom the
patriarch Jacob or Israd had specificaly named his name (Geness 48:16), findly setled in
the British Ides.

If this use of Scripture seems contrived, there are other no less unusud and
aurprisng gpplications of God's Word which were made by Jesus and dill laer the
goodles themsdves Even Romen Catholic theologian Paul Knitter who probes the
“scandd of paticulaity” —the cdam that Jesus Chrig represents something thoroughly
aurprigng, exceptiond and unique in human higory—concedes the fallowing: “Both
citicd Chrigians and skepticd humanistls must be open to the posshility tha wha they
[the Evangdicd Chrigians| are saying may be true’ (No Other Name? A Critical Survey of
Chrigtian Attitudes Toward the World Religions, pp. 45, 49).

In principle, Knitter's concession agpplies smilaly to the matter of the identity of
Isad in moden times If the tentribes Hill exisgs and can be found today among the
Ango-Saxon/Cdtic peoples of the world, no amount of eoquent or persuasive theologica
reasoning to the contrary can confute or dter the plan and purpose of God. If our Biblicd
reasoning—in scholarly language our hermeneutic —is sound thus far, the higtorica
evidence beginsto bear a greater burden of proof.

But how did the | sradlites get to Europe?

One of the most conspicuoudy obscure periods of history lies between Isad’s 8th
century B.CE deportation and the appearance—seemingly from out of nowhere—of
Hengid, Horsa, and ther Anglo-Saxons compatriots These people arived on the Thanet
off England’'s southeest coast in aound 449 C.E. Finding Isad in the post-8th century
B.CE. ancient world is of course, no mean task. It goproximates the proverbid looking
for aneedle in ahaystack. The Anglo-Saxons leave us no record of their past lineege.

Like dl other inquiries of this nature, the results are redtricted by the subjectivity of
interpreting the very incomplete historical record of antiquity.

Since records from the digant past are so patia—limited by the ravages of time,
war, and the dements not to mention the intractable difficuty of recondructing the
higories of the largdy norHiterate populations—a sngle find in archaeology can literdly
overturn a whole interpretive paradigm (or specific method of viewing the higtorica
record) in amatter of years.

Because of this factar, the recondruction of ancient world higory is—and until the
Mariage Supper of the Lamb (Revddion 19:7-9) will reman—subject to critidism and
radicaly different interpretations of the same basc evidence. Such limitations meke the
search for Isragl’ strall particularly chdlenging.
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How then did the logt 10 tribes get from Mesopotamia in the Middle Eagt to
Northwestern Europe and the British Ides? This scenaio seems unlikdy—a unique
interpretation of both higorica facts and the Word of God. The former leaves us very little
to go on—only shards of higoricd evidence However, if there is a paucty of primary
resource materid, the broad contours of the story can be recondructed from the fragments
of history we possess so far.

Sidebar: Pogt-Captivity |srad and the Extra-biblical Record

The two principd extra-biblical references to pod-captivity Isael come from 1
century C.E. Jewish higorian, Josephus, and the apocryphd work we know as I
Esdras (ca. C.E. 70-135).

In Antiquities of the Jews, Josgphus writes that “the entire body of the people of
Isad remaned in that country [to which the Assyrians deported them|; wherefore
there are but two tribes in Asa and Europe subject to the Romans, while the 10
tribes are beyond Euphraes till now, and ae an immense multitude, and not to be
edimated by numbers’ (Book 11, Chapter V, Section 2).

It isnat known where Josgphus gat his information.
The account of Esdras reads.

“Then you saw him collecting a different company, a peaceful one. They are the 10
tribes which were taken off into exile in the time of King Hoshea, whom
Shdmanesr  king of Assyria took prisoner. He deported them beyond the
[Euphrates] River, and they were taken away into a drange country. But then they
reolved to leave the country populated by the Gentiles and go to a disat land
never inhabited by man [2 Samud 7:10], and there a last to be obedient to ther
laws, which in their own country they hed failed to keep [Leviticus 26:18-21].

“As they passed through the narrow passages of the Euphrates, the Most High
peformed mirades for them, sopping up the channds of the river until they had
crosed over [compare the Isradite crossng of the Red Sea (Exodus 14:16, 21-22)
and laer the Jordan River (Joshua 3:13)].

“Thear journey through that region, which is cdled Arzareth, was long, and took a
year and a hdf. They have lived there ever since, until this find age. Now they are
on ther way back, and once more the Mog High will sop the channels of the river
[Isaigh 27:6, 12-13] to let them cross’ (2 Esdras 13:39-47, from the Apocrypha).

While the records of nether Josgphus nor Esdras meit the credibility of ingpired
and canonized Scripture, there is very likely a core of truth in the accounts that both
writers have presarved for us After dl, they wrote about a period less than 700
years ealier.
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With paticular reference to Esdras record, one of the most credtive (if subjective)
explanations of how Igad’s trek can be demondraed is found in an article by John
Hulley (ak.a, Yochanan Hevroni Ben David) “Did Any of the Log Tribes Go
North? Is the ‘Sambatyon’ the Bosphorus?” published in B'Or HdTorah, No. 6 (in
English), 1987 (pp. 127-133).

The author explores the tradition that indicates that the logt tribes are located
beyond the “Sambatyon,” a river which is sad to have rested—ceased its flow—on
the Sabbah day (compare Babylonian Tdmud Sanhedrin 65B; Jerusdlem Tamud
Sanhedrin 10:6; Lamentations Rabba 2:9; Geneds Rabba 11:5and 73:6;, Targum
Pseudo-Jonathan to Exodus 34:10; dso Nachmanides on Deuteronomy 32:36).

Through the Bosporus

Hulley demondrates that the narrow drat of the Bosphorus, through which pass
the waters of the Black Sea into the Aegean, is likdy the “river” about which tradition
gpeeks. “There the current does dow down dradicdly, sop or even reverse on average
about once a wek” (p. 128). He offers an explanation of the physica process which
produces this unusud phenomenon. The Bosphorus would have been a likdy area through
which some of the migraing Isradites would have passed on ther journey out of Assyrian
captivity and on to the European Continent.

Hulley condudes his aticde with a refreshingly bdanced gpproach by writing,
“these pieces of evidence are circumdantid, and the identification can therefore only be
conjectura. On the other hand, they are unique, and their combination is exceptiond.”

There are many other interesting and plausble theories aout how Israd made the
trek from the Middle East to Northwestern Europe. One such treatment is W. E. Flmer's
atide, “Our Scythian Ancestors” which proposes an Igadite migration wel et of the
route suggested by Hulley above, and through the Dariel Pass in the Caucasus Mountains.

Filmer argues that a network of Scythian tombs deting from the early 6th century
B.CE. through the mid-4th century B.CE. exigs to the northwest of the area and
documents the course of Igadite migrations He bdieves that these traveers filled the
expanse between the Sea of Azov and the Carpathian Mountains.

Basad on evidence derived from some gmilaities in burid practices, Flmer
atempts to connect the lgraditesScythians with the Germanic populaion which arived
adong the coasts of the southern Bdtic Sea severd centuries later. His argument, as
interesting as it may be fdls somewha <hort in meking an indisputable connection
between Igad and the Scythian tombs (see dso Raymond F. McNar, “Hard, Physca
Evidence” America and Britain in Prophecy, p. 42).
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Evidence of a route through Assyria?

Findly, one of the richet and most detalled descriptions of Isad’s departure from

Assyrian territory comes from Mgor Bertram De W. Wddon (The Origin of the English,
2nd ed., Revedation, 1919, pp. 48-52).

Bringing his military experience to bear, he equates the freeing of the Igadlites
with the defeat of the Assyrians a the hands of Nabopolassar (626-605 B.C.E.) of Babylon
in a squence of engagements initidly in 612 B.CE. with the fdl of Nineveh; a the firg
Batle of Carchemish in 609 B.CE.; and the find knock out blow severd years later, agan
a Carchemish, gte of the last remaining Assyrian stronghold (605 B.C.E.).

Drawing from the agpocyphd Book of Tobit (ca 250-175 B.CE.), Wedon
suggests that Tohit, both a leader in the lgadite community and an Assyrian officid,
believed a return to Pdedine would be impractica. Hodtile armies blocked the route back
home and Egyptian garrisons occupied Judah. Weldon opines

“Between the country of the Carducci and the armies of the Medes a narrow gap
lay open. This was the route through the Caucasus.. With some dim traditions of ther
former Exodus to heaten them, with the encouragement given by the more recent
prophetic messages that had reached them [dlegedly from Jeremiah—p. 48], the tribes left
ther garting point (probably in the region of Ecbatana), crossed the upper waters of the
Euphrates, where their enemies very nearly cut them off [compare || Esdras 13:43-44], and
swvung North through the Caucasus into Scythia

“In the Caucasus one of the important passes bears the name of the ‘gates of Isadl’
to this day... The flight of Israd, which may be dated 608 B.C.E, the year of the baitle of
Carchemish [d9c.], would bring the tribes across the upper Euphrates, through the passes of
the Caucasus, into the vast and barren plains of the Scythian steppes.”

The booklet America and Britain in Prophecy (1996) does a commendable job in
presenting the historical evidence documenting Israd’s location and movements in ancient
higory (see Raymond McNair, “Anglo-American Ethnic Roots”, pp. 28-44). His work is
egpecidly interesting concerning the connections between Isad and the ancient world
people known to us as the Cdts, Cimmerians, and Scythians.

Mr. McNar's booklet makes thee associdions with good cause Scandinavian
schola Anne Karine Gade Krigensen includes an argument in favor of identifying the
Cimmerians as Igadite in her volume, Who Were the Cimmerians, and Where Did They
Come From? Sargon 1, the Cimmerians, and Rusa | (e egpecidly chepter 3, pp. 118-
122).

It is ggnificant that other higtorians have argued that the successve waves of

“Germanic”  migrants—the Volkesvanderung—into Southeestern and centra  Europe were
essentialy comprised of the same ethnic group. The movement itself is a complicated one.
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The enigma of Germanic origins

Many twentiegth-century higorians and sociologiss have tried to explan who the
Geamans were and why they emigrated, but scholars have not had much success at
answering these quedions. The surviving evidence is primarily archaeologicd, scanty, and
not yet adequately explored.

Why did the Germans emigrae? We do not know. “The cause and nature of the
Volkesvanderung chdlenge the inquirer as much as ever. Scholars are hampered in
answering these quedtions [about who the Germans wereg] because the Germans, like other
wandering tribes, could not write and thus kept no written records before their converson
to Chrigianity” [generdly conddered when Frarkish King Clovis became Chridian in
CE. 49.

Our knowledge of the Garmans depends largdly on information in records written
in the dxth and seventh centuries and projected backward (McKay, €. d., History of
Western Society, 3rd ed., pp. 210, 212-214).

Undoubtedly, the groups of Igadites that depated from Mesopotamia, as pat of
this generd movement, left the land of ther captivity in dzable but diginct and separate
groups. Vaious respective paties probably followed different routes. Moreover, as
implied by the prophecy of Amos 9.9—tha Isad would be sfted “among dl nations, like
corn is dfted in a seve’—intermixed with the many other peoples moving northward to
exgpe from ham's way from the invading amies coming out of the lower Tigris-
Euphratesriver valey.

With this in mind, we must be caeful not to genedize Not adl Scythians,
Cimmerians, or Cdts were Igadites Indeed, the term “Scythian” gppears to be more a
generic name for triba peoples rather than for a specific ethnic group. Of course, some
Igadites no doubt were induded among those 0 designated after the close of the 7th
century B.C.E. Scripture itsdf may indlude a backhanded dlusion to this very fact.

Note in Coossans 311 the interesing biblicd use of the term “Scythian” in
juxtapogtion to “Babaian” This passage legitimatdy can be underdood to imply
Igadite versus non-lgadite, just as the smilar phrassology “neither Jew nor Greek” in
Gdatians 3:28 suggests.

If dl of these various arguments hold a cetan gpped, they fdl short of being
absolutdy conclusve. The traill of Israd out of the upper Mesopotamian river vdley is less
congpicuous than we would like it to be. Neverthdess it is not that difficult to deduce how
groups of Igadites mugt have moved dowly and inexorably in a northwedterly direction.
Britidtlgadite  literature—with  varying degrees of support  from  higoricd
documentation—typicaly indudes some of the following threads in its rendition of how
this migration occurred.
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Some interesting possibilities

Some members of Igaditish dans left Isad wel before the 8th century B.CE.
deportation began. In paticular, a number of Danites departed Isad shortly after the 15th
century B.CE. Exodus from Egypt, going fird to Greece but eventudly settling in Irdland.
During the regn of Solomon and other subsequent kings, it is possble tha Igadite
colonigts left Isral for Britain, Irdland, and northwestern European coastlands.

The Bible tdls us tha Solomon had a navy which he operated with the Phoenicians
(1 Kings 92628, 2 Chronicles 8:18; 9:21). We know the Phoenicians edtablished colonies
in North Africa, Spain, and Irdand. At a minimum, some Igadites would have been aware
of Phoenician aectivity in Europe. It is a reasonable posshility that the Igadites dso may
have been involved in commercid or colonid activity in these same aress.

Sidebar: The Red Hand of Ulster

One of the mogt fascinding legends in Irish higory explains the origin of Ulger’'s
herddic symbol, the Red Hand. Although accounts may differ from one source to
ancther, there is generd agreement that the symbol is tied to a family named
O'Neill. According to legend, there was a boat race between the chieftains of the
ONell and McDonndl families to determine ownership of the Ulder aea
Whoever’s hand reached shore first was to receive the land.

As both boats neared the shordine, the O'Nelll chieftain saw he was going to lose
the race. To reverse that outcome, he cut off his right hand and flung it to the shore
where it touched dry land before McDonnel could arive. As a result, O Nell
became the Prince of Ulder. Still today, in memory of this episode of Irish higory,
the Province of Ulgter bears as its symbol the renowned Red Hand. (Note the red
lion on the British Royd Standard.)

Those who bdieve that the throne of David resded in Irdand from the 6th century
B.CE. through 9th century C.E. often make an interesting and quite different
connection between the Red Hand of Ulser and the biblica account, about the
birth of Judah’s twin sons, Pharez and Zarah (Genesi's 38:28-30).

The Bible places a pecid focus on this gory and rightly so. As the time of birth
drew near, Zarah extended his hand out of his mothe’s womb. The atendng
midwife, wanting to insure that the family knew which child was firgborn, tied a
scalet thread aound the baby’'s wrid. To eveyones surprise, the babies
repodtioned themsdlves, and Pharez became the fird to emerge from Tamar's
body. Thus deprived of primogeniture, Zarah's descendants eventudly sought a
better future by migrating to Europe.

Some suggest that Cdool, Zarah's grandson led the family of Zarah on a migration
west temporarily stling in Spain. Cdceol findly continued his travels faunding the
Kingdom of Ulger near the end of the 17th century B.C.E. The Zaharite presence
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in the Emerdd Ide, Britistlgadites would argue, is the red origin of Ulder's Red
Hand.

Whatever one may condude concerning the higtoricity of the migrations of Zarah,
it is a curious fact of higory that until 1920, the officdd Arms of Northern Irdand
included a scarlet thread encircling the heraddic Red Hand.

For additiond information, see W. Howard Bennett's Symbols of Our Celto-Saxon
Heritage.

The mgority of Igadites, however, remaned geogrgphicdly dHationery until the
8th century B.CE. At tha point, the Assyrians under Tiglath-pilesr began teking the
Igadites into captivity as early as the 730s with the find and grest deportation from
Samaria commencing in 721. The beginning of the end for the Assyrian Empire came in
612 B.C.E. with the destruction of Nineveh.

The find demise came a the Bdtle of Cachemish (605 B.C.EE) when the
Babylonians, Persans and their Scythian dlies dedt Assyria a knockout blow. After that
point and perhgps even shortly before, some of the Igradite tribes in captivity south of the
Caspian Sea undoubtedly began to free themsdves and migrate towards Europe. This
migratory process moved in fits and sarts, extending over severd centuries.

The firda wave of Igadite people (very likdy the Cimmerian or Cdtic people)
migrated from Assyria through the Caucasus mountains and then into Western Europe.
Those people became known to the Greek writers by the name “Celts’ (Kdts) but were
cdled Gals by the Romans. The second wave of Igadites (probably the Scythians
migrated around the eastern sSde of the Caspian Sea before turning westward. They passed
through what is now south Russa into northern Poland and Gernany.

They were pressed from the rear by the Samarthians, better know today as the
Savs. The Scythians overspread much of Northwest Europe and Scandinavia, eventudly
taking on names such as Normans Danes, Swedes, Franks, Lombards, Scots, Angles,
Saxons, Jutes, and other less familiar gppelations of the various Germanic tribes.

Invariably, Britidtlgradite literature places the tribe of Joseph in the British Ides.
From here the dory is not only beyond dispute but relatively dear snce no one quesions
whether the British are Cdtic and Anglo-Saxon or that the Unites States was initidly
ettled by people of that same ethnicity.

In subsequent sections of this paper we will explore in grester depth the historica
evidence connecting the tribe of Joseh to the Anglo-American peoples. Before we do <o,
we should examine a different but related tribes-people. If Joseph’'s descendants settled
findly in the British Ides, what then of his brothers?
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Other tribal identities

How can we know where each respective tribe eventudly sdttled? If this quedtion is
less important than the dory of modernday Joseph, its answer is quite ggnificant in
magnifying our agppreciation of how the bequeathing of the hbirthright blessngs eventudly
occurred in the late-18th and ealy-19th centuries (the timing of which will be explaned in
Chapter 6).

An interesding dimenson of the question of moden triba identities rdates to a
titanic “druggle for the Birthright” (Geness 25:22) which continued beyond the hbiblicd
record. This gory, recorded in modern higory, provides convincing if subjective evidence
of the identity of both modern-day Joseph and his brothers.

As ealy as the 17th century, we see periodic bids by the Northwestern European
and Scandinavian ndtiondates to dominate the European Continent. Are we witnessng in
these druggles for power a picture of gbling rivdry writ large as the expiraion of a
withholding of the Birthright blessng inexorably drew near? If 0, one brother after
another—the Swedes, the Dutch, and findly the French—fdl short in herculean efforts to
usurp the promises made to Joseph and his two sons.

The description of the passng on of the promise to Abraham as recorded in
Geness 4822 reveds that the descendants of Joseph would have “one portion above his
brethren” (compare Deuteronomy 21:15-17, Ezekid 47:13). We should expect then by
implication to find condderable wedth in the hands of the modernday descendants of the
remaning tribes. Such is undeniably the case today among the people of Northwestern
Europe and Scandinavia

Much research has been done by French, Dutch and Scandinavian adherents of the
Anglo-lsad  movement to link ther nations with one or another of the tribes If such
identifications remain somewha conjecturd, there is good drcumdantid evidence which
gives us confidence in making specific connections, particularly with three of those tribes
Herbert W. Armdgrong dso explored the quedtion of triba identities other than Ephram
and Manaszh but largely in agenerd way. He writes:

“But what about the other tribes of the so-cdled ‘logt 10 tribes? ... The other eight
tribes of lgad [exduding Judah, Joseph, Levi, and Benjamin] were dso God's chosen
people. They, too, have been blessed with a good measure of materid prosperity—but not
the dominance of the birthright... The countries of Europe [ar€] prosperous compared to the
teeming illiterate masses [of the world]...

“Suffice it to say here that there is evidence that these other eight tribes, dong with
eements of the tribe of Benjamin, which were swept up in the Assyrian conquest of most
of the biblicd land of Igad, have descended into such Northwestern European nations as
Holland, Bedgium, Denmak, lcdand, northern France, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Sweden,
Noway and Fnland. The politicd boundaries of Europe, as they exig today, do not
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necessarily show lines of divison between descendants of these origind tribes of Igad”
(United Sates and Britain in Prophecy, pp. 104-105, 152-153).

In the case of one tribe outsde of Joseph, Herbert Armsrong meade a specific and
important connection. He believed it possble to locae the descendants of Reuben. He
writes, “The tribe of Reuben settled in the country that is France today. They had logt their
nationdl identity. But the French have the very characteridics of thelr ancestor Reuben
[Genesis 49:3-4]" (United Sates and Britain in Prophecy, p. 146— compare pp. 40, 42,
104-105, 148-149, 152-153). This identification is an important one which the higorica
record and logica deduction does much to affirm

Seen from the Britishlgad perspective, the longterm Anglo-French rivdry
through Western higory—an enmity which reached crescendo around the very decades
when we would expect Joseph’'s sons to be postioning themsdves to inhenit the Birthright
blesngs—was in fact a druggle between Jacob’'s two firsborns over the colossa
inheritance about to be extended.

Remember, once Reuben had illict rdaions with Bilheh (Geness 35:22), the
hirthright passed directly from Reuben to Joseph.

1 Chronides 51-2 dealy supports this view. Joseph becomes Jacob's *second
firgdborn"—indeed the firgborn of the woman he had intended to mary as his firg
(presumably his only?) wife (Genesis 29:20-30).

The Louisana Purchase—its crucial importance!

Viewed from this perspective, the higory of the turn of the 19th century takes on
added importance and dgnificance. The Louisana Purchese (1803)—Napoleon's sde of
the Louidana territory on behdf of France to the U.S.A.—becomes a type of the handing
of the Birthright from Reuben to Joseph. This grand trandtion illustrates another
interesting festure which is atype of the character of Reuben as described in scripture.

The sons of Jacob chafed under the peferentid trestment given by the father to his
favorite son (Geneds 37:2-4). Thar anger dowly smmered over Joseph’'s open sharing of
his sdf -flattering dreams (verses 5-10).

Although Reuben liked these circumgances no better than his other brothers (verse
4), his snse of regponghility as the firdborn would not dlow him to consent to his
younger brother’s desth a the hands of his jedous and resentful sblings (verse 21).
Indeed, Reuben's subtle ultimate am when the hogtile brothers expressed their murderous
intentions was to “ deliver him [Joseph] out of their hands’ (verse 22).

On discovering that the other brothers had sold Joseph into davery, Reuben grieved

and tore his clothes (verse 29-30), something which he angrily reminded his brothers about
when ganding uncomfortably in the presence of the Egyptian prime miniger some two
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decades later (Geness 42:22). Reuben's ambivadence toward Joseph is reflected in the
gdory of Anglo-French relationship.

The sde of the Louisana Teritory a the ridiculoudy low price of five cents an
acre (the totd sde price amounted to about $15 million for 8.28 million square miles of the
world's riches and mog fetile land) prompted Napoleon's now famous remark, “this
accesson of territory affirms forever the power of the United States and | have just given
England amaritime riva that sooner or later will lay low her pride”

With one hand France extended untold tressures to one branch of Joseph's family,
and with the other, she reduced in reative but very red materid terms the power of the
other branch. Napoleon's intent was to use some of the proceeds of the sde price to
prepare for renewed conflict with his adversary across the English Channel.

Was the ambivdent reationship between descendants of Reuben and Joseph
inevitable? Certainly Reuben forfeited with grest rductance the premier pogtion to his
younger hdf-brother. Jacob’'s words as recorded in Geness 485 implies that Ephram and
Manaseh took the place of Reuben and Simeon, the first two sons born by Lesh.

This underdanding helps us gppreciade yet another issue, this one concerning the
modern-day identity of Joseph. Where today do we find his sons Ephraim and Manasseh?

Chapter 6

The Incredible Story of Ephraim and Manasseh

Higoricdly the Church of God has located modern Ephraim in the British Ides and
Commonwedth countries, and Manasseh in the United States of America

There ae some dudies however, which identify Ephram as the US ad
Manasseh as Britan—an atempt like Joseph's to reverse the hands of the aged patriarch
Jacob  (Geness 48:17-19—compare Hebrews 11:21). This argument inverts the traditiona
Britidtlgad identifications of Ephram and Manesseh and rases severd interesting
points.

Consdering the argument

The agument for the United States being descended from Ephram ingeed of
Manasseh uses the following logic:

The United States has become the greater of the two powers, no nation—not
even Britan a the height of her drength—has ever had in red terms the
materid and economic power as has Americain the 20th century.
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The U.S. isfar greater blessed than Britain in having the most land.

The U.S. is goproximady four times the dze of Britain in population; this fact
of present-day demographics finds expressons in Deuteronomy  33:17
(Deuteronomy 33 is a padld passage to Geneds 49 asdgning the various
blessngs of Jacob to the 12 tribes of Israd) which ascribes “ten thousands’ to
Ephram and “thousands’ to Manasseh. The concept of “company of nations’
goplies not to Britan's imperid edifice but raher to the legd autonomy
accorded the American dates and the divison between date and federd
government.

The number 13—a figure recurring regulally in the ealy hisory of the
U.S.A.—should be associated with Ephraim as the 13th of Jacob's children.

As Manasseh preceded Ephram in hirth, so England esteblished a presence in
North America before the American colonids edablished ther own
independent but “second born” nation—in both cases, there was a time when
there was a Manasseh but no Ephraim.

The appelaion “Grest” preceding “Britan” is predictable consdering Jacob's
affirmation that Manasseh “dso shdl be great” (Genesis 48:21).

If the above ideas have a cetan intdlectud apped, they dso have severd inherent
weekneses. In the schema making Ephram America, the two grandchildren replace
Joseph, with Manasseh becoming son number 12 and Ephram son number 13. Is this the
correct view of the matter?

Thirteen tribes—thirteen colonies

As a result of Jacob's placing his name on Joseph's two sons (Genesis 48:46), both
Ephram and Manasseh became sons of Jacob by adoption. Herbert Armsirong notes “there
were 12 origind tribes. Joseph was one of these 12, But when Joseph divided into two
tribes and Manasseh separated into an independent nation, it became a thirteenth tribe.
Could it be mere coincidence tha it darted, as a nation, with thirteen colonies’ (United
Sates and Britain in Prophecy, p. 104).

An equdly convincdng and fa more thoroughly developed case of associaing the
number 13 with Manasseh has been made by J H. Allen in his volume, The National
Number and Heraldry of the United States of America (a book coincidentdly written in
Pasadena, Cdifornia in 1919 from 591 El Mdlino Avenue). Allen draws heavily from the
herddry of the United States to make his case.

Page 52
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

Sidebar: Jacob’s Crossed Arms

The moment was charged with dectricity. Joseph guided his two sons, Ephram
and Manasseh, before the fral and aged patriarch Jacob. Summoning what little
drength he had, he st on his bed and rehearsed the dory of his relationship with
God over the past one hundred years.

Reminding thee two paticular grandsons of God's promises to meke him
fruitfu—a multitude of people—ad to give him the land of Canaen for an
everlaging possesson, Jacob then adopted the boys as his own sons. They became
a replacement for his two dignherited firgborns Reuben (Geness 35:22) and Levi
(34:25-27), borne from his marriage to Leah.

Before pronouncing his blessng on Ephram and Manasseh, the aged patriarch lad
his hand on each one. Much to Joseph's distress, Jacob crossed his arms, placing
his right hand on the head of the younger offsoring. Knowing that the right hand
connoted receipt of the greater blessing, Joseph atempted to reverse his father's
hands. “Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his
[Manasseh' s] head” (Genesis 48:18).

But Jecob hdd deady, replying “I know, my son, | know. He dso shdl become a
people, and he [Manasseh] dso shdl be great; but truly his younger brother
[Ephram] shdl be greater than he, and his descendants shal become a multitude of
nations’ (verse 19).

Some Britigrlgad writers find an interesting pardld to the crossed arms of Jacob
in the British Union Hag or as it is more populally know, the “Union Jack.” It is
interesting that the name “ Jack” points us back to the patriarch Jacob.

The flag itsdf is a combination of three crosses. The fird is the St. George cross—a
red coss on a white fidd—an emblem bdieved to have been introduced by
Richard | Lionheart in 1194. By 1277, Englishmen generdly consdered this flag as
a ndiond emblem. To the S. George cross the newly ascended English King
James | added a second symbol: the cross of S. Andrew. This blue diagond cross
was that of Scotland’s later patron saint.

The combination of crosses gppropriatey represented the joining of the English and
Scottish kingdoms, a union enacted when James added the English crown to the
Scottish one he dready possessed.

Although the unique desgn and patern of the Union Hag may be nothing more
than a reflection of the unique higoricd events which created the United Kingdom,
for those who see in Genesis 48 a prophecy of the unique blessings passed on to
Ephram’s descendants, it is a perpetud reminder of the heritage promised and
received as a part of the promise to Abraham.
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Indeed, British and American herddic symbols—aubjective evidence that they may
be—make a dronger case for associating Ephram with the British and Manasseh with the
Americans.

The facts of higory dso ague in favor of the Church of God's traditiond
asocidion. By the lae18th century, English sattlement of North America exiged in the
form of thirteen separate colonies, each with its own governmentd gpparatus and laws.

A cetan measure of date independence continues to exist today, with each
respective date empowered to make its own laws. However, the tendency toward a
dominant federd government was goparent as ealy as the adminigtraion of Andrew
Jackson  (1829-1836), sometimes derigvey cdled “King Andrew” by his politicd
enemies.

Jackson was a daunch supporter of the Union over States Rights, an issue which
intermittently troubled American pdlitica life from the time of Jackson through the
presdency of Abraham Lincoln (1861-1865), whose presdentid career coincided with the
American Civil War (1861-1865).

The war between the dates ended in 1865. Along with davery, the issue of States
Rights was a centrd congderation igniting this conflict. Perhaps the grestes immediate
outcome of that war was that this presdent named “Abraham” successfully held the Union
together, thus preserving a concentration of the resources of Nath America under the
umbrdlaof asngle, unified netion-state.

Ascension to national greatness

One popular university textbook puts forward this opinion: “The United States was
on its way to becoming a true naiondate with an effective centrd government... . The
wartime achievements added up to a decigve shift in the reationship between the federd
government and private enterprise. The Republicans took a limited government that did
little more than seek to protect the marketplace from the threat of monopoly and changed it
into an activis date tha promoted and subgdized the efforts of the economicdly
industrious. The most pervasive effect of the war on northern society was to encourage an
‘organizationd revolution.’

“[The North's] victory meant that the nation as a whole would now be ready to
embrace the conception of progress that the North had affirmed in its war effort—nat only
advances in stence and technology, but aso in bringing together and managing large
numbers of men and women fa economic and socid gods.

“The Civil War was thus a catdyd for the great trandformation of American society
from an individudigic socety of smdl producers into the more highly organized that
“incorporated” America of the late nineteenth century” (Robert A. Divine, et. d., America:
Past and Present, pp. 455-458).
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The victory of the Union effectively guaranteed the survivd of the United States
and the supremacy of the federd government. The centrdized dructure of the American
govenment is a far more oohesve and dructured politicd framework than the
exceptiondly diverse imperid edifice of the British Empire.

British imperial systems

Britain's imperid framework included a wideranging aray of governmentd
sysdems. During the late-19th century, Canada, Audrdia, New Zedand, and South Africa
exiged as virtud ndion-daes enjoying “Dominion” daus with autonomy in virtudly
evary aena except the formulaion of foreign policy, enactment of conditutiona changes,
and daemining of issues relevant to defense and trade. At the opposte end of the
continuum were imperid territories like India

The subcontinent of Ada was the linchpin of the Empire and as such the British
were scrupuloudy  atentive to retaining absolute control of the region. After the Sepoy
Mutiny of 1857, the British directly governed India with the kind of ubiquitous control
which eventudly hdped to ingire the cregtion of the independence-minded Indian
Nationdig Congress Paty under the leadership of Mahama Ghandi. Britan's imperid
dructure seems a far more suitable candidate for the description “a company of nations’
(Geness 35:11; 48:19) than does the American relationship between the States and the
federd government.

The Empire itsdf is an example of the fdlacy in arguing that the United States is
far larger in terms of territory and population than the British Ides. Canada done is larger
than the U.S. Audrdia is dmogt the same Sze as the contiguous 48 daes. Moreover,
Queen Victoria was “Empress of India’ (see text box “Maestro of Empire” Chapter VII).
There was a time when the United Kingdom ruled over populaions which far exceed tha
of the present-day United States.

The reveesd of the prophetic identiies of Ephram and Manasseh can dso be
chdlenged on a more intuitive levd. The Bible indudes some hints that one festure of the
Manassite character is resgance to monarchy as a politica inditution. The 13th century
B.CE. Manasite ddiverer and judge Gideon singularly regected the offer of his people to
found an Isradlite dynasty (Judges 8:22-23).

Sdebar: The Firsg American Inauguration

With over 200 years hinddght, we gppreciate what a momentous occasion it was
when, under the newly adopted United States Conditution, George Washington
became the firda American presdent under a governmentd sysem which has
provided for the peaceful trangtion of power for more than two centuries. There is
a faxinding dimenson to the inauguration ceremony which brought Washington
to the presdency.
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After becoming the only unanimoudy eected presdent in American hidory,
Washington travded to New York City for the inauguration. A tremendous and
joyful crowd greeted him as a specid barge transported him to Wal Stregt. As has
become tradition, the presdent took his oath of office with his hand placed on an
open Bible. Through the years different presdents have sdected various passages
on which to place thar hands Washington's hand reted on a Bible opened to
Geness 49-50.

The whereabouts of Manasseh

Is the tribe of Manaseh to be found in England or America? Support for ether
postion depends largdy on when we examine the respective histories of the British and
American people. People who identify the Americans as Ephraimite often consder the
classcd identification of Manasseh with America as a product of early-20th century world
conditions.

They ague tha Britistlgad writers came to a logica concuson given the world
dominance of the British and the rddive indgnificace of the United States in world
dfars prior to the mid-20th century. They rightly mantain that if the U.SA. has become
the grestet and most powerful nation in al world higory, this development has reeched
full maturity snce World Wer 1.

But the determining factor is not which nation in world higory has accumulated the
grestes volume of red wedth, power, and glory. Rather, it is who in rdaive terms has
been the grestex nation through time Robet Briffault, viewing British greaness
essentidly from an economic perspective, captures the essence of the matter writing:

“The world control of indudrid and waveruling England did not become fully
evident to the world until the middle of the [19th] century. The year of the Great
Exhibition of 1851 may be regaded as marking the proclamation and recognition of thet
matchless power and influence.. That power and influence rested dmost exclusvely on
the fact that England was firg in the fidd of new economic conditions which transformed
the world and displaced dl other sources of wedth and economic control... The chief cause
of ther [the Englivs ‘muddling through’ was that they had more money” (The Decline
and Fall of the British Empire pp. 5, 7-8, 12-13).

Evidence of the birthright blessing

Ancther predigious academic obsarver, higorian A. J Hobsbavm, amplifies
Briffault's commentary, noting that for a brief period the Indudrid Revolution “coincided
with the higory of a dngle country, Great Britan. An entire world economy was thus built
on, or rather around, Britain, and this country therefore temporarily rose to a postion of
globd influence and power unpardlded by any date of its rdaive sze before or snce, and
unlikely to be pardlded by any sate in the foreseegble future,
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“There was a moment in world hisory when Britain can be described, if we are not
too pedantic, as its only workshop, its only massve importer and exporter, its only carier,
its only imperidid, dmog its only foreign investor; and for that reason its only navd
power and the only one which had a genuine world policy” (ndustry and Empire, p. 13—
For further evidence on Britan's overwhdming world dominance, see dso James Morris,
Pax Britannica, pp. 126-127, Farewel the Trumpets pp. 338-362 and Heaven's
Command, pp. 195-196).

Hobsbawm dso offers convincing evidence relevant to the importance of the rather
unique character of English entrepreneurship to the indudridization process (The Age of
Revolutions, pp. 30-32).

Regarding the rode o the Indudrid Revolution as an aspect of Joseph's Birthright
blessng, the record of higory dramaticaly illudrates another example of Joseph
supplanting Reuben. The academic community marvels over how the British were in many
respects more poorly positioned and less endowed then the French in many of the human
and materia resources necessary for industrid take-off.

Nevertheless, it was the English who burst ahead of ther rivds across the English
Channd as the 18th century drew to a close (on this subject, sse R. M. Hartwell, ed., The
Causes of the Industrial Revolution in England noting in paticular the essay by F.
Crouzet, “England and France in the Eighteenth century: A Comparative Andyss of Two
Economic Growths” pp. 155-156, 160-161, 167, 169, 173-174.)

William McNeill demongrates the critica impact of the French Wars (1792-1815)
in propdling the economy of Britain to undigouted supremacy over France and every other
naion-date of the world (The Ecumene, pp. 528-529). This rather unexpected outcome is
egpecidly ironic conddering these conflicts very likdy represent Reuben's last frenetic
effort to retrieve the Birthright from Joseph that it had forfeted some three and a hdf
millennia before.

In lignt of dl the aove conddeaions, the Church of God's treditiond
underganding of the modernday identity of Ephram and Manasseh is quite appropriate.
In point of fact, England's greatness in redive terms has outdripped anything that the
world has ever seen.

At the turn of the 19th century, England burs ahead of her fdlow nation-dtates in
virtudly every caegory of human economic, militay, and politicad endeavor. By mid-
century, the British were 0 fa ahead in economic and indudrid development they could
scarcely see who was in sacond place.

If such facts are essly edablished, higorians have been less successful in
comprehending why these devdopments happened where and when they did. Little
wonder snce the higorian’s craft is redricted to what can be determined, perceived, ad
undersood by the citica-higoricd method, with dl its rules regulations, and attendant
limitations
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It is only through the inspired underdanding brought by a specid and reveaory
ingght into Scripture that our hidoricd underdanding can be enlarged. It is to such an
examination that we will turn to in alater chapter.

But firg we must address the sgnificance of the throne of King David and his
covenant with God in connection with the whereabouts of the descendants of ancient |srad

today.

Chapter 7

The Throne of David

One centrd theme in Britishlsrad thought concerns the Throne of David. Many
Britis+lgadlite writers believe that throne continued to exig even dter the early-6th
century B.CE. when the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar gpparently terminated
permanently the Davidic dynesty. Those who accept this notion base ther conviction on
Scriptures which describe the specid  covenant  (agreement) made between God and
Isad’ s King David.

The Bible cetanly says that God made a covenant with David guarantesing his
throne in perpetuity. A host of scriptures support the case: “The word of the Lord came to
Nathan, saying, ‘Go and tel my sarvant David ... When your days are fulfilled and you res
with your fahers | will st up your seed dfter you, who will come from your body, and |
will egablish his kingdom ... 1 will egablish the throne of his kingdom for ever” (2 Samud
7:4,12-13).

This promise was not conditiond based on the her's behavior: “If he commits
iniquity, 1 will chesten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. But
My mercy shdl not depart from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | removed from before
you. And your house and your kingdom shdl be edablished forever before you. Your
throne shdl be established forever” (verses 14-16).

This surdy cannot be interpreted as a reference to Chrit who never sinned. Note
adso: “Should you not know that the Lord God of Isad gave the dominion over Israd to
David forever, to him and his sons, by a covenant of sdt [a symbol of permanence]?’ (2
Chronides 13:5).

Psdm 89 adds weght to the case “If his sons forsske My law And do not wak in
My judgments, if they bresk My dautes and do not kegp My commandments, then | will
punish their tramsgresson with the rod, and ther iniquity with dripes Nevethdess My
lovingkindness | will not utterly take from him, nor dlow My fathfulnessto fall.

“My covenant | will not bresk, nor dter the word that has gone out of My lips
Once | have sworn by My holiness; | will not lie to David: His seed shdl endure forever,

Page 58
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

and his throne as the sun before Me it shdl be established forever like the moon, Even like
the faithful witnessin the sky” (verses 30-37).

The testimony of the prophet Jeremiah

In this regard, Jeremiah 33 adds “Behold, the days are coming .. that | will
perform that good thing which | have promised to the house of Isad and to the house of
Judah: In those days and a tha time | will cause to grow up to David a Branch of
righteousness, He shdl execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In those days
Judah will be saved, and Jerusdlem will dwel ssfely. And this is the name by which she
will be cdled: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ... David shdl never lack a man to
gt on the throne of the house of |srael [emphasisourg]” (verses 14-17).

Shortly before ancient Isad Slit into two separate kingdoms, God told  Jeroboam
I, the northern Kingdom's fird monarch: “... Behold, | will tear the kingdom out of the
hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you (but he shdl have one tribe for the sske of
My sarvat David, and for the sske of Jerusdem, the city which | have chosen out of dl
thetribes of Isradl)...

“However | will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, because | have made
him ruler al the days of his life for the sske of My servant David, whom | chose because
he kept My commandments and My datutes. But | will take the kingdom out of his son's
hand and give it to you—ten tribes And to his son | will give one tribe, tha My servant
David may dways have a lamp before Me in Jerusdem, the city which | have chosen for
Mysdf, to put My name thereé’ (1 Kings 11:31-33, 34-37).

Based on these hiblical passages, it is easy to conclude that someone, somewhere—
one who can trace a lineage back to David—will be stting, or digible to st on the Davidic
throne until Chrigt returns to dam it for Himsdf. It is evident, of course, from the Gospd
of Luke that Chrig is the ultimate damant: “He will be greet, and will be cdled the Son of
the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David’ (Luke 1:32).

But Jeremiah suggests that the prophecy cannot be fulfilled with Chrigt as the only
cdamant: “In those days Judeh will be saved, and Jerusdem will dwdl safdy [hardly true
of Jesus time] ... For thus says the Lord: ‘David shdl never lack a man to St on the throne
of the house of Israd ... If you can bresk My covenant with the day and My covenant with
the night, so that there will not be day and night in their seeson, then My covenant may
dso be broken with David My sarvant, so that he shdl not have a son to reign on his
throne, and with the L evites, the priests, My minigers...

“If My covenat is not with day and night, and if | have not gopointed the
ordinances of heaven and earth, then | will cast away the descendants of Jacob and David
My servant, s0 that | will not teke any of his descendants to be rulers over the descendants
of Abraham, Issac, and Jacob. For | will cause their captives to return, and will have mercy
on them’” (Jeremiah 33:16-17, 20-21, 25-26.
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If there remains a perpetud Davidic throne, how has God fulfilled His promise?

BritidtHlgadites usudly ingg that the Throne of David is to be found in the British
Ides, occupied today by the royd family of the House of Windsor. The dam is made that
from this family we find a descendat of David ruling over the modemnday House of
lgad.

But how could this be? The lag reigning king of David's line mentioned in
stripture was Zedekiah The Babylonians killed his sons before his eyes after which he
was blinded. The Bible records his own death in Babylon: “Then he [Nebuchadnezzar]
put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in chans, and caried
him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his desth” (Jeremiah 52:11).

The Jeremiah tradition

Those who beieve that David's throne exists today apped to the Bible as wdl as
long and persgent sat of traditions, and legends which form the backbone of the story of
the prophet Jeremiah’'s precarious trek from Jerusdem to Egypt (Jeremiah 43:1-7) to
Europe. Remember, what is absolutdy factud is found in the book of Jeremiah; the rest is
congdered legend and tradition (which doesn't mean it ian't true).

Legends indicte Jeremigh went fird to Span and eventudly—around 580
B.C.E.—to the area of Carrickfergus, Irdland near present-day Belfast.

According to the accounts, Jeremiah's company induded one Tea-Tephi, the
daughter of Zedekiah (Jeremiah 41:10; 435-7) through whom the Davidic lineege was to
be preserved. Also in the paty was Baruch (Jeremiah 32:12-13; 364-8, etc.), Jeremiah's
persond scribe. Eventudly ariving in Irdand, the paty found a colony of Zarahite Jews
descended from people who had emigrated from the Middle East. Some Britistlsrad
theorids date their departure around the 10th century B.C.E. and attribute their relocation
to disstidaction with the edtablishment of a Davidic monarchy soringing out of Judah's
Pharez line.

Herremon, the ruler of this Jewish colony, maried the daughter of Zedekiah—the
lagt “Pharez’ ruler over the kingdom of Judah. According to the dory, this maritd union
represented far more than a serendipitous turn of fate. Rather it was the fulfillment of an

ancient prophecy involving the reunion of descendants of the twin sons of Judah, Pharez
and Zarah.

The breach between Zarah and Pharez

The Geness account of the births of these stions of Judah is pregnant with
meaning. It reads “Now it came to pass a the time for giving birth, that behold, twins
were in [Tama’s) womb. And S0 it was, when she was giving birth, that the one put out his
hand; and the midwife took a scarlet threed and bound it on his hand, saying, ‘This one
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came out first’ Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out
unexpectedly; and she sad, ‘How did you bresk through? This breech be on youV
Therefore his name was caled Perez. Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet
thread on his hand. And hisname was cdled Zerah” (Genesis 38:27-30).

Why was this sory recorded? Might it be because the “breach” would a some
future point be heded? In other words Pharez, who forced himsdf into the firgborn
pogtion, would eventudly be recondled with Zarah. David, Zedekiah, and—through His
human descent—Jesus Chrigt, al were of the Pharez line.

It is suggested that severd scriptures found in the Book of Ezekid (chepter 17 and
21:18-26), foretdl of God's heding the breach. In Britidtlgad writings, pat of the
commisson which God gave to Jeemich a the very beginning of his prophetic minisry
was to insure a marriage between a ruler of the Zarah branch of Judah and the daughters of
King Zedekiah. It is the responghility dluded to in Jeremiah 1.9: “Then the Lord put forth
His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord sad to me ‘Behold, | have put My words
in your mouth. See, | have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root
out and to pull down, to destroy and to throw down, to build and to plant.””

Some se in Ezekid 21 a threefold tranderence of the Davidic throne. This
passage forecads “Now to you, O profane, wicked prince of Israd, whose day has come,
whose iniquity shdl end, thus says the Lord God: ‘Remove the turban, and teke off the
cown, nothing dhdl reman the same Exdt the humble and humble the exdted.
Ovethrown, overthrown, | will make it ovethrown! It shdl be no longer, until He comes
whoseright it is and | will giveit to Him” (Ezekid 21:25-27).

In Irdand, Jeremiah “planted” the throne through the marriage of one of Zedekiah's
daughters to an herr of the other branch of Judah's “scepter” family (Geness 49:10; 1
Chronidles 5:2). Then, through two more “overtuns” the throne migrated from Irdand to
Scotland and eventudly to England.

The Coronation Stone

A frequently induded dement in this gory assodaes the British Coronation Stone,
until recently housed in Westmingder Abbey, with the pillar sone of Jacob (Genesis 28:11,
18).

Accading to this dory, Jeremiah traveled to Irdand with not only the Pharez
princesses but dso Jacob's Rllar Stone which had become a physcd symbol of the
covenants. A dill later tredition relates that Fergus | MacErc transported the Stone from
Tara in Irdand to the Scottish idand of lonia in around 530 CE. There the stone remained
for over 300 years.

By 843 CE.,, Kenngh MacAlpin had united the Ficts and the Scots under his own
rue. For his coronation, MacAlpin moved the done to Scone in eastern Scotland near
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Perth where it remained for over four centuries as the Ste for crowning of newly ascended
Scottish kings.

In 1296, Edward | (1272-1307), king of England removed the Stone from Scone
and “took it to Wesminger Abbey, London, to form pat of Edward the Confessor's chair,
used in English coronation ceremonies’ (Treasures of Britain, p. 426, see dso Edward
Jenks, Edward Plantagenet, pp. 267-268). It should be noted that the corondion chair in
the Abbey bdongs to the time of Edward |, not Edward the Confessor, whose coronation
chair no longer survives.

If Britihlgadites are correct in ther assumptions, the actud ascenson of a
Judahite monarch of the House of David over the English did not teke place until 1603. In
that year on the death of Elizabeth 1, Scottish King James VI became James |, King of

England.

For those who wish to explore these matters further, one of the best recongtructed
lineeges from king David to Elizabeth II, is found in W. M. H. Milner's, Royd House of
Britain AnEnduring Dynegty.

If the Jeremiah tradition is impossble to veify through hard historicd evidence,
might it like so many other ancient legends have  its center a core of truth? If it does, the
gory becomes an important Sgnpost in pointing us to the location of the House of Isad in
modern times.

Sidebar: Modern Britain and Ancient |srad-- Linked by Tradition

As the increesngly threstening clouds of World War |l were gathering momentum,
the British government buried for safekesping a 300-Ib. Stone under the floor of
Wesminger Abbey in London, with the plans of the exact location sent to the
prime minister of Canada

The wooden inscription, marked “Jecob’'s Rllar Stone’ was removed. Some old
photographs of the stone dill carry the inscription, traditiondly linking it to the firg
Igadite in higory. Jacob consecrated the done with ol to commemorate God
gppearing to him in vison while he rested on this pillar.

But why would the coronation sone used in the crowning of British kings and
queens be connected with an event in the Holy Land dmogt 4,000 years ago and
ome 2,000 miles from the British Ides? Why the associaion between London,
England and Bethd in ancient |sradl?

Condder next the name Britan itsdf? Hebrew scholars inform us the stem of the
word brit is Hebrew, meaning union in the sense of a covenant or pact. The British
flag is commonly cdled the Union Jack to this day, short for Jacob whose name
was changed to Isradl. (The name James is equdly a derivative of Jacob.) Why did
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the early sHtlers in Britan, long before the time of Chrig, identify themsdves with
this Hebrew word?

When purchasng a definitive podage samp in Northen Irdand, you'll quickly
notice the dx pointed “dar of David” on the damp. This Hebrew emblem is
uperimposed on the hand of Ulder and was used as an identifying symbol long
before the invention of samps Why?

A vidt to Wesminger Abbey, the only church on earth where kings and queens are
dill consecrated with sacred oil, chrigm, is equdly reveding. On entering the
coronaion church of the British monarchs, one cannot fal but notice the large
West Window of daned glass identifying every one of the 12 sons of Jacob by
name.

Maosss holding the Ten Commandments and Aaron as the high priest dongsde the
other Igradites had the intention of impressng on society the importance of God's
Lav (codified & Mount Sna) as the foundation of mordity and the need to
mantain agoiritud dimenson among the people.

No wonder Elizabeth | was described by her contemporaries as the “Deborah of
Igad.” Not surprisng, the Tudor Queen, on a 22yardlong illusrated scroll made
in 1559 (now a Hatfidd House north of London) is identified with greet leeders of
the distant past. King David of Israd isamong others mentioned by name.

A letter this writer received from the Roya Archives a Windsor Cedtle, dated 16 of
February, 1990, daes “Genedogicd tables purporting to trace the descent of the
British Royd Family from the House of David have been published from time to
time, but there is no such table here. Nor is there any documentary materia in the
Royd Archives which might serve dther to confirm or deny the vdidity of such
tables...”

There is cetanly no conclusve contemporary higtorica evidence that the House of
Windsor can be equated with the ancient House of Judah. But charts making that
connection exist. Traditions to that effect linger on. No other nation on eath has
them. No such dams are regigered by any other people Why are the British Ides
adone gngled out as the place where, according to traditions, descendants of the 10
tribes have found a new home, ruled over by a roya descendant of the Davidic line,
one whose coat of amsis depicted by alion, symbol of the ancient tribe of Judah?

The ealy Britons wrote no records that have survived, nor did the early Anglo-
Saxons see the need to highlight their origin. Tradition mantains that during past
periods of economic and politicadl upheavas, Igadites began to leave the Midde
East and made their way to the British Ides—centuries before the time of Chrigt.

The prophet Isaiah tdls us that the Messah's ultimate inheritance will be the throne
of King David of Igad (Isaah 9:5-6). Surdy, the vdidity of this prophecy shows
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us that the throne of David must exis somewhere. Why not in Shakespear€'s
“Sceptred 196’ whose very identifying name, Brit, revedsits Hebrew origin.

Chapter 8
How Joseph’s Greatness Was Attained

“God is an Englishman”

Or 0 it was sad by many people outsde of the British Ides in the 19th century.
Wha accounts for this datling expresson of speech from the previous century? If
England's gatus in the world today is a shadow of what it was one hundred years ago, you
would have had a difficult time convindng anyone who lived in the 1800s tha God was
not somehow divindy prospering the politicians, datesmen, diplomats explorers, generds,
admirds, soldiers, achitects, enginears, scientists, inventors,  bankers,  businessmen,
shopkeepers, and entrepreneurs of the British Ides.

The prosperity of Joseph

Perhgps it is dgnificant that the name “Joseph” in the Hebrew—Yowceph—
literdly means, “let him add,” implying prosperity. Certanly as the descendants of Joseph,
the people of Great Britain enjoyed a prosperity that no other people in the record of
human higory had ever achieved. To many obsarvers both in and out of Britan, it
gopeared that success came to the British people whether or not they even pursued it—
whether or not they made wise or foolish choices.

It was as though cetan unconditiond blessngs were ovetaking them
(Deuteronomy  282). It was this very kind of “inevitable® success which inspired
Cambridge professor of modern higory (1834-1895) and author of The Expanson of
England (1884), John Robet Sedey’'s wdl-known observation that England acquired her
gabe-girdling Empire “in afit of absence of mind.”

The 19th became Britan's century. The British—specidigs it ssems in “muddling
through” —seemed unable to do anything wrong. To their own agonishment, they found
themsdves ruling aout a quater of the world's populaion and a fifth of its landmass.
British rule extended over not just any locations but the choices and mog fertile teritories
on earth.

Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, the United States fortunes were about to bloom as
well. This was the time tha a 2520year withholding of the birthright to the descendants
of lsael drew to a cdose It is hardly surprisng that educated people of the day saw the
hand of God in the process. It was hard to miss.
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One example of many comes from Lord Rosebery, a former British Foreign
Secretary (1886, 1892-18%4) and Prime Miniger (1894-1895). He spoke in November
1900 to the dudents of Glasgow Universty about the British Empire “How marveous it
dl id Built not by saints and angels, but by the work of men's hands, cemented with men's
honest blood and with a world of tears, welded by the best brans of centuries past; not
without the taint and reproach incidental to al human work, but condructed on the whole
with pure and solendid purpose Human, and yet not wholly humen, for the mogt heedless
and the mogt cynical must see the finger of the Divine.

“Growing as trees grow, while others dept; fed by the faults of others as well as the
character of our fathers, reaching with a ripple of a restless tide over tracts, and idands and
continents, until our little Britain woke up to find hersdf the foste-mother of nations and
the source of united empires. Do we not hail in this less the energy and fortune of a race
than the supreme direction of the Almighty?’

In those more biblicaly literate times, people like Lord Rossbery saw some pardld
between their own remarkable circumstance and that of the chosen people d ancient Isradl.
Was not God blessing them as he had promised to bless those same ancient people? It did
not seem unreasonable to see the British Empire as the Kingdom of God on earth and the
British people as the “ chosen of God.”

The British Empire

Mary of the builders of the empire aspired to condruct a pesceful, happy, unified
doman with a quater of the world's population living under British rule To ther great
credit, British adminigrators sent to colonid and imperid teritories throughout the globe
did an admirdble job in edablishing and extending lav and order. In many regions, the
British presence dimulated economic development and brought Western  technologica
advances

The Pax Britannica enforced pesceful conditions in many regions of the world
formerly troubled by war. Men like William Wilberforce (1759-1833) were indrumentd in
the abolition of the dave trade. And British missonaries became the bearers of Chridianity
to people from one end of the globe to the other.

However, for dl the good that the empire may have accomplished, it fel far short
of the redities that the Kingdom of God will bring. Chrig’s kingdom will be worldwide
(P<Am 47:1-9). If the British brought with them ther own laws Chrig will bring and
enforce the law of God (Isaiah 2:3; 11:2-5).

British progperity was trandent and accompanied by dl the atendant socid evils
tha are 0 often found in indudrid civilizations. The economic dability brought by Jesus
Chrig to humanity will be pure equitsble and enduring (Isaiah 652223, Amos 9:13;
Micah 4:4).
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The peace of the British Empire was a human cregtion—something dependent on
control of draegic passageways, ovewhdming militay  might, and technologica
superiority. Moreover, in places the Empire itsdf was a perpetud beatlefied, troubled by
numberless imperid wars. There was even conflict between the British government and the
various English, Cdtic, and Dutch populaions in Irdland and South Africa

The peace of Chrig (Isaiah 9:6) will be based on a remakable change in human
behavior induced by the writing of the law of God on the hearts of the men and women of
the world (Ezekid 36:26-27; Matthew 11:28-30). The hopes of Englishmen to Chridianize
the world fdl far short of expectations. Jesus Chrigt will succeed where dl who have gone
before Him have faled (Jeremiah 31:34). Inevitable tendencies toward ambition and df-
interest limited even the best British intentions. In contrast, Chrig will rule with farness
and equity (Matthew 20:20-28).

If the British Empire had its vaious flaws shortcomings, and weeknesses, it
nevethdess provides us with a pattern pointing to the fulfillment of some of the most
important and exciting prophecies in dl the Bible But firg let's undersand a little bit of its

higory.
The historic importance of the 19th century

Britain was not aways “great.” Indeed, the red rise of both Britain and America
came ater 1800. Herbert Armstrong wrote: “It may not be generdly redized—but neither
Britan nor the United States became great world powers until the nineteenth century.
Suddenly, in the very beginning of the ningteenth century, these two—until then smdl,
relatively unimportant countries—suddenly spurted to nationd power and grestness among
nations, as no nations had ever grown and multiplied in wedth, resources and power
before...

“Never did any people or naion soread out and grow s0 suddenly and repidly into
such magnitude of nationd power... And nearly dl this wedth came to us after A.D.
18001 (United States and Britain in Prophecy, pp. 9, 11, 155, 161).

Only a couple of centuries before becoming the premier power of the world,
England stood “in the margin of European economy and culture” On the eve of those 16th
century events that would initiste a dow but rardy interrupted ascenson in England's
power and influence, the Hapsburg Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V aptly characterized
the rddive place of England in the comity of European nations. He is sad to have
remarked “1 speek Latin to God, Itdian to musdans, Spanish to ladies French a court,
Gaman to savaits and English to my horses’ (Eugene Weber, Modern History of
Europe, p. 130).

How did such a reversal of fortunes occur over the following two hundred years?
More importantly, why did it occur when it did? Higorians have reveded much about the
process of England's rise to power, but they reman largedy as powerless as ever in
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explaning the timing of it dl. That dmendon of the dory requires an indght accesshle
only thraugh an undergtanding of the mind and plan of God.

The indudrid and economic growth of the Anglo-American world began to
crescendo in the mid- to late-18th century. Economic higorians argue furioudy about the
point a which the indudridization process reached criticdl mass. Generdly spesking, the
earliest dates suggested are the 1750s and the latest near the turn of the 19th century.

In any case, the proximity of these dates to the issuing of the Birthright to Joseph's
seed helps to make sense of the falure of so many previous kingdoms and empires to
devdop an indudrid economic base, a fact tha has long puzzed higorians Why did
indudtrid “take-off” not occur before it did? The answer is smple. It was not according to
the magter plan and timetable of Almighty God (Isaiah 46:9-10).

One of the bet aseessments of the timing of indudridization comes from
consavdive higorian, Chales Wilson, who writes in England's Apprenticeship: “As yet
[ca 1763] ‘indugry’ did not mean indudridization as a later age was to undergand it. The
manufacturing part of the economy was like the components of a waich ready for assembly
but not interacting with each other.”

There were dready urben indudries (like brewing, sogp boiling, sugar refining,
etc.) but industry as a whole was far from urbanized. The greater pat of the expanding
export trade was sudained by rurd and semi-rurd indudries organized on a domestic
bass. “Factories there were, but few of them were mechanized on a [large] sca€’ (chapter
14 summary, p. 312).

In other words, as the 19th century gpproached the stage was set for the indudtrid
take-off.

Britain’s industrial revolution

The true catalys for the indudtrid process, the geam engine, was a replacement for
the Newcomen engine, an amospheric pump crested in 1712 to lift water from mines
Newcomen's machine was in no smdl way a product of the late-17th century wood
shortage in Britain.

With litle wood available for fud, the English found an dternate source for hest:
coa. And cod mines required removd of waer from mines tha began to become
increesingly deep. During the late18th and ealy-20th century French Wars, the need to
extract metds for the war effort required degper mining than ever before. Thus arose
another incentive to improve pumping cgpacity. In 1768, James Wait, the “father of the
Indudtrid Revolution,” built his firsd working modd of the deam engine He patented it in
1769.

The year 1776 was a landmak one (see Mashdl B. Davidson, The Horizon
History of the World in 1776). By tha date, the seam engine was in practicd use and
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within another decade—just a few years prior to the French Revolution of 1789 which
sgnificantly dowed indugtrid development in France—it became a commercid success.

Inerestingly, the same year the seam engine became a practicd tool in England,
American colonigs dedlared thelr independence initiging the separation of Ephram and
Manasseh propheticdly forecast in Geness 48:16, 19. A Scottish Universty of Glasgow
professor of mora philosophy, Adam Smith, published Wealth of Nations, which became
the intdlectud and philosophicad support dructure for England's devedoping  capitdist

economy.

That economic sysem propeled the Wedern world in generd and the British
economy in paticular to unprecedented heghts. The gospd of lassezfare aticulated by
Smith gave the risng commercid, indudrid, and entrepreneurid cdasses of the British
Ides the mord sanction they needed to implement “the most fundamentd transformation
of humen life in the higory of the world recorded in written documents’ (Hobsbavm,
Industry and Empire, p. 13).

For England, indudrid supremacy was an important factor in the successful
neutrdizetion of the threst posed by Napoleon. It placed in the hands of Englishmen a kind
of Promethean fire which made possble the eventud broadcading of British imperid
power aound the globe—the somewha haphazard, ill-planned condruction of an empire
on which the 19th century sun would never s.

If British diplomats and datesmen lacked a grand desgn and blueprint for the
condruction of that imperiad edifice, it neverthdess became the largest and most beneficent
empireindl of world higtory.

There is little wonder that historians often dexcribe the 19th century as the “British
century.”

The sgnificance of 2,520 Years

However higorians or theologians may interpret these agtonishing developments, it
is undenidble that this flowering of Anglo-Saxon power came some 2520 years after
Isradl’ s demise and disappearance as aresult of the invasion of the Assyrians.

What hgppened around that time among the British and American people bears
witness to the fulfillment of the prophecies recorded in Geness 48 and 49. The
developments forecast in these prophecies were most dramaticdly fulfilled in the Anglo-
American setting between about 1660 and 1820 C.E.

The former was the year of the restoration of Charles Il and the Stuart monarchy by
the “Convention” Parliament. By the later date, the dust from the Ngpoleonic Wars head
stled and England began to lapse into the Splendid Isolation which dlowed her to
concentrate on the development that made her the foremost nation-dtate in the 19th century
world.
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It was between these years that the stage was s& for the Anglo-American
ascendancy of the two most recent centuries of human higory. Is this higtoricd
happengtance or part of the unfolding of the grester purpose, plan, and design of Almighty
God?

To answer this question, we must redize that God often places conditions on the
blessngs which He promisss (eg, Geneds 17:1). The promise to the generation of
Igadites who left Egypt was conditiond. The lsadites dmos immediady disqudified
themsalves (Numbers 13:17-14:39; Hebrews 3:8-19).

Those very lgadites never entered the Promised Land. They faled to keep their
gde of the bargan druck a the foot of Matthew Sinal. God promised Israd: “... If you will
indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shdl be a specid treesure to Me
above dl people.” (Exodus 19:5-8). The assation “If you will indeed obey My voice’
(verse 5) is better undersood when conddered againg the “blessngs and curses’ specified
in Leviticus, chapter 26 and Deuteronomy, chapter 28.

God sugpended the inheritance of the Promised Land for one generation after the
Igadites rebelled in fathlessness and unbdief. On a larger scde, He employed the same
type of principle in withholding the blessngs promised to Joseph, only extending it over
sevad dozen generations after the chosen people were taken into their in the 8th century
B.C.E. captivity. The duration of that withholding was 2,520 years

Without a doubt 2,520 is an unusud and remakable figure. The Companion Bible
observes “The four pefect numbers 3, 7, 10, and 12, have for their product the
remarkable number 2520. It is the Leet Common Multiple of the 10 digits governing Al
numerdion; and can, therefore, be divided by each of the nine digits without remander. It
is the number of chronologica pefection (7 x 360)" (Appendix 10, “The Spiritud
Sgnificance of Numbers” p. 14).

The number 2520 is ds0 importat in repect to an underdanding of biblicd
prophecy. Thisis especidly true concerning a passage in Leviticus 26:18-21.

The “saven times’ punishment

“And after dl this if you do not obey Me, then | will punish you seven times more
for your dns | will bresk the pride of your power; | will make your heavens like iron and
your eath like bronze [a kind of temporary rescinding of the blessings promised to Joseph
in Geness 4925—‘and by the Almighty who will bless you with blessngs of heaven
above, blessings of the deegp that lies benegth, blessings of the breasts and of the womb”]:

“And your drength shdl be spent in van; for your land shdl not yidd its produce
nor shdl the trees of the land yidd ther fruit. Then, if you wak contray to Me, and are
not willing to obey Me, | will bring on you seven times more plagues according to your
ans’ (Leviticus 26:18-21).
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Reference is made in this passage to “seven times’ punishment that will fal on
Isad for disobedience to God. In context and based on the Hebrew grammatical sStructure,
the “seven times’ spoken of in verse 18 is in fact a meassurement of “prophetic times’
equaing 2520 years. Conversdly in context the “seven times’ of verse 21 is referring to
intengty.

In withholding the land of Caneen from anciet lgad, God required that the
Isradlites remain in the wilderness one year for every day that the faithless Israglites scouts
gied out the Promised Land (Numbers 14:34). In the language of prophecy, a “time’
represents the length of a year (360 days-- 12 months of 30 days).

Using this principle of a “day for a year” (cf. Ezekid 4:4-6, and Danid 4:32), it can
be caculated that “seven times'=7 x 360 days (the ancient Isradlites consdered 30 days
the length of a month) = 2520 days or prophetic years. Two thousand five hundred and
twenty years from lsrad’s captivity brings us to about 1800 CEE. This is when God began
to restore the Birthright to the modern descendants of Isad. In fact, God was honor bound
to extend these blessings.

As we saw in Chapter 1, after the events described in Geness 22 regarding the
sacrifice of Isaac, the Abrahamic Covenant became unconditiond. The northern kingdom
was invaded and became the Logt 10 Tribes, but God remained respongble to fulfill the
unconditiona promises to Abraham’s descendants (Genesis 22:12, 16).

God regtored the Birthright promises to the progeny of those 8th century B.CE.
Igadites taken into captivity. He undoubtedly was involved as wel in the sdting of the
dage for propdling the Anglo-Saxon people to unpardided nationd grestness. This was a
process that extended a leest back to the mid-17th century. The next chepter will enlarge
our undergtanding of this little known process.

Chapter 9

Prophetic Historical Parallels

To gppreciate the process of how America and Britain became great, and have an
enlaaged underganding about the 2520-year withholding of the Birthright, we should
consder the broader sweep of Assyriantlgadite contacts. Roman Caholic theologian
Lawrence Boadt describes that relationship writing:

“The two hundred years from 922, when Jeroboam [I] began to rule, down to 722,
when the northern kingdom fdl to the Assyrians, were mosly taken up by war: ether
batles agangt Assyria border disoutes with Judah, revolt by subject peoples such as
Moab, or the struggle againgt the growing power of the new Aramean dae of Damascus in
Syria...
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“But it was aove dl the age of the rise of Assyria, the grest Mesopotamian power.

Assyrian amhbition was to conquer dl the Wesern lands, and it dowly but surdy moved
agang its neighbors in the two centuries after Solomon’s degth...

“By the end of the ninth century.. [Assyrig placed enough pressure on dl the
others to force an end to the fighting between northern Isad and Damascus.. Under a
series of drong kings in the ninth century B.CEE., Assyria began a program of systematic
conquest and empire-building that soread in dl four directions, especidly toward the south
to control Babylon, and toward the west to gain access to the forests of Syria and Lebanon
which would insure a seady wood supply for the largely tredess homdand” (Reading the
Old Testament, pp. 294, 309).

Ancther authority, Julian Reade writes “The firg time, so far as we know, that the
Assyrians became directly involved with one of the man biblicad kingdoms was in 853
B.CE Shdmanesy Il (858-824 B.CE.) was then advancing through Syria towards
Lebanon and Paesting’ (Assyrian Sculpture, p. 44).

And 0 it was that rdations between Isragl and Assyria began to sour as early as the
mid-ninth century B.C.E. when Ahab (874-853 B.CE.), second monarch of the Omri
dynesty, took militay precautions in anticpation of confronting Assyrids imperidig-
minded Shamaneser 111.

Ahab furnished 10,000 soldiers and 2000 chaiots as his contributions to an
Isradlite-Syrian dliance desgned to forestdl Assyrian advances to the southwest. Three
generdions of Igadite kings later, Jehu (841-814 B.CE) fdt the brunt of Assyrian
pressure to the extent that he became atributary of Shalmaneser II1.

Sdebar: Shalmaneser’s Black Obdlisk

Relaions between the Igadites of the northern kingdom and the Assyrians began
to sour as ealy as the mid-ninth century B.CE. when Ahab (874-853 B.CE),
second monarch of the Omri dynedty, took military precautions in anticipation of
confronting Assyria s imperidist-minded Shadmaneser 111 (858-824 B.C.E.).

As subsequent history demondrated, Ahab's anxieties were with good cause. Three
generations of Isradlite kings later, Jehu (841-814 B.CE) fdt the brunt of Assyrian

pressure to the extent that he became a tributary of Shamaneser I11.

Shortly after the mid-Sth century B.CE., “Jehu voluntarily became a vassd of the
Assyrian monarch Shamaneser 1ll. He began paying tribute to Assyria as soon as
he ascended the throne.. Jehu evidently conddered it prudent to reverse Igad’s
policy toward Assyria, which had been one of hodility, in order to secure Assyrian
hep agang Igad’s chief enemy, Hazad of Syrid (Shanks, Ancient Israel, pp.
125-126).
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This Assyrian ruler immortdized Jehu's subsarvience in sone on the renowned
Black Obdisk tha prominently resdes today in the British Museum. Auden Henry
Layard discovered Shdmanesar’s Black Obdisk in 1846 a Nimrud. It bears the
earliest known depiction of an Isradlite in any type of artigtic form.

A warning message

In nationd |sradl’s story, we see a physical precursor to its spiritud counterpart, the
Church of God. Not surprigngly, Jesus destribed His people as a “little flock” (Luke
12:32). Paul shows us that the Chridian is typicdly drawn from the wesk and foolish of
the world (1Corinthians 1:26-28). And Chrig Himsdf sad: “I thank You, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have
reveded them to babes’ (Matthew 11:25).

How ever amdl or lacking in influence thet Church may truly be, it is charged with
a monumental responghbility to preach the Gogpe of the Kingdom of God as a witness to
dl the world (Mathew 24:14). A pat of tha message involves waning the physcd,
national people of God about the coming judgments on them (Mathew 10:6, 23)—a theme
that will be explored in greeter depth in the find chapter of this paper.

If such a messsge of coming doom mus be ddivered in an goparently prosperous
and thriving context, it is not the firg time that servants of God have had to do 0. Micah
5:8 predicts a time when “the remnant of Jacob shdl be among the Gentiles, in the midst of
many peoples, like a lion among the beadts of the fored, like a young lion among flocks of
sheep, who, if he passes through, bath treeds down and tears in pieces and none can
ddiver.”

Such has been the character of Anglo-American world dominance over the lagt two
centuries. So it largdy remains for the United States today. But it is in just such a time—
when the hand of Jacob will “be lifted agang your adversaries, and dl your enemies shdl
be cut off”—that God “will cut off your horses from your mids And destroy your chariots.
I will cut off the aties of your land And throw down dl your strongholds’ (verses 9-11).

If the Assyrian captivity of Isadl is a forerunner of an end time punishment on
Abraham’s modernday descendants, the implications for the Church a the end of the age
are ovawhdming. God expects His people to ddiver a warning message even if it isin a
setting where the outward sgns of military and economic decay ae absent. Dramdic
padlds do exis, however, between the socid and mord mdase in 8th century B.CE.
and the 20th century CE. Isad. As God expects His sarvants today to condemn such
decadence, so He did in ancient times.

It was in a benign setting of physcd and materid Igadite prosperity, and just
before Tiglath-pileser (745727 B.CE.) disurbed that peace, that the prophets Amos and
Hosea gppeared. These men initited in Igad the age of “Clasicd Prophecy.” Until this
juncture, we read primarily biblica narratives about the prophets themsdves.
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After ther coming, Scripture richly preserves the actud words of the prophets.
Amos broke new ground, indicting not only naiond leadership but the whole people as
repongble for the sns of “Samaia” a biblicd teem for the northern kingdom. “Sparing
neither king nor pries, nobility nor common people, Amos cadigated them dl in Smple
but shap messages of reproof and denunciaion.. Amos warned that only complete
repentance by king and people, and a turning again to Yaweh, whom they had forsaken,
could avert the gpproaching catastrophe” (Shanks, Ancient Israd, p. 127).

Both Amos and Hosea inveighed agang the evils of the day which induded
oppression of the poor, perverson of judgment, unbridled greed, sdfish luxury among the
aidocratic cdasses (paticulaly its women), and supeficid rdigiosty which found
expresson in irreverence toward the Sabbeth, fathlessness toward the covenat, and
worship of foreign gods. Unsuccessfully, these two prophets called for nationd repentance.

Boadt summarizes the fiddity of Amos message writing, “God does not sand idly
by and watch evil go on. The politicd moves of Assyria and its feaful military victories
ae not accidents of higory but permitted and directed by God to punish Igad” (Reading
the Old Testament, pp. 304, 317-318). Ultimady, the Assyrians proved to be “the rod of
God'sanger” about which Isaiah wrote (Isaiah 10:5-6).

Amos younger counterpat, Hosea, probably lived to witness the awful fulfillment
of his own predictions He no doubt saw one king after another change loydties for and
agang Asgyria, saw the violence of assassndion destroy the inner spirit of the country,
and watched as little by little the Assyrians conquered and deported parts of the kingdom
until the capitd itsdf went down in flames’ (Boadt, Reading the Old Testament, pp. 323
324).

The end comes for the northern kingdom

Vey shortly after the death of Jeroboam 1l (753 B.CEE.), the northern kingdom
plunged into politicd chaos “Civil was assessndions and internd  fighting  between
groups which supported Assyrian policies or opposed any capitulation to them racked the
northern date.. The degths of Jeroboam and Uzzigh.. came a the very moment when
Assyria reganed her power and renewed her push to the west” (ibid. pp. 311-312—see
aso Shanks, Ancient Isradl, p. 128).

In the mide of ther own domedic and internd difficulties Igadite policy-makers
dso had to condder the intrusons of Assyria into their affars By the time of Tiglath-
pileser 1ll, king Menahem (752-742 B.CE) was forthcoming with “enormous sums of
tribute’ intended to induce the Assyrian monarch to leave him and his people in peace
(Shanks, Ancient Isradl, pp. 129-130).

In 738 B.CE., king Pekah (752-732 B.CE.) rebdled aganst Assyria only to

urrender laer and pay a huge ransom in order to retain his throne (2 Kings 15:19-20).
Typicd of the Assyrian poicy of the time Pekah's didoydty st in motion the usud
Assyrian response of converting the offending kingdom into avassal date.
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This redefining of Igadite-Assyrian relations was the firg in a sequence of three

levds of response which were automaticdly and successvely introduced as a meatter of
Assyrian imperid palicy in deding with unruly subject peoples

Second time offenders forfeited ther politicd control and were replaced by a
vassa-king whom the Assyrian government beieved would be loyd. In dage two, the
Assyrians dso reduced the amount of territory that the new vassal controlled. The Assyrian
monarch took direct rule over & leest some of the origind kingdom. The new vassd king
was less independent than his predecessor was. As an additiond dimenson of punishmert,
the Assyrians deported limited segments of the population.

Finding themsdves among drangars whose languege they did not  understand
(Jeremigh 5:15) and whose culture was unfamiliar, the deportees had little hope of
successtully revolting agangt their Assyrian magters. Even if they did, they were hundreds
of miles from ther origind homeand and unlikely to find their way successfully back to it.

Tiglahpileser initiated this second dage of punishment on Israd in response to
Pekah's dliance with Damascus and a second atempt a revolt in 734 B.CE. The firg
deportation of Igadites (734-732 B.CE), sometimes refered to as the “Gdilean
Captivity,” took pat of the population—principdly that drawn from the tribes of Reuben,
Gad, and the portion of Manash living east of the Jordan Rive—to northern Syria as
well as northern and northwestern Mesopotamia (2 Kings 16:5-9; 15:27-29).

Tiglath-pileser 11l dso occupied the grester pat of Gdilee and Gilead and divided
Igradite territory itsdf into four new provinces: Magidu, Duru, Gilead, and Samaria

Thefinal sraw

The third and find officid Assyrian response in deding with rebdlious subjects
was extinction of the people as a ndion. This action usudly induded wholesde removd of
amogs the entire population. The Assyrians scattered deportees throughout ther empire
and repopulated the vecated teritories with other people from digant and far-flung
regions.

The pro-Assyrian but unrdiable Isradlite vassa, King Hoshea (732-722 B.CE.), st
in mation the events which brought the find dedluge Hoping to recave criticd ad from
Egypt to the south, Hoshea betrayed Assyrian trust in around 725 B.CE. (2 Kings 18:9-
10). Shdmanesy V (727-722 B.C.E) eventudly responded with a three year sege (722/1-
718 B.CE.) which resulted in the fdl of the kingdom's capitd city, Samaria At that point,
the Northern Kingdom ceased to exig.

There is an important postscript to the fdl of Samaria in 718 B.C.E. For Judah, the
Oeterioration continued beyond Shdmanesr V's mgor militay campaign of 721-718
B.CE. Hezekiah's kingdom experienced pat of a find denouement in faled lgadite-
Assyrianrelations.
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In 701 B.CE. Smeon, the find tribe outsde of Judah proper, was taken captive by
the amy of Sennacherib (704-681 B.CE) in pat of the generd Assyrian campagn
described in 2 Kings 18, 2 Chronicles 31, and Isaiah 36.

Sidebar: Sennacherib’s western campaign

Jugt before the end of the 8th century B.CE., Assyrian monarch Sennecherib
launched a highly dedtructive assault through the edge of the desart in that territory
of the Kingdom of Judeh known as the Shephhelah. He consdered his Sege of
Lachish, located south of Judah and between Gerar and Beer-sheba, the crowning
achievement of this campaign.

Sennacherib immortdized the dege in his limestone bas-rdiefs origindly panding
for the wals of his padace in Nineveh. These rdiefs now grace severd of the walls
in the Assyrian rooms of London's British Museum (on the Lachish rdiefs see
Mitchdl, The Bible in the British Museum pp. 6064, and Reade, Assyrian
Sculpture, pp. 47-52).

The gory of Sennacherib’'s western campaign of 701 B.C.E. is rdaed in the little
hexagond Taylor Prism which dso can be found today in the British Museum.
“The best known passage in this description Sates that because [king of Judah]
Hezekiah had not submitted to the Assyrian ‘yoke’ Sennacherib laid sege to forty-
sx fortified Judesn cities, deported 200,150 people, and invested Hezekiah in
Jerusdem” (T. C. Mitchdl, The Bible in the British Museum p. 59).

The Assyrian monarch dams to have trapped Hezekiah in his cepitd city “like a
bird in a cage” But what Sennacherib’'s account does not say is as important as
what it does.

Placed dongsde of the biblicd accounts of 2 Kings 1817-19:36 and Isaish 36:1-
37:37, we find much more to the dory. These passages tel how God deivered
Jausdem by driking the Assyrian amy under Rabshakeh with a devadaing
plague while they were encamped about the environs of the city (2 Kings 19:32-
35). The Hebrew tradition places this dramatic rescue of Hezekiah's Jerusdem on
the Passover.

The Soncino commentary on Isaah 36 observes, “Traditiondly Hezekiah's illness
occurred three days before Sennacherib’s fdl. On the third day Hezekiah went up
to the Temple to offer his prayer; and on the same day, which was the first day of
Passover, Sennacherib’'s armies were miraculoudy destroyed while he himsdf fled
to Nineveh.”

Woking from the assumption tha Assyriarlgadite rddions were generdly
troubled from the reign of Shdmaneser 1l through the find campaign of Sennacherib, the
period between 1660-1820 C.E. becomes particularly sgnificant.
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As Asgyrian intrusons into |sadite affars inexorably increased and the impending
caagtrophe of massve deportation became inevitable, might it be logicd to assume tha we
would find a corresponding crescendo of modern Isradlitish power across a century and a
haf leading to the expiration of the withholding of the Birthright? Indeed, as we shdl see
in the following chepter, thisis precisly what history demondtrates.

Chapter 10

Undergstanding the Higtoric Past and the Prophetic Future

It is a fact of higory that aout 2520 years after ancient Israel ceased to be an
indegpendent  kingdom, the Ango-Saxon people were on the verge of exercisng
unpardlded influence.

It is ds0 a mater of dear, unquestionable higtoricd record that during the century
and a hdf from 1660 to 1820, devdopments in Britain and the United States lad the
foundation for the Anglo-American economic, politica, and military dominance of the lagt
two centuries. Is this mere coincidence—or is it precisdly what we should expect based on
the Bible prophecies foretdling the near-unbeievable gregstness of Abraham’s hers “in the
lest days’? (Genesis 49:1).

Three sets of prophecies

In fact, there are three sets of prophecies, dl of which provide some of the most
convincing evidence avalable about the modernday identity of the descendants of Israd.
The fird aises from those adonishing predictions about the double-portion of the
Abrahamic blessng to fdl on the people of Joseph (Geness 48:21-22;, 49:22-26;
Deuteronomy 33:13-17; 1 Chronicles5:1-2).

The second relates to Jacob’'s prediction of an eventud separation between Ephram
and Manasseh (Genesis 48:1-20)—his forecast that descendants of the two boys would
grow together into a grest people that eventudly they would experience a pating of the
ways with eech group enjoying continuing prosperity and blessings in ther own right. We
can locae the people of Joseph in higory by looking backward in time identifying the
modern-day peoples who have fulfilled the predictions & the time and in the way that
prophecy leads usto expect.

The third st of prophecies scatered liberdly throughout the writings of both
Magor and Minor Prophets foretdls of monumenta end time events yet to overtake the
Igaditish peoples They ae of vdue to us not only in demondraing that a phydcd,
nationad people of lsad exids today; they give us an enlarged underganding of the very
job of the Church of God as humanity moves inexorably toward the return of Jesus Chrigt
and the establishment of His Millennid rue over the dl the earth.
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In this chapter, we will examine in order each of these three sets of prophecies, how
they have been fulfilled, and what remains aheed for Isradl.

The incredible prosperity of Joseph

The words of Jacob predict marvelous and wonderful things for Joseph's end time
descendants. “Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a wel; his branches run over
the wdl. The archers have hitterly grieved him, shot a him and haied him. But his bow
remaned in drength, and the ams of his hands were made strong by the hands of the
Mighty God of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Isradl), by the God of your
father who will hep you, and by the Almighty who will bless you with blessngs of heaven
above, blessngs of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breests and of the womb.
The blessings of your faher have excdled the blessings of my ancedtors, up to the utmost
bound of the everlagting hills. They shdl be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the
head of him who was separate from his brothers’ (Genesis 49:22-26).

Moses raterated these words in his farewdl address to the Isradlites about to cross
the Jordan River and enter the Promised Land.

“And of Joseph he said: ‘Blessed of the Lord is his land, with the precious things of
heaven, with the dew, and the deep lying beneath, with the precious fruits of the sun, with
the precious produce of the months, with the best things of the ancient mountains, with the
precious things of the everlading hills, with the precious things of the eath and its
fullness, and the favor of Him who dwelt in the bush.

‘Let the blessng come on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him
who was separate from his brothers.  His glory is like a firgborn bull, and his horns like
the horns of the wild ox; together with them He shdl push the peoples to the ends of the
eath; they are the ten thousands of Ephram, and they are the thousands of Manasseh'™”
(Deuteronomy 33:13-17).

The word Hebrew word used here for “separateé’ means “consecrated” which
means “set gpart” Enhanced Srong’s Lexicon, # 5139). Other trandations use the term
“set gpart from” (New Revised Sandard) and “the one distinguished among his brothers’
(New American Sandard) in place of “separate” This seems to be the primary intent, but
one can dso make the case for a physica separation. Joseph was sold into davery. And
there is even a modern corrdation to the descendants of Ephram and Manasseh. They
have been spaated (and dso diginguished) from ther brothers by geogrephy and
prospeity.

Joseph separate from his brethren

These prophecies have been fulfilled in the dories of the British and American
peoples. Like Joseph, the son of Jacob, the descendants of Ephram and Manasseh have
been physcdly separated from the descendants of the other tribes Throughout European
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hisory, the English Channd has sarved as a beneficent buffer separating the Cdts, the
Angles and the Saxons from thar fdlow-lsradite tribespeople living on the northwestern
portion of the Continent. This separation has had numerous beneficid effects. The firg
relatesto colonization.

Those adventuresome Ephramitess, who had wanderlugt, trekked to digant parts
such as Canada, Audrdia, New Zedand, and South Africa. The Manasste branch of the
family travded as wdl, ultimady building a nation insulaed from not only Ephram but
the other brothers as well by the Atlantic Ocean. The colonization and settlement process
in which these people participated was a dramatic fulfillment of Josgph's branches running
“over thewdl” (Geness49:22).

Separdtion has dso dlowed the British and American people to live in pesceful
isolation (verse 26). It has often has done much to spared them of the grief and losses
caused by war. If the British people have been participants in many of the European wars
of modern times, they dso have often had the decided advantage of picking and choosng
how, when, and & times even whether they would be involved.

Through much of British higory, the insulation afforded by the English Channd
gaed the British the draning cogts of mantaning a sanding amy and watching the
cream of its manhood fdl victim to enemy swords, arows, bullets, and bombs. On many
occasions, the British even detemined the outcome of Continentd conflicts watching
safdy from a digance, sarving as “Paymeser of the Allies” and pursuing her typicad 19th
century policy of “Splendid Isolation.”

If the English Channd mede England a redively pesceful place by Continenta
dandards, the Atlantic Ocean gave the United States of America one of the most
unprecedented opportunities in recorded human higory. From the birth of the country in
1776, the founding fathers aspired to creste a new and noble nation. They wished to build a
unique nationdate, unencumbered by arigocratic traditions and foreign entanglements that
afflicted the Old World out of which the American colonists had come.

The advantage of geogrgphic isolaion on a new and largdy unpopulated continent
gave Americans to creste what which has become the strongest and most powerful nation

in today’ sworld.
American nationhood flowers

U.S. involvement in world affars began to crescendo around the time of the
SpanihtAmerican War  (1898). Americas fird nave, idedidic, full-scde plunge into
internationd  rddions came in 1917 with her entry into World War I. Disllusonment over
the peace process led to a temporary lgpse into isolaioniam, but by the late-1930s the
world hed become “too smdl” fa the United States to stand doof much longer. American
involvement in World War |l began a sudained paticipation by the United States in world
affars. Today, Americais the recognized leader among the nations of the world.
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Along with brother Ephram, the descendants of Manasseh have had the power to

“push the people together to the ends of the earth” (Deuteronomy 33:17). Little wonder
that the prophecies inform us that Joseph’s “bow abode in strength” (verse 24).

If the luck of geogrgphy made possible Anglo-American dominance of the past two
hundred years, much of that drength sorang as wel from favorable dimae and a
seemingly endless supply of naturd resources The “blessngs of heaven above’ (Geness
4925—compare Deuteronomy  33:13-14) have come to both peoples whose teritories lie
squardy within the temperate zones Auspicious dimate has endbled both the British and
Americans to capitdize agriculturdly on the abundant supply of rich and fetile soil of
ther territories (Deuteronomy 8.9; 283-5).

A dependable food supply hes yidded the deedy populdion growth in British
regions of the world and the United States from the 18th through much of the 20th
centuries. Certainly in terms of populaion growth, the descendants of Joseph have been a
“fruitful  bough” (Geness 4922, 25; Leviticus 26:9; Deuteronomy 6:3; 7:13-14; 284)
providing both the labor force and humen ingenuity which helped to meke possble the
indugtrigization which changed the face of the world.

In addition to favorable dimate, weather, agriculturad production and a large
population base, the British and American peoples fel heir to a tressure trove of naurd
resources What the British lacked within ther own ides they drew from an empire
encirding the globe.

The Americans found everything necessary for naiond economic grestness—
fatile top soil; iron ore and cod depodts reserves of gold, slver, diamonds and
petroleum—within the confines of the continentd U.S. Both peoples possessed “the chief
things of the adent mountans’—the “precious things of the ledting hills’ and “the
precious things of the eath and fullness thereof” within the teritories they excdusvey
controlled (cf. Deuteronomy 8.9, 28:1, 6, 8, 13).

Forty decisive years

All of the things promised in the prophecies aout Jossph “in the lagt days’
(Geneds 49:1) began to converge near the end of the 18th century CE. It is worth
examining what happened to the descendants of both Ephram and Manasseh during this
period. We find England and France locked in a life-and-desth Sruggle over European—
and by extenson world—hegemony. The outcome of that druggle determined who would
dominate the world during the following two centuries. The find results were not entirely
clear until the end of the Ngpoleonic Wars (1804-1815).

Napoleon's defeat brought closure to what is arguably the most decisve 40 year
period in moden higory: 1775-1815. The Bible makes repested use of the number 40 as
symbalic of judgment or as a unified block of time denoting stages of life or regd periods
(compare Exodus 2:1-10, 15; Numbers 14:34; Joshua 31417, Judges 3:11; 2 Samud 54;
1 Kings 11:42; 1 Chronides 29:27; 2 Chronides 9:30; Acts 13:21). The events unfolding
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during these four decades confirmed the Anglo-American character of the 19th and 20th
centuries.

Genesis, chepter 48 addresses the separation of Ephram from Manasseh and the
foundation of two separate independent polities Jacob predicted that Manasseh “dso shdl
become a people, and he dso shdl be great: but truly his younger brother shdl be greater
than he, and his seed shdl become amultitude of nations’ (verse 19).

The fird pat of this grand prophecy was fulfilled in the setting of the American
Revolution (1775-1783) and the War of 1812 (1812-1815). The American Revolution
severed the politicd connection of the American colonigts to England. The wars between
France and England on the European Continent had an indirect influence as well.

The Louisana Purchase was the product of Napoleon's need far ready cash to pay
for the cods of impending war with England. The acquistion of the Louisana Territory
(1803) insured world power datus for the United States. The War of 1812 confirmed the
separdion of the U.S. from Britain.

And findly, the degth of Tecumseh (October 4, 1813) effected a subduing of the
Indian threst which opened the way for rdatvely unhindered wesward expanson—a
development which gathered increasng momentum and reached a kind of dimax with the
growth of the spirit of “Manifes Degtiny” and the Mexican War (1846-1848).

A Commonwealth of Nations

The second aspect of Jacob's prediction—that Ephram would become “a multitude
of nations’ (verse 19)—dso began dowly but inexorably to be fulfilled as a result of the
French defeat in 1815. At the end of the Napoleonic Was, the Royd Navy ruled the
worlds oceans. The British economy, greatly simulaed by the conflict, had been
propdled to unpardlded world supremecy (William H. McNelll, The Ecumene: The Sory
of Humanity, p. 528-529; ss¢ ds the F. Crouzet esssy, “England and France in the
Eighteenth century: A Comparaive Andyss of Two Economic Growths” pp. 167, 173-
174, in The Causes of the Industrial Revolution in England edited by R. M. Hartwell; and
Age of Aristocracy, . 217, 277-278).

The French bid for world hegemony—moreor-less continuous since the days of
Louis XIV (1643-1715) and the opening rounds of the “Second Hundred Years War”—had
decisvdy failed.

Britan found hersdf free and in possesson of the necessry poalitica, economic,
and militay power to build an empire tha extended aound the globe. As brother
Manasseh moved forward to condruct a nation tha would extend from “sea to shining
sea” Ephram fdl heir to the world.

The British built an empire on which the sun never set. This imperia dructure was
dmog infinite in its divergty, comprised as it was of people from virtudly every known
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ethnic group and governed by means a centrdized as the Rg in India or the British Agent-

Genegd”s Office in Egypt.. or as independent as the dominion Satus granted to the
territories of settlement in Canada, Audtrdia, New Zedland, and South Africa.

Geness, chapter 49 rdates the detalls of Joseph's inheritance—not Reuben's (1
Chronides 5:1-2—of the double portion of the Birthright passed from Abraham to Isaec
to Jacob.

Napoleon's fdl was an essentid prelude to Britan's ascenson and the fulfillment
of this prophecy. After 1815, Anglo-French tensons remained, particularly in the sphere of
colonid and imperid rivdries (the most dramatic example of which is the Fashoda Criss
of 1898), but even in that aena, there are novel examples of atempts a Anglo-French
cooperdion (eg., the Anglo-French Commisson which managed Egyptian economic
affairs from 1876-1881 or the dividing of the Middle Eagt into spheres of influence by the
Sykes-Picot agreement of 1917).

From 1815, there generdly ensued a decrescendo of tensons which culminated in
the Entente Cordide of 1904 and the joint Anglo-French resstance to the Triple Alliance
and later the Centrd Powers agang whom both French and English fought during World
War I.

Sidebar: The Coronation of James|, King of England (1603)

No doubt bregthless after his furious and unauthorized Pony Express-style 300 mile
dash up the Great North Road from London to Edinburgh, a young courtier named
Robert Carey stood insde Holyrood Paace.

In soite of his more than 30 hours in trangt—and the fact that he had taken one bad
fdl adong the way—he was ddighted to be the man to inform Scottish King James
VI that, on the death of English monarch Elizabeth |, James had become James I,
king of England. Carey ddivered these momentous tidings a the end of the day of
March 26, 1603.

If the Throne of David went from Jerusdem to Irdand to Scotland, then the
successon of the Stuart king, James |, a the death of Elizabeth | conditutes the
find planting of the Davidic throne in England. The posshility that the Scottish
line of kings represents the Davidic family is paticulaly interesting. This is
especidly true in light of Nathan's prophecy of the fae to befdl David's family in
the aftermah of the Bathsheba-Urish the Hittite debade (2 Samud 11:1-27). The
prophet inveighed, “Now therefore, the sword shdl never depat from your house
... | will raise up adversity againg you from your own housg” (2 Samue 12:10-11).

This prophecy finds a fascinating echo in the obsarvaions of Prince Michad of
Greece “Sootland, whose very ancient higtorica  beginnings remain obscure, made
her firg appearance as a coherent kingdom in the ninth century under Kenneth |
McAlpin The descendants of his dynasy include such famous higtoricad figures as
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Duncan and Macheth. Dominated by wars with England, the hisory of Scotland is

a romantic tapestry of acts of great heroism and great brutdity. The Stuarts came to
the throne with Robert 11 in the fourteenth century.”

Chapter 11
The * Gate of His Enemies’—A Fulfillment of Biblical Prophecies

The promise to Abraham induded one unique and unusud provison which some
have understood to goply to control of important and drategic passageways aound the
world. This idea is dravn from Genesis 22:17, which promises, “and thy seed shdl possess
the gate of his enemies” This promise is repeated to Rebekah, mother of Isaec, in Geness
24:60.

It is a fact of higory that the British and Americans have controlled the mgority of
both land and sea gates which have been criticd to the economic and military dominance
enjoyed by Britain and Americain the 19th and 20th centuries.

Three vital sea gates

The acquigtion of the three of the most important sea gates occurred in the context
of God's holy day seasons. The fird example took place as a result of the War of the
Soanish Successon (1701-1714). This conflict began as the result of a decison mede in a
Spring holy day <setting. Over the last three decades of his reign, Spanish King Charles I
(1661-1700) hed “been a waking medicd exhibit of hdf a dozen fatd diseases’ (Joseph R.
Strayer, e. d., Mainstream of Civilization, p. 451).

Since Chales Il had no children the absence of a royd heir led to a controversy
over successon to the Spanish throne. For a time, it gppeared tha the maiter could be
peecegbly resolved. However, when Charles desgnated Philippe d Anjou, the grandson of
French King Louis XIV, as his lawful successor, he destabilized the European baance of
power. That decison occurred on October 2, 1700—the fifth Day of Unleavened Bread.

Charles decison confirmed the word feas of felow-European datesmen
concerning French intentions. At Vesdlles, the Spanish Ambassador, kneding before the
new king—now Philip V of Spain—was heard to murmur, “Il n'y pas de Pyrenees'—there
ae no more Pyrenees. He implied that the king's ascenson amounted to the union of
France and Spain.

By 1701, the Grand Alliance condructed by English King William 1l was a war
with France. William hoped to restore a favorable badance of power. In the end, the French
bid to dominate the Continent faled. In fact, England emerged from the conflict with the
largest European navy and her gatus as aworld power confirmed.

Page 82
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

As a reault of the war, England acquired Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, the Hudson
Bay taritory, Minorca, and mogt importantly, Gibratar which controlled entry and exit to
the Mediteranean Sea. These terms of settlement—the Peace of Utrecht among others,
were reeched on April 11, 1713.

England gains Suez

Over a century and a hdf later, the British gained direct control of another critica
S8 gdae a the other end of the Mediterranean. Since 1875, Britain had owned controlling
interest in the Suez Cand. A short time laer, Britain became more directly involved in
Egyptian affars dong with the French, as pat of the socdled “Anglo-French
Condominium” (1876-1882).

Finandad mismaneagemet on the pat of the Egyptian government led to the
edablisment of a joint Anglo-French commisson and “Dud Paramountcy” to restore
Egyptian economic ability. But Egyptian politica problems persisted.

The continuing difficulties of the Egyptian government led Ishmail, the Khedive of
Egypt on May 28, 1882, to recdl Colond Ahmed Arabi Pasha and other naiondids. This
turn of event st the stage for the British occupation of Egypt from 1882 until 1956. Soon
theregfter, Arabi eventudly led anaiondist rebdlion.

Srongly influenced by the popular anti-colonidism in France during the early-
1880s, the French government refused to get involved. On the other dde of the English
Channd, Arabi’s actions prompted a different response. The British digpaiched an
expeditionary amy of 40,560 men to quell the rebdlion.

Commanding officer Gened Ganet Wolsdey's bout with illness ddayed any
actud militay engagements. When action came, it was overwhemingly successful for the
British. On September 13, 1882, Wolsdey defeated Egyptian rebels under Arabi a the
Battle of Ted-el-Kebir about 50 miles northeest of Caro. On the following day Wolsdey’s
triumphant army marched into Cairo.

Under the rulership of the “Veled Protectorate” Britain stood supreme in Egypt—
in sole control over Egyptian afars while the French found themsdves on the outsde
looking in. The British remained there for nearly three-quarters of a century.

America acquires the Panama Canal

The third grest sea gate acquired by Joseph's seed was the Panama Cand. Like
Thomas Jferson’s purchase of the Louidana teritory or Benjamin Digadi’s acquistion
of Suez Cand gock, American Presdent Theodore Roosevet's actions to secure Panama
were taken with bold decisveness but quedionable legdity. About his presumption,
Theodore Roosevet remarked, “l took the Isghmus, dated the Cand, and then Ieft
Congress—not to debate the Cand, but to debate me” (The American Pagt, p. 323).
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Cetanly Teddy Roosevet was one of Americas most decisve leaders. Moreover,

the circumstances of his rise to the presdency were rather unique. The assassnation of
Presdent William McKinley brought Roosevet into that office on September 14, 1901

Notwithstanding Roosevdt's vaious humen faults and foibles, his adminidration
was diginguished by judice His “Square Ded” and “reputation as an honest and
competent reformer” bears witness to this aspect of the fairness of his adminidrative yle.

Roosevdt played a criticd role in the fulfilling of the Abrahamic promise reevant
to lgad’s possesson of important sea gates (Geneds 22:17, 26:.40). He was the centrd
actor in the American congtruction and acquisition of the Panama Candl.

On September 22, 1902, French engineer Philippe Jean BunauVailla from
Panama arived in New York City to set in motion events which would leed to U.S. to
accomplish what the Compagnie Universdle du Cand Interocianique and  renowned
engineer Ferdinand de Lesseps had failed to do between 1881-1889.

On October 10 BunauVailla met with Presdent Roosevedt and predicted a
revolution agang the ruling Columbian government by those living on the Ishmus
Roosevdt was reported to have remarked in private “I took Panama because Bunau-
Vailla brought it to me on a slver plater” (David McCullough, Path Between the Seas, p.
334). Again, we see a higoricd example of Reuben’'s passing of the Birthright to Joseph (1
Chronides5:1-2).

Working in cooperation with Panamas Dr. Manud Ameador, Bunau-Vailla moved
to receive the cand project under different auspices. On October 13, BunauVailla hdd a
meting a the Waddorf-Adoria Hotel in which the Panama Republic was born. Thereafter
evats moved quickly meking possble American success in the cand zone region. (See
David McCullough, Path Between the Seas: The Creation of the Panama Canal, 1870-
1914, pp. 342-343, 347-350, 356, 384. 392-393, 401.)

Sdebar: Benjamin Digradi: Maestro of Empire

What is in a name? God often names things what they are. When the light-bringing
cherub Lucfer rebeled agang the authority of God (Isaah 14:12-16; Ezekid
2814-19). He renamed him “adversay” or Saan. Adam’'s name literdly meant
“red eath” the substance from which the firda man was formed and shaped
(Geneds 2.7).

Abram receved a name—Abraham (Geness 17:5—which connoted his very
faherhood—‘faher of a multitude® (Geness 17:4-6). Solomon, whose name
derives from the Hebrew root word for “peace” presded over one of the most
pecific periodsin dl Igradlite higtory (1 Kings 4:24).

Is it 0 drange tha God might gill provide us Smilar Sgnpods dong the way
through human higory (cf. Hebrews 13:8)? One possble example of this is found

Page 84
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

in the sory of growth and deveopment of the British Empire One of the most
remarkable figuresin English politicd higory was Benjamin Digradli (1804-1881).

This son of a Jewish family which had conveted to Chridianity rose to the
pinnacle of British politicd life and sarved twice as Prime Miniger (1868, 1874-
1880). He is sometimes described as the “Maestro of Empire” the British
datesman who gave the late-19th century British Empire a new emotiond force.
Higorian Wdter P. Hal and R. G. Albion obsarve, “Digadi, it has been sad, was
the fird modern datesman to pursue a frankly imperidistic policy” (History of the
British Empire, pp. 705706).

During Digadi’s second adminigration, England underwent a revivad of interes in
empire and teritorid expangon. Acting boldy and with remarkable independence,
Digadi pad nealy four million pounds—money borrowed from the Bank of
Rothschild with “the British government” as security—for the purchase of 44% of
the shares of stock contralling the recently congructed Suez Cand. It was the
engineering masterpiece of Frenchman Ferdinand de Lesseps.

German Iron Chancdlor Otto von Bismarck gptly described this passageway as the
soind cord of the British Empire. Indeed the condruction of the Suez Cand hed
dramdicdly dtered the bdance of power in the Middle Eadt. It necesstated British
presence, or, better ill, direct control of the region. The cand became Britan's
“lifding’ to India.

The next and perhgps mogt grandiose expresson of Digadi’'s imperid mlicies was
in connection with the linchpin of Empire, India itsdf. On May 1, 1876 Digadi
saw that the Royd Titles Bill made Queen Victoria“ Empress of India”

In January of the following year in Ddhi, India with great fanfare and ceremony

the Viceroy of India pronounced Victoria Empress as a grand cdebraion in her
honor. Later tha same year, Digadi annexed the minerd-rich Transvad in South

Africa Three years laer, a the Congress of Berlin, he acquired the drategic
outpog of Cyprusin the Mediterranean Sea.

It is a remarkable coincidence that one of the chief architects of the British Empire
literaly bears the name of “lgrad.” Or is it? Given wha we know about the identity

of Jacob’'s modern-day descendants and the timing of the issuance of the physicd,
materid, nationd promises to Abraham, the name Digadi reads more like a
providentid sgnpod.

Anglo-American dominance to continue?
And 0, the 19th and 20th centuries have seen the domination of world higory by

the Anglo-American peoples. As we rapidy move towad the 21s century, will this pattern
continue? British world dominance is dready athing of the pag.
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The two grest world wars of the 20th century took a terible toll on Britan and her
people. These conflicts robbed her of much of her manpower. They drained her
economicdly. By the end of World War 11, the British found themsdves with nether the
resources nor the will to preserve their empire.

From the redization of Indian independence (1947), the dissolution of Britan's
imperid edifice occurred with dizzying speed. British superiority has given place to
American dominance during the find hdf of the 20th century.

If American military, economic, and technicd power remans supreme, the mord
decay of the United States does not bode wdl for the future. The biblicdly based vaues on
which the founding fathers and American people built the U.SA. have given place to the
same kind of sdfish, sdf-sarving materidistic orientation which led to the collapse of the
Roman Empire of antiquity. Without a change in direction and emphass, will the outcome
for America be any different?

It is both interesting and important thet Bible prophecy depicts God's people Igad
in dire drats—even captivity (eg., Deuteronomy 4.27-28; Jaemiah 29:14; Amos 9:14)—
a the time of Jesus Chrid’s return. Israd will be punished for her departure from the ways,
truths, and laws of God—atheme that we shdl explorein thefind chapter of this booklet.

Happily, prophecy dso reveds that God will not aandon Israd forever. There is
coming a great exodus and regtoration, which will foom a bridge into the new Millennid
age, edtablished by Chrig a His Second Coming.

A future exodus and final restoration?

Is there unfinished busness in Bible prophecy? There is good news and bad news.
Numerous Bible prophecies portray a repentant Isradl, turning a last to God and obedient
to His lavs Herbet W. Armgtrong frequently reminded us, that punishment was effected
with apositive end—a* glorious purpose’—in mind:

“God is going to kesgp multiplying chegtening—correction—on our peoples until
they do turn from their evil ways—until they turn to the ways that cause peace, happiness,
prosperity, dl the good thingd .. The prophecies record dso the RESULT of that
intendfied punishment. The result will be a corrected people. The result will be an eye-
opening redization of what we have done to oursdves The supreme punishment will teach
us a lagt, our lesson! The punishment will breek our spirit of rebellion” United Sates and
Britain in Prophecy, pp. 167-168, 170).

Not only will this generaion of Isradites repent; they will recave ddiverance a
the Hand of the returned Jesus Chrigt.

The time is jus before the resurrection of the jud, at Chrig’s coming. As Moses
deivered the ancient Igradites from Egyptian davery, s0 Jesus Chrig is coming to ddiver
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modern  Britain and Ameica from the now-impending Babylonish davey (See
Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 7:37; Jeremiah 23:5-8) (Ibid., p. 177).

This ddivaance entals the fulfillment of some of the mos exdting and
encouraging prophecies in the entire Bible These predictions foretdl a second exodus of
unpardlded magnitude—one which will literdly dwarf the experience of Moses and the
Israelites “Therefore behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that it shdl no more be
sd, ‘The Lord lives who brought up the children of Isad from the land of Egypt, but,
‘The Lord lives who brought up the children of Isradl from the land of the rorth and from
al the lands where He had driven them.” For | will bring them back into their land, which |
gaveto thar fathers’ (Jeremiah 16:14-15).

Further prophetic testimony

Isaiah writes about the same unprecedented regathering of Israd: “It shdl come to
pass in that day that the Lord shdl set His hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of His people who ae left ... He will st up a banner for the nations, and will
asemble the outcasts of Isradl, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth” (Isaiah 11:11-12).

Moses forecast this event as wdl. “And the Lord will scater you among the
peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where the Lord will drive
you. And there you will serve gods the work of men's hands wood and done, which
neither see nor hear nor et nor amel. But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and
you will find Him if you seek Him with dl your heart and with dl your soul. When you are
in didress [compare Mathew 24:21-22], and dl these things come on you in the later
days, when you turn to the Lord your God and obey His voiceg® (Deuteronomy 4:27-30;
28.68).

The prophet Amos wrote of a time when God promised to “bring back the captives
of My people Igael; they shdl build the wade dties and inhabit them; they shdl plant
vineyards and drink wine from them; they shdl dso make gardens and eat fruit from them”
(Amos 9:14).

Those prophecies about an end time redtoration of Israd give us much to anticipate.
Inspired by these passages, Herbert Armatrong wrote:

“The house of lgad is ya to return, a Chrig’s coming, to ther origind
homdand—yet to plant grapes in Samaria, their origind country... . At the future exodus,
a Chrid’s coming, they are to return to the Holy Land out of the land of the NORTH!
[Hosea 11:8, 10].. This prophecy is for condderation in the ‘later days (Jeremiah 30:24;
31:1), and is addressed to ‘lgad’ (verses 2, 4, 9), to ‘Ephram’ (verses 6, 9), and ‘Samarid
(verse5)”

Here is added another hinge—‘the coadts of the earth” (verse 8)—evidencing that
they are dominant a sea and indicating they have soread aoroad widdy by colonization.
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Referring to the house of ISRAEL, not Judah (Isaiah 493, 6), God says “Behold, these

dhdl come from far: and, lo, these from the NORTH and from the WEST; and thee from
the land of Snim” (Isaiah 49:12) (Ibid., p. 95. Compare Psdm 107:3-7; Isaiah 48:20-21).

Therestoration of |srad

These predictions tdl about a bringing of the descendants of physcd, ndiond
Isad together to Pdedtine from dl four corners of the earth a the return of Chrigt. “And it
shdl come to pass in that day tha the Lord will thresh, from the channd of the River to the
Brook of Egypt; and you will be gathered one by one, O you children of Isad. So it shdl
be in tha day: The great trumpet will be blown [compare Leviticus 25:8-10]; they will
come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria, and they who are outcadts in the land
of Egypt, and shdl worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusdem” (Isaiah 27:12-13).

The prophecies of Ezekid point to a dramatic reunion of “lost Israd” with brother
Judah. “As for you, son of man, take a gick for yoursdf and write on it: ‘For Judah and for
the children of Igrad, his companions’ Then take another dick and write on it, ‘For
Joseph, the dick of Ephram, and for dl the house of Igad, his companions’ Then join
them one to another for yoursdlf into one stick, and they will become onein your hand... .

“And | will meke them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Isad; and one
king dhdl be king over them dl.. [and] David My savant shdl be king over them .”
(Ezekid 37:16-17, 22)).

“For the firg time in some three thousand years, for the first time since the days of
Solomon, the house of Israd (the 10 Tribes) will be reunited with the house of Judah. They
will become one 12-tribed nation!” (United States and Britain in Prophecy, p. 184).

Twelve tribes to be reunited

The fact that the restoration prophecies have physica as wel as spiritud fulfillment
demands that Israel have a podt-captivity exigence. In fact, the notion of a restoration and
reunion of the 12 tribesis as old as the Assyrian captivity itsdlf:

“The bdief in the redoraion of the 12 Tribe Kingdom of Igad survived every
gorm which subsequently broke over its remnants.. Even in the course of the Exile itsdf
the prophets dated to proclam the return of the people and the redtoration of the
destroyed 12 Tribe Kingdom. It cryddlized as a centrd conviction in late Jewish
eschaiology and apocdyptic literature.. The author of the Letter of Aristess presupposes
this restoration in his dory of the saventy two scholars, sx from each of the 12 tribes, who
produced the Septuagint” (A. S. Geyser, “Some Sdient New Testament Passages” pp.
305-306).

The expectation of a reunion of the tribes was dive and wdl in the days of Jesus
and the 1st century Church. “In parables and debates he [Jesus] taught them [the 12] ts
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naiure and the Sgns of its coming, and to pray for it daly. The ‘12 (dleven) asked him
after the resurrection, ‘Are you now going to etablish the Kingdom for Isad? (Acts 1:6)"
(ibid., p. 310).

From that time to this the redtoration of lsagl has been a periodic focus of
theologicd interex among the Chrisian dergy and the rdigioudy sendgtive laity.
Ameican hidorian Babara Tuchmen deribes how aound mid-century  well-meaning
men like Lord Shaftesoury actudly nurtured the formation of government policy designed
to promote “an Anglican Igad [by which he meatt the Jews] restored by Protestant
England, a one droke confounding popery, fulfilling prophecy, redeeming mankind’
(Bible and Sword, pp. 175-207, excerpt).

In a soirit which is admirable, Shaftesbury and many others have aspired to do their
pat. But wha exactly should that be? And as we now reflect on the prophecies about
Isradl’ s punishment, repentance, and restoration, what is our respongibility?

Is this message about Israd’s modern identity a part of the Gospe of the Kingdom
of God? And if it is how should this understanding affect and influence our persond
behavior? We will examine these questions in the find chepter.

Chapter 12

The Gospel’s Crucial Relationship to the Modern Nations of | sradl

Given that the British and American peoples of the late-20th century are indeed the
descendants of the ancient Isradlites of the Bible, wha effect should such knowledge have
in our lives today? In an essay aout the higory of the Britishlsad movement, one
sholar summarized the practicad impact of the 19th century underdanding of Igad’s
modern-day identity. He wrote:

“Britidhlsragism could be accepted in grester of lesser degree as an entertaining,
perhaps titillating, set of speculaions. The audiences need fed neither committed to it, nor
incensed by it: it was offered, certanly by one [John Wilson, the author of Our Igaditish
Origins, 1840 who bdieved it, but without obligation to decide findly about it, and
without dl the persuesons and antagonism with which it would have been inevitebly
asociated had it been the creed of a particular sect or denomination” (John Wilson,
“British Isradlism: The Ideological Restraints on Sect Organization” in Patterns of
Sectarianism, pp. 34, 359).

But is that dl there is to the matter? Or are there dimengons to this understanding
which have important—in fact—crucid implications for the Church and the preaching of
its Gogpd of the Kingdom as a witness to dl nations on whom the end of the age is come
(Matthew 24:14)?
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What is the gospel ?

Mog people today might think that an undedanding of Igad’s modern-day
identity is irrdevant to the Gogpd message. Cetanly it is subordinate to the gpiritua
agects of the promises to Abraham, something which Church of God has dways
understood, gppreciated, and highly valued.

The Bible teaches that regardiess of race (Acts 10:34-38; Romans 10:17; Gddians

3:26:29), sdvaion is open to dl who bdieve in Jesus Chrig and bring themsdves under
Hisbeneficent rule.

There neverthdess remans a physcad, materid, and nationd aspect of God's
covenant with Abraham. An awaeness of these physcd promises is usgful to our
understanding of prophecy. Since Jesus Chrig is the centerpiece of the Gospd message,
we must remember that Chrig came preaching the Gospd of the Kingdom of God (Mark
115—not soldy a message about His persond role in the opening phese of God's madter
plan. The Gosped message has severd different facets and aspects. In fact, it is three-
dimensond.

The Gospd has a padt, present, and future dimenson. Each dimenson is reflected
in the sequence and symbolism of the holy days of Leviticus chepter 23. The past
dimendgon is the best known aspect of the Chrigian message. It deds with the life
crucifixion, and desth of Jesus Chrig—with redemption avalable to those who would
repent of sin and accept Chrigt as persond Savior.

The present dimenson of the Gospd rdaes to the establishment of the Church of
God, an event which occurred on the day of Pentecost about 50 days dfter the crucifixion
of Jesus From that time forward, the Kingdom of God in embryonic form has exiged on
earth asthe “little flock” of God's spiritud Isradl.

Although the Church is nat the Kingdom in full blown form, its members enjoy a
foretaste of what it will be like to live under the laws judgments, datutes and principles of
Jesus Chrig’s benevolent government (Maithew 11:28-30). Chridians from the 1t century
CE. until now have been writing the Gospd sory as pat of the “living Book of Acts”
They will continue to do so until Jesus Chrig ushers in the new and globe-girding
Millennid age.

Not only will the logt tribes of Igad be dble to vigt the land of ther forefathers,
but dl people from al racid backgrounds will look on Jerusdem as the Headquarters of
the King of Kings—Jesus Chrid. Notice Micah 42 “Many ndions shdl come and sy,
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord ... He will teach us His ways, and we
shdl wak in His paths.”
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Sidebar: “ Thy Kingdom Come”

Edablishment Chridianity’s shift avay from an emphass on the future dimenson
of the Gogpd hes led some to the misguided idea that the Kingdom in its fullness
exigs on eath today. Tha perception has inspired many Chridians to become
aggressivey active in dtempting to solve many of the world's difficulties and
problems.

While this has produced some good fruit, in many cases, members have become
involved in futile programs or persond quests to rid the world of evils which ae
sysdemic and 0 degply rooted in society’s dructure and fabric that nothing less
than the establishment of Chrig’s rule on earth will effect the necessary changes.
For now, we continue to live in a wald fraught with evil, war, murder, dishonesty,
immordity, and al the other human vices which living within the boundaries of the
laws of God would remedy.

The hidoricd record is filled with accounts of well-intentioned atempts to bring
the Kingdom of God to eath in its fullness before God intends it to arive. One
such example is the concerted 17th century Puritan atempt to change humankind,
in this case, through grictly legidated mordity. Lord Protector of England, Oliver
Cromwell, and his assxiates sought to “inaugurate a new millennium...”

Cromwdl’s falure was the tragedy of dl men of good will who recognize evil but
find it difficult to describe the rightt As a “soldie-sant” he took on the
“repongbility of forging a New Jerusdem” but “was eventudly destroyed by the
means forced on him to atain his ends. The kingdom of God beongs to heaven, the
cty of man to eath, and not even a Cromwdl could unite the two” (Lacy Badwin
Smith, This Realm of England, pp. 266, 275-277).

An awareness of the timetable of God's plan as reveded in the annud Holy Days
heps us to undersand why so many atempts to reform society have failed.
Unorthodox Roman Catholic theologian Hans Kung put his finger on just the
problem in his reflections about the near universd falure of revolutionary
moverments throughout human history. He writes:

“[E]ven if revolution succeeds, there is often no more than a change of rulers, while
the problems and the oppresson reman unchanged.. They have had only a partid
uccess in changing man inwardly, in his innebrmost core, in changing his ‘heart,
with the ad of environment technology or psychoandyss or even politicd
revolution... With dl the many reforms are we not merely panting over the surface
and not geting a the cause of evil? We seem to be engaged less in necessary
radicd reform than in budling, flusered reformism which in various soheres of life
(university, indugtry, Church, education, date legidation) has produced a grest ded
of change and little improvement.
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“At any rate there has been no change in man himsdf, no different basic attitude,
no new humanity.. Liberd reformers and disgppointed revolutionaries meet one
another a the grave of ther expectations’ (On Being A Chrigtian, pp. 5556, 544,
539-570).

True Chrigians have made the change of heart about which Kung spesks (Jeremiah
3L31-33; Ezekid 36:26-27; Hebrews 8:8-10). The mgority of humanity has not.
All men and women will have the opportunity to do so, but only after the return of
Jesus Chridt.

It is the reun of Jesus Chrig and dl those events surrounding the literd
edablishment of His thousand year rule on eath tha ae portrayed in the Fal fedtiva
season—those holy days beginning with the Feest of Trumpets and running through the
Feast of Tabernacles. A criticad eement in that story pertains to the future for the physicd,
nationd people of Isad. One of the many things that Chrig will do on His return to the
eath isto ddiver an endaved Igadl out of the lands of their captivity.

This future dimenson of the Gospe message deds with events leading to the end
of this age and Second Coming. That message indudes Israd’s impending  punishment,
repentance, and restoration. Those eements of the story are equdly apart of the Gospel.

How, then, do we locate the yet-to-be-fulfilled prophecies about Isradl in Scripture?
|srael and propheciesfor our day

In many Bible prophecies, the use of the word “Israd” points us exclusvely to the
descendants of the tribes of the northern kingdom—decidedly not Judah.

Herbet Armgrong writes “Wherever you see the name ‘house of Igad, or
‘Samaia’ or ‘Ephram’ used in prophecy, remember this IT REFERS TO THE
NORTHERN TRIBES of Isad, who composed the nation... Thus it is that many of the
prophecies about ‘Israd’ or ‘Jacob’ do not refer primarily to Jews or to any of the nations
that are today the descendants of the other tribes of Israd” (United Sates and Britain in
Prophecy, pp. 43, 64—see ds0 pp. 60-62, 65-66, 70-71, 88, 107, 122).

Unfortunatdly, in many cases the biblicd use of the name “lgad” is far more
ambiguous than we might like it to be It is often difficult to know for certan whether the
biblicad naraor or prophet intends it to describe Israd, Judah, Israd and Judah, a portion
of Judah, or a portion of Isad. The difficulty is illusrated in severd passages from the
Book of Jeremiah (214, 9, 26-28; 5.1, 20, 29; 11:9-12, 17; 18:6-11; 31:31-33).

Many of these Scriptures show that this prophet addressed not only Judah, but
Ilgad as wel, even though the northern kingdom's captivity had come wel over a century
before Babylon intruded into the affars of the Judean kingdom. A gmilar point can be
mede from the writings of Ezekid (Ezekid 34, 7, 11, 15; 83-11; 9:6-7; 11:1-2).
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Some commentators argue that these warnings were only to those northerners who,

through the centuries, had rdocated within the confines of Judah's territory—in other
words, the Igradliteswho lived in Jerusdem.

Were the lgadites mentioned by them only tha “remnant” (eg., Jeremiah 317,
Ezekid 11:13; Miceh 212, 57-8) of the northen kingdom which had taken refuge in
Jarusdem from the 9th century B.CE. “rdigious’ reforms of Jeroboam | or the 8th century
B.C.E. Assyrian ondaught of Tiglath-pileser 111, Shdmaneser V, and Sargon 11?

If there were northeners among the Jewish community—and there absolutey
were—we have to ask the quedion, “How many?” and “What percentage of the totd
community did they comprise?’

The population of Judea and Jerusdlem was ovewhdmingly Jewish in its triba
makeup. Moreover, by definition, the word “remnant” means a smal number. A case in
point is the 6th century B.C.E. redtoration of Judeh to Jerusdem under Zerubbabe (note
the use of the term “remnant” in the context of Zechariah 8.6, 9-13).

The datling thing that is often overlooked is the patry number of Jews who chose
to leave the comforts of ther Babylonian “captivity’—a date which Bible higtorians
generdly bdieve to be quite benign and hospitable (Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, pp. 470-
471, 473, 483, Shanks Ancient Israel, pp. 156158, 160, 162, Boadt, Reading the Old
Testament, p. 436).

Rdativdy few Jews—only 42360 by the biblicd reckoning (Ezra 2, Nehemiah
7:6, 66)—were prepared to take on the chdlenge of rebuilding the nation in a setting which
dill bore the scars of the havoc wresked by Nebuchadnezzar's army in the late-7th and
early-6th centuries.

The awesome message of the Hebrew prophets

Were prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekid, and many others writing for only the
people of ther own time or do ther prophecies have dud gpplication? The wanings of
Jaemiah and Ezekid, like those of Danid (12:9), are written as messages for a future
generation as well as peopleliving in the times of the prophets themsdves.

In Jeremiah’s case, the dudity extends both into the past and the future. For
exanple, he assats “... The house of Igad and the house of Judaeh have broken My
covenant which | made with therr fathers ... Behold, | will surdy bring cdamity on them
[both houses] which they will not be able to escape...” (Jeremiah 11:9-12, 17).

Could not this dlude backward in time to lsad’s Assyrian captivity, forward in
time to the coming Babylonian invason, and 4ill further ahead to an end time punishment
to overtake Igad a the end of the age? There is nothing in Jeremiah’s references to both
lsrad and Judah (eg., Jeremiah 5:11, 20) that confirms the location of the former house.
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Nether do Jeremiah’s prophecies require that both houses resde in the same place
a the time of the writing. Congdering the highly persond way in which God dedt with
and reveded information to Jeemiah (eg., 14-10), it seems dtogether likdy tha he
possessed some inkling thet his prophecies had implications for atime beyond his own.

Certanly, the Igadites of old and today were a people without regard for the laws
of God. From idolary to adultery to Sabbeth-bregking, higoricdly many Igadites have
had great difficulty obeying God. In fact, Sabbath-bregking is literdly linked to Igad’s
dissppearance from the record of hisory. Isad’s abandonment of the fourth
commandment tranformed northerners into the “lost 10 tribes” Why? Because the
Sabbath was the sgn by which Isragl could be identified among the nations of the world.

The Sabbath was not soldy an agpect of the Old Covenant seded a Sina (Exodus
246-8) but pat of a sepadae, independent covenant (see United Sates and Britain in
Prophecy, pp. 133134, 141-142) recaved by lsad subsequent to the giving of the Law.
This gpecid “ Sabbath Covenant” is described in Exodus 31:14-17.

Since the seventh day Sabbath is incdluded in the Ten Commandments received by
lgad & Snd, it was important enough for God to reinforce its importance, making
Sabbath obsarvance the identifying Sgn of God's human, physcad people “Spesk dso to
the children of lgad, saying: "Surdy My Sabbaths you shdl keep, for it is a Sgn between
Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that | am the LORD who
sanctifiesyou” (Exodus 31:13).

Indeed, the Jews have retaned their ethnic identity through history because the
mgority of them continued to keegp the Sabbiath through their long and troubled higtory.

It is dgnificant that Ezekid, chepters 20 and 22 ae excoriding indictments for
Sabbath-bresking. From  passages like thess, we learn that in andient times Sabbath-

bresking was a dgnificat reason for God's punishment on the House of Igad. Will this
be the case again?

Coming national punishments

If God was honor-bound by His unconditiona promise to pass the Birthright to the
descendants of Abraham, He is today no longer obligated by His promise to continue our
undeserving peoplesin world pregtige, wedlth and gregtness.

Herbet Armdrong predicted that God would even “drip entirdy from them [the
modern  Igadites this colossd, unprecedented naiona blessng—returning them to
captivity and davery.. At the very time their power reaches its zenith, He suddenly will
bresk it, cutting off their implements of war and destroying their cities’ United Sates and
Britain in Prophecy, pp. 10, 163, 166).

If such dire predictions are true, we may draw agan from Leviticus 26, and the
reference to “seven times’ in verse 21. In this case the reference is to “intengty” rather
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than “duraion” of punishment. Mention of bresking “pride of your powe” in vese 19
coud be nothing other than the Grest Tribulation forecast by Jeremiah (30:5-7), Danid
(12:1), and Jesus Chrigt (Méatthew 24:21-22).

In the words of Jesus, “It will be a time of great distress, such as there has never
been before snce the beginning of the world, and will never be again. If that time of
troubles were not cut short, no living thing could survive..” (Revised English Bible). This
“time of Jacob's trouble’ (Jeremiah 30:7) shows the descendants of ancient Isad in dire
drats a the time of Jesus Chrigt’ s return.

The Church’s crucial misson

As this horrendous time agpproaches, what is the Church of God to do? It has a
sobering responghility to peform. The Church—the “royd priesthood” and “holy nation”
of the New Covenant (1 Peter 2.9, compare Exodus 19:5-6;)—has to shoulder the spiritud
responsibility of preaching the true gospe (Matthew 24:14).

One of those duties was to sound, when necessary, a prophetic warning. God chose
Hebrew prophets to make just these kinds of pronouncements. We read them today as a
permanent pat of the Hebrew Scriptures. Mdachi 3.6 and Hebrews 13:8 ramind us that
God does not change.

It is logicd that God would use his Church—spiritud Israd or “the Isad of God”
(Gddtians 6:16) as a prophetic voice in the New Tedament dispensation & such times
when a prophetic warning should be ddivered. That Church is built on the foundation of
the gposties and the prophets (Ephesans 2:19-21).

The Church is described in the Book of Acts as having had prophets in a limited
sene (e g, Acts 21:10-11). There are New Testament prophecies (eg., 2 Timothy 1:6). Is
it not the job of the “holy naion”—the Church of God—to witness as did the prophets of
ancient |srad and Judah? Thisisthe principle of dudlity.

Amos implies God does not intervene in humen affairs in a mgor way without firgt
gving far waning through “His sarvants the prophets’ (Amos 3:7). In a dud sense we
should expect God's Church to increedngly peform this role as the end of the age
approaches.

The principle of duality

If the principle of dudity magnifies our gppreciation of God's Holy Days and other
agpects of the Word of God, it dso shows how predictions, written by prophets of antiquity
for people of old, often have a double and quite modern application. It gives us the
confidence that God will act today as He has acted in the past.

Page 95
January 1999



The “Lost Tribes” of Israel
Doctrinal Study Paper

Indeed, many prophecies, as well as biblical dories like that of Abraham or Joseph,
foreshadow the future or have multiple fulfillments. Thus the principle of dudity mekes a
vaiety of complimentary interpretations possible.

For example, the Church of God hes traditiondly connected Chris’s charge to go
“to the logt sheep of Isad” (Mathew 10:6, 15:24, 184-14, Luke 19:9) to the responghility
not only of preaching a Gospd about Jesus Chridt, but ddivering the message of Chrid’s
coming millenial reign on earth.

Of course, the mgority of Chrigians through hisory have not had an undersanding
of lgad’s pos-captivity identity, nor have they necessrily needed it for sdvation. But if it
is the job of an end time Church to wan Igad of a coming Tribulaion, then this
information tekes on crticd dgnificance A. S Geysr’'s exegess on Mathew 15:24
throws the seriousness of thisissue into high relief.

“According to Mathew's record, Jesus Chris countered the goped of a
Syrophoenician woman with a harsh, ‘I am sent only to the los sheep of the house of
Ilgad. ... Apat from lending support to the authenticity of Mathew 105 and 6, the
passage conveys tha the gathering-in of the lost sheep of the house of Israd was Jesus's
own task. When he gppointed and commissoned the 12 to it, he was in fact ddegating His
persond task and authority to them” (“ Some Sdient New Testament Passages,” p. 308).

This charge to the gpodles is the forerunner of an end- time work of God. We are
deding with a commisson which Jesus Chrig Himsdf expects His Church a the end of

the age to fulfill.
The sgnificance of biblical prophecy

Since the founding of the Church, some leaders of God's Work have taken on the
task of preeching the Gospd with a srong sense of urgency. But ther beief in the soon-
coming return of Chrig turned out to be premature as was dso the case in the days of
Zerubbabd.

Stirred by the prophets of his own time—Hagga and Zechariah—Zerubbabd’'s
acute sene of imminent 6th century B.CE. Messanic Expectation revived the work of
God in his dy (Eza 51-2, Hagga 11-14). More importantly, it led to a grea
accomplishment: the completion of the Temple of God (Ezra4:24; 5:1-2, 14-15).

In gmilar fashion, a drong and sincere enthusaam for the Second Coming today
can fud the condruction of the spiritud Temple of the Church (2 Corinthians 6:16;
Ephesans 2.19-21).

The teaching about Igad’s modernday identity has been an important aspect of
that gospd in recent times, attracting a following to Jesus Chrigt by reveding a new and
often unknown higoricd and prophetic dimendon. For those living in Britan, the
Commonwedth nations, and the United States, this aspect of God's Word gpplies to ther
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lives in the here and now. It adds a facet of immediacy and persond sgnificance to the
Gospd message.

Awareness of this terrible time to come on the Igadlite people and the world in
gengd should inspire a repentant soirit and a willingness to change. For those who hear
and do repent, there is a loving God who will forgive restore, protect, and prosper
(compare Joneh 3:2-10). Scripture even suggests in places that the Church will receive
protection from the holocaust to come (Reveation 12:9-17; Psdm 91:1-16).

We ae however, overly optimigic if we think that today’s messengers of God are
more persuasve than Jeremiah, Amos, Hosega, or Isaah (Jeremiah 38:.6—compare Exodus
421, 7.3, 9:12; 35). “Nether Hosed's minisry nor Amos's wamnings seem to have made a
ladting impresson on the nation; the people did not change ther lifedyle’ (Shanks,
Ancient Isradl, p. 127).

Conditions are much the same today. The message of the coming Kingdom of God
is no more paatable now then it was to many in Jesus Chrig’s 1t century C.E. audiences.
It threstens to overturn principdities and powers (Ephesans 6:12), to upsat the paliticd,
socid, and economic sysems in which we dl to one degree or another have a stake.

The necessity of this vital prophetic message

In some gquarters, the message about ancient Israd’s modern identity is more likey
to atract shap criticism than new converts. The underdanding about Israd’s modern
identity has dways had its share of opponents. If God's warnings to Israd in the writings
of the prophets went unheeded, can we expect wide acceptance of a Smilar warning
message today? Even if the answer is“no,” the message neverthdess must be preached.

“Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveds His secret to His sarvants the
prophets’ (Amos 37). The principle is there. Cetainly a prophetic message is an integra
part of publishing the Gospd of God' s Kingdom.

The Bible has a promise regarding the physcd heirs of Abraham's Birthright as the
end of the age approaches. Modern Isad must be made aware of its heritage and its
dedtiny.

As Mdachi predicts “Behold, | will send you Hlijah the prophet Before the coming
of the greast and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the chidren to ther fathers, lest | come and drike the earth with
acurss’ (Mdachi 4:5-6).

Like the sons of Jacob danding in the ancient court of Pharaoh may today's
descendants of Ephram and Manaseh be able to read with undersanding and condude: “I

am Joseph!”
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